KnrcHsh leader backs federation in Iraq 

CAIRO (AFP) — Iraqi Kurdish opposition leader Massud Barzani 
has raid the creation of a federation in Iraq was the “most 
practical” way to repair ties with Baghdad, in an interview 
published here Saturday. “Kurds are for the unity of Iraq and we 
feel that a federation would be the most practical and realistic 
formula for relations between Kurdistan and the central govern- 
ment," the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) leader said. “The 
United States, France, Britain and Syria all support the rights of 
the Kurdish people but in the framework of a unified Iraq," Mr 
Barzani said. The interview with the Egyptian duty Al Ahram was 
carried out in Damascus, where the KDP leader met last week 
with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad. The KDP and a rival group, 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), have controlled northern 
Iraq in defiance of Baghdad since 1991 . PUK leader Jalal Talabani 
rules out any renewal of dialogue with President Saddam Hussein. 



Qatar: No peace without Jerusalem 

RAMALLAH (AP) ■— One day before Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) were to begin negotiations over 
the future of Jerusalem, a Qatari minister said Saturday that there 
would be no peace unless Jerusalem was the capital of a 
Palestinian state. Qatari Justice Minister Najib Naiad raid there 
could be “no real final settlement between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis without ... Jerusalem as the main capital of a Palestinian 
state.” Mr. Naimi spoke at Bir Zc'rt University in Ramallah where 
he signed a deal on behalf of the Gulf state pledging funds to pay 
for an international law centre and new library for the West Bank 
University. Mr. Nauru's comments on Jerusalem were greeted by 
applause from the ISO faculty members present at the signing 
ceremony. Mr. Naimi met Friday with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat in Gaza and held meetings with other Palestinian officials in 
Jerusalem since his arrival Thursday. Mr. Naimi had no plans to 
meet with Israeli officials during the visit. 
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PLO and Israel launch 
final status talks today 

Taba meeting expected to set venue arid agenda 
and adjourn until after May 29 Israeli elections 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The Palestinian cabinet de- 
voted its weekly meeting here 
Saturday to preparations for 
the final status negotiations 
with Israel doe to start in the 
Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
Taba on Sunday. 

Mahmoud Abbas, an 
architect of the Oslo peace 
accords who is to head the 
Palestinian delegation at 
Taba, said the first session of 
talks would last three hours 
and take place behind closed 
doors. 

“On Sunday we will final- 
ise the agenda for the nego- 
tiations with the Israelis,” 
Mr. Abbas told journalists 
after the meeting. 

Local Government Minis- 
ter Saeb Erakat said the 
issues due to be settled in this 
round of talks “will allow the 
transition to a new period in 
our history.” 

The talks are expected 1 to 
open formally Sunday in the 
Hilton Hotel in Taba before 
being adjourned until after 
Israel's general election on 
May 29. 

The negotiations will deal 
with die thorniest issues still 
remaining including the fate 
of East Jerusalem, the 
Palestinian refugees, and 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Abbas said Sunday’s 
talks would determine the 
venue and nature of the final 
status, negotiations. 

Uri Savir. Israel's foreign 
ministry director-general will 
- head the Israeli- delegation. 

"The committees could 
meet in different places. The 
talks will be held in secret 
and we will not negotiate 
through the press,” Mr. 
Abbas said. 

“If talks are conducted in- 


tensively, we hope to finish in 
1 two years or less, but because 
we are dealing with tough 
issues talks might go on for 
three years,” he added. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials 
said Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat would like the 
negotiations to be held in 

Egypt. 

Palestinians want the talks 
to lead to an independent 
state. Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres’ ruling Labour 
Party dropped its rejection to 
a Palestinian state, but still 
favours some sort of confed- 
eration between a Palestinian 
entity and Jordan. 

Palestinians want the nego- 
tiations to clear the way for a 
Palestinian state to be found- 
ed when the transitional 
period of autonomy expires 
in May 1999. 

“Finally we will get to the 
heart of the matter/’ said Dr. 
Erakat. 

Planning Minister Nabil 
Shaath said Sunday's talks in 
Taba would be largely “sym- 
bolic,” adding “we will not 
resolve everything on Sun- 
day.” 

“This first session will be 
an opportunity for both 
Palestinians and Israelis to 
show that they are sticking to 
their commitments,” he said. 

Palestinians and Israelis 
meanwhile protested at an 
army checkpoint between 
Jerusalem and the West Bank 
against the protracted closure 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

More than 100 demonstra- 
tors, mostly labour activists, 
called for Israel to permit 
tens of thousands of Palesti- 
nian workers to return to 
their jobs .in the Jewish state. 

Waving red flags, demon- 


strators chanted anti-closure 
slogans and carried banners 
which read: “Workers of the 
world, unite.” 

The closure was imposed 
after the first of four suicide 
bombings which killed 59 
people in Israel between Feb. 
25 and March 4. Israel has 
said it would not lift the 
closure until after its general 
elections on May 29. 

“We have 15,000 people 
from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip who can't get to 
their jobs in Arab institutions 
in Jerusalem alone,” said 
Shaher Saad, head of the 
General Federation of Trade 
Unions in the West Bank. 

Benjamin Gonen, a mem- 
ber of Israel's labour federa- 
tion, said: “We Israelis are 
here m solidarity with Palesti- 
nian labourers. The Israeli 
government should know 
that closure leads to starva- 
tion, starvation to hopeless- 
ness and hopelessness to 
catastrophe.” 

Asked why she had joined 
the protest, an elderly 
Palestinian woman dressed in 
traditional dress replied: 
“Why shouldn't I? I live near 
the Checkpoint and see the 
people turned back every 
day." 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak said Saturday 
there was no need to rush the 
army's redeployment from 
the flashpoint town of Heb- 
ron in the West Bank. 

“I see no reason for us to 
hurry ... I do not know when 
we will redeploy or indeed if 
it will go ahead” if the 
Labour Party is defeated by 
the right-wing opposition In 
the election, Mr. Barak told 
army radio. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Syria assails U.S., 
wants Israel tried 
for Cana massacre 


Amman-Tel Aviv 
bus shuttle delayed i 

AMMAN (AP) — A bus 
shuttle between Amman and 
Tel Aviv has been postponed 
by “at lea? .wo weeks” to 
allow more me for technical 
preparations. Transport 
Minister Nasser Lawzi said 
Saturday. The bus service 
will not be launched May 5 as 
previously announced due to 
“logistical and procedural 
matters,'' he said. Mr. Lawzi 
explained that the transport 
companies that will operate 
the Amman-Tel Aviv shuttle 
were not ready. He stressed 
that the delay has “no politic- 
al bearings.” 

Sudan to counteract 
U.N. sanctions 

DUBAI (R) — Sudanese 
President General Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir on Satur- 
day condemned terrorism but 
said his country would re- 
spond with political measures 
to United Nations sanctions 
imposed on it. “Reciprocity 
is a known diplomatic princi- 
ple and we will resort to it 
with regards to the Security 
Council resolution," he told a 
news conference in Saudi 
Arabia, a few days after per- 
forming the Muslim Hajj pil- 
grimage. 'The resolution is a 
political one and Sudan con- 
demns all forms of terrorism 
and it will deal with the re- 
solution from a political 
standpoint,” he said. 

FBI warns of 
threats to Jewish 
Americans 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation ' (FBI) has warned 
Jewish organisations of a 
threat to kill 1,200 Jewish 
physicians 3fid' executives in 
the United States. The threat 
set a deadline of May 5 for 
Israel’s withdrawal from 
Lebanon and a payment of 
$12 billion in compensation 
for Lebanese killed in Middle 
East fighting. The threat 
came from “an anonymous 
person(s),” said the FBI in a 
statement. “There is no way 
to know at this time if the 
threat is real, but the FBI 
believes that Jewish organisa- 
tions, synagogues and indi- 
viduals should for their .own 
safety be on heightened 
alert,” the statement said. 
The deadline for the with- 
drawal was Sunday, May 5. 

Ex-minister killed 
in Algeria 

. ALGIERS (AFP) — Former 
Algerian Interior Minister 
Mohammad Hardi was assas- 
sinated by a suspected hit 
squad Saturday at Oued 
Smar, southwest of Algiers, 
the security services 
announced. Hardi was killed 
by “three armed criminals” 
around 3:30 p.m. in the car- 
park of a state-owned firm, 
the security forces said, using 
a term normally employed to 
describe anti-government 
gunmen. No further details of 
tiie killing were given. He is 
the second former interior 
minister to be killed, after 
Babou Kabkr Belakid was 
killed last year in downtown 
Algiers. 

China reiterates 
support for 
Mideast deal 

BEUING (AFP) — Chinese 
Vice-Premier and Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen reiter- 
ated here Saturday that Chi- 
na would continue to support 
the peace process in the Mid- 
dle East, the Xinhua news 
agency reported. Mr. Qian 
made the remark in a meet- 
ing with an Israeli judicial 
delegation headed by Israeli 
Minister of Justice David 
Libai, the official news agen- 
cy said. Mr. Qian said China 
hoped the npcoming negotia- 
tions between Israel and 
Palestinians would “achieve 
positive results,” it said. Mr. 
Libai briefed Mr. Qian on 
Israel's position in the talks, 
Xinhua said, and thanked 
.Beijing for its support. The 
Israeli minister also reiter- 
ated that his government re- 
spected China's ”one China” 
policy, and opposed admit- 
ting Taiwan to the United 
Nations. 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
The official Syrian press on 
Saturday questioned the U.S. 
role in die Middle East peace 
process and called for Israeli 
leaders to be put on trial for 
the Cana massacre in South 
Lebanon. 

“After the U.N. inquiry 
which blamed Israel for the 
massacre at Cana, the U.N. 
must consider Israeli leaders 
as war criminals and put them 
on trial in the same way as it 
did for Bosnia,” said the gov- 
ernment newspaper Tishrin. 

"Israel waged a war of 
extermination against the 
Lebanese people and devas- 
tated the economic infras- 
tructure of Lebanon, surpas- 
sing even Nazi crimes during 
World War II,” the paper 
charged. 

Informed sources at the 
United Nations said Friday 
that U.N. envoy General 
Frank Van Kappen, charged 
with investigating th e-Cana 
massacre of April 18, reached 
a preliminary conclusion that 
Israeli artillery deliberately 
targetted the U.N. com- 
pound where 102 refugees 
were killed. 

Tishrin complained that 
the United States, which is 
the chief sponsor of the Mid- 
dle East peace process, “has 
not even condemned the 
Israeli crime in southern 
Lebanon.” 

How can Washington “at 
the same be an honest broker 
in the peace process and a liar 
which seeks to please Israel, 
a state which practises terror- 
ism,” it asked, rejecting 
Syria’s inclusion on a U.S. list 
of countries which allegedly 
sponsor terrorist groups. 

The strong words from 
Tishrin came a day after U.S. 
Secretary of State Wanen 
Christopher voiced “doubts'’ 
about the capacity of Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad to 
advance the peace process 


because of the strength of 
“his suspicion and fear” of 
Israel. 

In Damascus, President Al 
Assad and his Lebanese 
counterpart Elias Hrawi met 
on Saturday to discuss de- 
velopments in Lebanon after 
last month's deal that ended 
17 days of fighting between 
Israel and Hizbollah. 

President spokesman Joub- 
ran Kourieh said Vice- 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam and Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouq Al Sharaa were 
also at the meeting at the 
presidential palace* in the 
coastal city of Latakia. 

Mr. Hrawi's visit to Syria, 
which has some 35,000 troops 
in Lebanon and is the main 
foreign power broker there, 
is his first since the ceasefire 
on April 27 between Israel* 
and Hizbollah. 

Israel on Saturday rejected 
the U.N. finding that it had 
deliberately targetted the 
camp at Cana in Lebanon. 

“We were not aiming at 
the camp,” Uri Dromi, 
Israel’s government spokes- 
man, said of the April 18 
attack. 

“We knew we were firing 
near a U.N. base but we were 
aiming a couple of hundred 
metres away, precisely where 
katyushas and mortars were 
fired from just minutes be- 
fore,” Mr. Dromi said. 

“Unfortunately two of the 
shells overshot and hit the 
civilians.” Israel has main- 
tained that it was unaware 
refugees had taken shelter at 
the camp. 

A U.S. rights group on a 
fact-finding mission to South 
Lebanon said on Friday that 
Israel’s 17-day bombardment 
caused terrible suffering and 
was a “crime.” 

Activists from Madre, a 
New York-based women’s 
group that delivers aid to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Agnelli 
launches 
EU push 

CAIRO (Agencies) — - Italy’s 
Foreign Minister Susanna 
Agnelli, whose country holds 
the presidency of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). arrived 
here Saturday at the start of a 
tour aimed at relaunching the 
Middle East peace process. 

Ms. Agnelli, who will also 
travel to Beirut and Damas- 
cus, was to hold talks here 
with her Egyptian counter- 
part Amr Musa later Satur- 
day . an Egyptian official said. 

After a ceasefire reached 
in Israel’s 16^iay war on Hiz- 
bollah guerrillas in Lebanon 
went into effect on April 27, 
the EU stressed the import- 
ance of giving fresh impetus 
to the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess. 

Announcing the trip late 
last month Ms. Agnelli said it 
was vital to consolidate the 
peace process in the region. 

The peace process had 
been thrown into turmoil by 
the massive Israeli air, sea 
and land operation in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Ms. Agnelli said last week ■ 
that “the ceasefire must be 
consolidated on a firm basis, 
resuming negotiations with 
Israel on the basis on U.N. 
resolutions, in order to prom- 
ote a just, lasting and overall 
peace in the region.” 

The Italian minister said 
Israel “must respond posi- 
tively” to the Palestinian 
National CounciPs vote to 
scrap the parts of its charter 
calling for Israel's destruc- 
tion, by “applying all the 
agreed accords, including 
withdrawal from Hebron.” 

Lebanon requested a 
speedy return by Ms. Agnelli 
tb the region following a trip 
there two weeks ago, 
although Italian officials 
stressed the EU mission 
aimed to complement U-S. 
efforts in the region. 

The Washington Post re- 

(Continued on page 71 



ANTI-NUCLEAR PROTEST: Anti-nuclear demonstrators build a barricade on the railway tracks to a nuclear ' 
waste disposal in Gorleben, Germany, on Saturday. Riots starts after a peaceful demonstration of more than 
10,000 people against a transport of nuclear waste from France to Gorleben which is expected to arrive :>n 
Wednesday (Reuters photo) 


Qaqish to return 
to Baghdad soon 


Yemen agrees to accept 
arbitration panel ruling 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
ambassador to Iraq, Bassam 
Qaqish, will return to Bagh- 
dad soon after a holiday fol- 
lowing consultations with the 
government' on-concerns over 
the safety of Jordanians living 
in Iraq, Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher said Satur- 
day. 

Dr. Muasher, speaking to 
the press after a regular 
cabinet session, also said that 
recent clashes in the southern 
town of Tafileh stemmed 
from a dispute between tribes 
and were contained by the 
government. 

According to informed 
sources, the clashes pitted 
two tribes from fhe area after 
one man from one of the 
tribes was killed in a dispute 
and his tribe wanted to 
avenge tbe death. The 
sources, whose account was 
not independently con- 
firmed, said another man 
from the tribe of the victim of 
the first incident was also 
killed). 

The information minister 
said Saturday's Cabinet ses- 
sion focused mainly on a 
draft law to establish a centre 
for' freedom, democracy and 
human rights in fine with 
directives from His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Replying to questions. Dr. 
Muasher said Ambassador 
Qaqish, who was recalled 
from Baghdad two weeks ago 
following the killing of at 
least six Jordanians there, 


was now taking a holiday and 
would return to the Iraqi 
capital soon. 

The minister said the Iraqi 
ambassador to Jordan, Nouri 
Al Wayes. was also expected 
to return to Amman soon. 
Mr. Wayes had left Jordan 
for home shortly after Mr. 
Qaqish was recalled for con- 
sultations. * 

Tbe recall came following 
the death of six Jordanians, 
two of them students, in Iraq 
in April. Three of the six 
were killed in what was de- 
scribed by the Iraqi media as 
a highway robbery. Details of 
the other killings are sketchy, 
with officials saying investiga- 
tions were continuing into the 
incidents. 

Dr. Muasber said there 
was no new development in 
applications by Iraqi exile 
groups to set up offices in 
Amman and noted that tbe 
government bad already 
given permission to the Iraqi 
National Accord movement 
to open an office here. 

The question on Iraqi exile 
groups was raised amid re- 
ports of representatives of 
Kurdish rebel factions visit- 
ing Jordan for talks with offi- 
cials on opening offices here 
and coordination with the 
Iraqi National Accord. 

A team from the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
visited Jordan two weeks 
ago, and Iraqi sources said a 
delegation from the rival 
Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP) was expected here 
soon. 


SANAA. Yemen (AP) 
— President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh said Saturday Yemen 
will abide by the ruling of a 
proposed arbitration panel 
on a dispute with Eritrea over 
three Red Sea islands. 

"We must all go to the 
panel armed with evidence... 
and at the end we must be 
convinced by, and accept, the 
panel’s decision,” he told a 
rally in the port city of 
Hodeida, 200 kilometres west 
of the capital, Sanaa. 

His remarks were his first 
public comment on a Paris 
announcement earlier this 
week that Yemen and Eritrea 
have agreed to French prop- 
osals to settle the dispute 
through arbitration. 

Press reports have referred 
to a three-judge panel with 
Yemen and Eritrea appoint- 
ing one member each, with 
France naming the third. 

The panel, the reports say, 
will determine the geog- 
raphical area in contention 
before it considers the dis- 
pute itself. The panel's final 
decision will be binding. 

Eritrea captured the island 
of Greater Hanish from 
Yemeni forces in a brief bat- 
tle in Mid-December. The 
other who islands — Lesser 
Hanish and Zuraq — remain 
under Yemeni control. 

Eritrea had wanted any 
arbitration to rule on the own- 


ership of the three islands 
and not just Greater Hanish, 
while Yemen insists that only 
that island was in dispute. 

It is not clear whether a 
compromise has been 
readied in recent talks be- 
tween French envoy Francis 
Gutman, Mr. Saleh and Erit- 
rean President Issiais Afer- 
werki. 

The December fighting 
and the war of words be- 
tween the two countries 
which later ensued have 
heightened tension in the 
area and posed a potential 
threat to Red Sea shipping. 

The three islands are some 
160 kilometres north of the 
Bab El Mandeb, the Red 
Sea's southern entrance. 
They stand astride major 
shipping lanes. 

French foreign ministry 
spokesman Jacques Rum- 
melhardt said in Paris Thurs- 
day that an accord on the 
arbitration plan would soon 
be signed in Paris. This is 
expected to take place this 
month with France. Egypt 
and Ethiopia countersigning. 

Egypt and Ethiopia had 
launched separate mediation 
bids in the conflict without 
success. Tbe two, together 
with the United Nations and 
the United States, later gave 
the French effort their bles- 
sing. 


Iraq-U.N. oil-for-food 
talks resume this week 


53 killed in Sudan 
air crash in storm 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
A Sudanese airliner on a 
domestic flight has crashed in 
a severe dust storm, killing ail 
53 people on hoard, the offi- 
cial Sudanese News Agency 
(SUN A) reported on Satur- 
day. 

it said the federal airlines 
Antonov 24 plane crashed 
while making an emergency 
landing on Friday night at 
Shigla area in Haj Ynusif 
district, about 325 kilometres 
northeast of Khartoum. All 
45 passengers and. five crew 
were killed. 

SUN A quoted eyewitnes- 
ses as saying the plane, en 
route from Wuu in southern 
Sudan to Khartoum, was 
flying low over Shigla when it 
crashed into an empty house 
due to poor visibility. 

Airport officials at Wau 
said the plane had university 
students and army officers on 
board. 

Government officials in- 


cluding the interior minister 
rushed to the scene. 

In February, ninetv-one 
people aboard a Sudanese 
military transport plane were 
killed when it crashed 4lt 

kilometres south of Khar- 
toum. 

, Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency quoted Information 
Minister Al Tayeb Ibrahim 
Mohammad Kheir as saying 
the pilot was trying to make 
an emergency landing when 
the Aminov 24 crashed on 
Saturday. 

He said the 58 passengers 
and the crew of five all were 
killed in the crush. He 
Mamed the accident on poor 
visibility because of the sand- 
storm. the agency said. 

The plane belonged to the 
private Federal Air Com- 
pany. , 

The pilot apparently was 
trying to land in an open area 

(Continued on page 7) 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— A fourth round of oil-for- 
food negotiations between - 
Iraq and the United Nations 
will take place here next 
week, although no exact date 
has yet been fixed. U.N. 
spokeswoman Sylvana Foa 
has announced. 

Ms. Foa said that both 
sides were still discussing the 
day that the oil-for-food talks 
would resume. Iraqi sources 
said that the Iraqi delegation, 
led by Abdul Amir Al 
Anbari, would arrive in New 
York on Sunday. 

The negotiations were sus- 
pended on April 24 amid 
Iraqi accusations that the Utir 
ited States and Britain weie 
attempting to torpedo the 
talks, which if successful 
could lead to sanctions-hrt 
Iraq resuming oil exports to 
obtain food and medicine. 

Washington and London 
said they had sought amend- 
ments to the draft agreement, 
focusing on implementation 
of U.N. Resolution 986, in 
order to ensure that Iraq 
strictly adhered to the terms 
of the resolution. 

Resolution 986 provides • 


for Iraq to export six billion 
worth of oil for a renewable 
six-month period, to raise 
money for food and medical 
supplies. 

But it stipulates that part of 
the money from the oil sales 
must be used for aid to Kurds 
in northern Iraq which is no 
longer under government 
control. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. who is known 
to favour an agreement to 
help alleviate the suffering of 
the Iraqi people, said follow- 
ing the suspension that he 
remained confident an agree- 
ment would be reached. 

Until now, Iraq has refused 
to implement the resolution 
on the ground that it infring- 
ed on its sovereignty. 

Iraq has been under inter- 
national economic sanctions 
since invading Kuwait in 
1990. 

If the oil-for-food talks 
reach a successful conclusion 
it would signify the first ex- 
emption to the sanctions reg- 
ime which can only be lifted 
when Iraq complies with 
stringent U.N. demands on 
dismantling its weapons of 
mass destruction. 
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Lebanon 
calls for 
talks with 


Israel 


WASHINGTON (USIA) 
— The solution to the vola- 
tile situation in southern 
Lebanon can only be 
achieved through negotia- 
tions and an Israeli with- 
drawal from Lebanese 
territory, Lebanon's 
ambassador to the United 
States, Riad Tabbarah, 
said at the National Press 
Cub on Friday. 

"We're willing to enter 
peace talks," he said. 
“Let's sit down and talk." 

He was very vague on 
what role Syria might play 
in such negotiations, 
however, noring only that 
“we have the same goals'' 
as the Syrians ana that 
Damascus had assured 
Lebanese authorities that 
their forces would not stay 




in the country once the 
Israelis had left the south. 


“We will ask them and they 
will go." he stated. 

Mr. Tabbarah insisted 
that Lebanese authorities 
could ensure calm along 
their border with Israel ana 
that they had been assured 
by Hizbollah rhat no 
attacks on Israel would 
take place once Israeli 
forces had withdrawn from 
their “security zone" in 
southern Lebanon. 

"We are capable of 
establishing calm on our 
side of the border," Mr. 
Tabbarah stated. “We can 
control Hizbollah... Once 
there is no occupation, 
(here is no resistance." 

“We can do h alone.” he 
continued. The Lebanese 


PROTEST AGAINST SIEGE: Israeli border police block Palestinian labour activists from reaching a 
military checkpoint separating Jerusalem from the West Bank on Saturday. The demonstration was to 
protest the Israeli military closure which has prevented tens of thousands of Palestinians from reaching 
their jobs in Arab East Jerusalem and Israel for nine straight weeks (Reuters photo) 


Kuwait accuses Iraq 
of raids near border 


Greece tells Turkey 
to drop island claim 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
interior minister in remarks 
published on Saturday ac- 
cused Iraqi’ intelligence of 
raiding Kuwaiti f a rms and 
police posts on the border to 
ay to destabilise Kuwait. 

The minister. Sheikh AG 
Sabah Al Salem A1 Sabah, 
added that in separate inci- 


dents Iraqis continued to try 
to enter Kuwait to flee poor 


army is now "strong 
enough to maintain peace 
in the country" and the 
government has offered to 
“send a large part” of the 
army to the south to en- 
force the peace once Israel 
withdraws. With the help 
of outside forces, such as 
the troops France has sug- 
gested it might send, the 
guarantee should be even 
stronger, he added. 

Mr. Tabbarah explained 
that Lebanon supports Hiz- 
bollah’s right to resist 
Israeli occupation of 
Lebanese territory. As long 
as it is real resistance, the 
government will not 
oppose it, he stated, 

As for the United States, 
Mr. Tabbarah said that the 
recent events had "shaken" 
American credibility in the 
region. “There has to be 
more even-handedness.” 
He also called upon the 
U.S. to lift the travel ban to 
Lebanon and become much 
more active in the efforts to j 
rebuild the country. 


to enter Kuwait to flee poor 
living conditions and political 
problems at home. 

“Recent incidents have 
been carried out by members 
of bmp intdBpiee who de- 
sperately tried to destabilise 
security in die country,” he 
was quoted as saying by Al 
Qabas, Al Watan, the 
Kuwait Times and Al Seyas- 
sah newspapers. 

“Such conduct shows the 
(Iraqi) regime's failure to re- 
spect international law,” he 
added. 

The minister <fid not elabo- 
rate on the alleged attacks. 

Kuwaiti newspapers and 
Interior Ministry officials 
have reported periodic 
attacks by gunmen on farms 
or police posts in recent 
months. Most alleged attacks 
involved theft of eq uip m en t, 
vehicles or money. 

The 32-nation U.N. Iraq- 
Kuwait Observer Mission 
(UNIKOM), which has mon- 
itored the border since die 
1991 Gulf war, has received 
occasional complaints from 
Kuwait authorities about the 
alleged incidents. 


But investigations into the 
incidents by UNIKOM 
observers have found no con- 
clusive evidence indicating 
the identity or nationality of 
die assailants, diplomats say. 

In the most serious security 
breach on the border in 18 
months, gunmen attacked 
and looted a UNIKOM 
observer post on the Iraqi 
side of the border on March 
23. UNIKOM protested to 
Iraq about the incident and 
launched an investigation. 

In the latest raid, a Kuwaiti 
police border patrol was shot 
at by gunmen late on Tues- 
day but no one was wounded, 
Al Anba newspaper reported 
-on Friday. 

A UNIKOM spokesman 
said UNIKOM bad received 
a complaint from Kuwait au- 
thorities and had started an 
investigation. 

Iraqis have come across the 
border regularly to smuggle 
goods, scavenge equipment 
left on former battelfields or 
seek asylum in third countries 
since the conflict ended a 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait. 

UNIKOM patrols IS 
kflometres demilitarised bor- 
der that straddles the 207 
kilometres land border. Its 
main purpose is to ensure no 
military force enters the 
zone. 

Ordinary law enforcement 
in die zone remains the re- 
sponsibility of Kuwaiti and 
Iraqi police. 


NICOSIA (R) — Greek 
Foreign Miniker Theodoulos 
Pangalos on Friday urged 
Turkey to lift its “ultimate 
insult” on his country by 
abandoning its claim to de- 
serted islets in the Aegean or 
accept arbitration by an inter- 
national court. 

Speaking at a news confer- 
ence at the end of a two-day 
visit to Cyprus, divided after 
a Turkish invasion in 1974, 
Mr. Pangalos said be was 
convinced the Turkish gov- 
ernment had no legal grounds 
on which it based its claim. 

He said that even if die 
.islet dispute is resolved, 
friendly relations between 
Greece and Turkey could 
only be restored once Turkey 
withdraws all its troops from 
die north part of Cyprus. 

The two countries, NATO 
allies buffer long at logger- 


Tnrirish foreign minister it is 
now confined to some rocks 
mid islets they haven't even 
named or numbered.” 

Since the outbreak of the 
dispute Greece has Mocked 
die flow of European Union 
(EU) funds to Turkey, which 
it would have been eligible to 
receive under its customs un- 
ion with the bloc. 


heath over Cyprus's division; 
nearly dashed last January 
over die ownership of a de- 
serted island in the Aegean 
which Athens calls Inna and 
Ankara calls Kardak. 

“This kind of territorial 
claim is the ultimate insult to 
international order, world 
order and international law. 
We are asking that Turkey 
immediately lifts the insult, 
quit the claim or go to die 
court in the Hague,” Mr. 
Pangalos said. 

“(Their claim) initially 
concerned the islands, then 
was generalised... from the 
last meeting I had with the 


'Naturally for that to hap- 


pen the Cyprus problem must 
be solved. We would not be 


smoothing over relations by 
going to the Hague over 
Inna,” he said. 

Turkey invaded Cyprus in 
the wake of a short-lived 
coup in Nicosia engineered 
by colonels ruling Greece in 
July 1974. The problem has 
defied all thediation attempts 
since to reunite the island as a 
btcomnnmal federation. 


Netanyahu says he will expand Jewish settlements 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — ■ Right-wing Likud* 
Party opposition candidate 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 
Friday if he is elected prime 
minister he will expand the 
Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories, includ- 
ing the Jewish enclaves in 
Hebron. 


man) autonomy.' 


Tbc present Labour gov- 
mment virtually froze lew- 


“In Hebron we have to 
create a continuity of Jewish 
settlement from Tel 
Rumeida. via Bet Hadassah. 
to Kiiyat Arba,” he told 
Channel 2 television. “It fat 
important that the Jewish set- 
tlement should not be under 
threat, in a sea of (Faksti- 


ernment virtually froze Jew- 
ish settlement activity in the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip when it came to 
power three and a half years 
ago. The huge sums which 
the previous, Likud govern- 
ment bad been spending on 
settlement were diverted to 
education, road construction 
and other activities inside 
Israel proper. 

Mr. Netanyahu said be 
pref erred to expand existing 
settlements but did not rule 
out the potability of estab- 
lishing new ones also. 

“Well consider ft... It’s 


very possible that we’ll add 
new settlements.” 

The interview on Channel 
2 marks the end of the period 
when candidates can be inter- 
viewed on IsraePs two TV 
channels. Under the election 
laws, for the next three .weeks 
only paid party advertise- 
ments can be screened. 

With just over three weeks 
to poUtng day the Labour 
campaign strategists intend to 
exploit Mr. Netanyahu's lack 
of government experience, 
compared with thar of his 
rival. Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, the 10 years be spent 
in the United States and the 
fact that be held a U.S. pass- 


port and changed his name 
while in the U.S. In Israel, 
because of the Zionist ideolo- 
gy of returning to the ancient 
homeland, there is still a stig- 
ma attached to emigration or 
prolonged residence abroad. 

Mr. Netanyahu retorted 
that be was deputy foreign 
minister, ambassador to the 
United Nations, minister at 
the Israeli embassy in 
Washington, and an officer in 
a crack army unit. 

His 10 years in the U.S. 
bad been spent studying at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He bad held a 
U.S. passport during two 
periods but had returned ft 


voluntarily. 

He had used a different 


name “Netai” because 
Americans found Mr. 
Netanyahu difficult to pro- 
nounce, he said. 


Mr. Netanyahu has been 
conducting an American- 

public wi^hE'wtfe^Mahand 
their young children. This 
was criticised Thursday by 
the left-Ieacfing newspaper 
Haaretz. 


By contrast Mr. Peres nev- 
er involves his wife Sonya in 
the campaign, because she 
dislikes publicity and shuns 
the limelight. 


Peres 
keeps lead 
over rival 
Netanyahu, 
polls show 


Mr. Pangalos insinuated 
that Greece had no intention 
of lifting its blockade so long 
as the issue remains open. 

“I am waiting to see tins 
progress and I think the EU 
should also wait before fund- 
ing Turkey in any way,” he 
said. 

The Greek minister, in 
Cyprus for talks with his Cyp- 
riot counterpart on European 
Union issues and an expected 
U.S. initiative aimed at 
brokering a settlement on the 
divided island, ruled out any 
chance of good relations be- 
tween the two countries be- 
fore a solution. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
is maintaining his small but 
steady lead over right-wing 
challenger Benjamin Netany- 
ahu in the run-up to May 29 
elections, latest opinion, polls 
show. 

A survey by the Dahaf 
organisation gave Mr. Feres 
49 per cent of the vote com- 
pared with 44 per cent for 
Mr. Netanyahu. Gallup 
Organisation and the Maariv 
newspaper put support for 
Mr. Peres at 44 per cent to 
Mr. Netanyahu's 41 per cent. 
A Geocartographia poll in 
the Yedfoth Ahronoth daily 
had Mr. Peres at 50 per cent 
and Mr. Netanyahu at 44 per 
cent. 

With a four per cent mar- 
gin of error, Mr. Peres's lead 
is small but consistent. Poli- 
tical analysts said that barring 
further suicide bombings that 
would sap his support, Mr. 
Peres was likely to win the 
election. 

“In the last month, no one 
has moved, and the gap has 
remained stable,” said Gadi 
Wolfsfcld, a political scientist 
at Hebrew University, “ft's 
not a big gap. One terrorist 
attack could make a differ- 
ence.” 

Both Mr. Peres’ Labour 
Party and Mr. Netanyahu’s 
Likud have focused on secur- 
ity in their election posters 
and bumper stickers. 

Playing catcb-np, Mr. 
Netanyahu backers have 
coined slogans that appear to 
be aimed at different types of 
voters — those strongly 
opposed to Mr. Peres' peace 
with die Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) 
and moderates who would 
want a Likud gov e rn m ent to 
pursue die peace process. 

“Netanyahu. I'm sure/’ 
read one bumper-sticker slo- 
gan, using a Hebrew word 
that also means “secure”. 

“Peace will succeed with 
Netanyahu,” a poster -said. 

This week, Likud posters 
at Jerusalem’s central bus sta- 
tion carried still a different 
message: “There is no secur- 
ity. There is no peace. There 
is no reason to vote for 
Labour.” 

“The main slogan is “mak- 
ing a secure peace’,” said 
Michael Stoltz, a Likud 
spokesman. 

One Likud flyer dropped 
in mailboxes in Jerusalem 
showed a checklist with a 
studio picture of Mr. Netany- 
ahu, 47, next to a snapshot of 
a harried-looking Peres, 73. 


“Who will teach Arafat 
that his agreements most be 
kept? Who will return secur- 
ity to die hands of die Israeli 
.army and not to Arafat sup- 
porters? Who will give the 
army and the Shin Bet (secur- 
ity service) a free hand in 
fighting terror?,” the flyer 
said. 

One poster — origin un- 
known — took so-called 


negative campaigning a step 
further. 


It showed Mr. Peres and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat in a warm gesture 
against the backdrop of a 
blown-up bus — a reminder 
of the suicide bombings that 
lolled 59 people in February 
and March. The poster also 
carried a photo of an Arab in 
traditional headdress homing 
an Israeli flag. 

“This is peace?” ft asked. 
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to bead its interests bureau in ^ indwJcd ^ 

said on “^ Tunisian President Zinc 

publication of a decree sign ^ bureau in 
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Tel Aviv. Israel on country 

bureau in Tunis, malting T™®*. establish official 
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took until-January tins year sSdSS 
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self-ruled Gaza Strip. 


Iran: Iraq hindering PoWs exchange 


NICOSIA (R1 Iran accused Iraq of ignoring agreements 

™ of^isoners of vSr andt^m^mgm 

action during their 1980-88 wrn-. The offi SL NA Bricadier 
aoenev IRNA reoorted on Saturday. IRNA Brigadier 
^Sl^uIlahfSjafi, head of thea.mmss.^m 
charee of Iranian prisoner of war affairs, as 
“hindrances made byfoe Baghdad ^avepr^nfod 

the implementation of an agreement between foctwo 
countries on foe exchange of PoWs. “He 
foe Islamic republic’s good will, the Iraqi ^vOTmej 1 was 
not cooperating in this regard, IRNA sad. 11 . /• 

Naiafi ‘^voiced Iran’s readiness to discuss foe matter with 
Iraqi officials." Iran and Iraq signed a memorandum of 
unde retan ding during talks in September last year on 
mutual relations and the issue of foe prisons of war, but 
did not announce the details. Iran says 5,000 to 10,000 
prisoners are stfll held by Iraq. Baghdad demes holding any 
Iranians and says more than 20,000 Iraqis are held by Iran. 
The prisoner issue is among the thorniest hindering 
improving ties between foe former foes. 


Two women detainees freed In Bahrain 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Bahraini authorities freed two women 
arrested at foe beginning of March in the Gulf state which 
has been rocked by a wave of anti-government protests, 
relatives said Friday.’Mona Habib Al Jamri, a 32-year-old 
mother of three, and 'Salman Ibrahim Hilal, who is six 
montHS pregnant, were freed Wednesday after they each 
paid bail of 200 dinars (S750), relatives contacted by AFP 
in Nicosia said. According to foe London-based Bahrain 
Freedom Movement Ms. Jamri’s husband has been in 
prison since 1988. He is the son of Sheikh Abdul Amir Al 
Jamri, foe main Shiite opporitio leader who has been under 
arrest since January. The anti-government protests have 
been led mainly by Shiites demanding foe restoration of 
parliament suspended in 1975. The Bahrain government 
says 600 people have been detained since foe troubles 
began in December 1994, but lawyers said at foe beginning 
of February that more than 2,000 had been detained since 
December 1995. 


Kuwait!, U.S. French navies start manoeuvres 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait navy sailors Saturday began a 
, five-day live ammunition exerase, with the U,S. and French 
navies. .“Eager Sentry 2-96” was the latest in a series of 
manoeuvres aimed ax training Kuwait's armed forces and 
underscoring foe commitment of foe small state's Western 
.allies to its security. War games are part of 10-year defence 
pacts Kuwait signed with the United States, France, Britain 
and Russia following its February 1991 liberation from a 
seven-month Iraqi occupation. No details were available 
about the manoeuvres in Kuwait's territorial waters near 
foe tiny island of Qarroh. But similar ones in foe past 
included exercises on managing operation centres, recon- 
naissance and interception and disposal of mines. The 
French frigate Commandant Bory, which is equipped with 
four Exocet missies, is taking part in the exercise. 


Quake rocks Turkish city destroyed in 1992 


ERZINCAN (AP) — A mild earthquake Saturday shook 
foe is eastern city, where a major quake killed 500 people 
four years ago. There were no reports of damage or 
casualties. The epicentre of foe quake, with a preliminary 
magnitude of 3.6, was 90 kilometres east of the city, 
instanbul’s Kandilli observatory said. The tremor was also 
felt in neighboring Elazing province. Erzincan, 575 
kilometres east of Ankara, was entirely destroyed by a 
6 . 8 -magnitnde quake in 1992. Turkey’s Aegean and 
Mediterranean coastal areas and foe entire eastern region 

sir atop an earthquake-prone belt known as the Anatolian 
fault. 


Turkey charges union for riots 


^ Sovemment filed charges Friday 

^S,iSf JU,: T 0 nS 5 at OT ® a ™ sed may day celebrations 

P™ P^P 1 ® were killed and 65 
injured Wednesday when sewmi nutiau..* 


wl*- T ‘ u,w pwpie were Killed and 65 
^ ? everal ou dawed leftist groups 
muscle ' breaking windows, 

S2?S taS B 3l beatII, S p,ainclotIl€S offWers. 

JnfSh 8 ™ b . anks '. stores and government offices in foe 
mar* route B =stmia ted at S3 million. --iC ^JISS 
oommrtte was responsible for keeping foe rally in Ime with 
« ongnal aims." said Istanbul Gov. RidvmY en uSf The 
charges were not immediately disclosed. - 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, May 5, 1996 



IBO concludes annual meeting 

Pilot project on primary education slated for ABS 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 
International Baccalaureate 
Organisation (IBO) con- 
cluded a 5-day conference 
with the announcement of 
initiating a pilot project in 
the Amman Baccalaureate 
School (ABS) of a new pri- 
mary school educational 
system as of September 
1996. 

Hie 28th meeting of the 
Council of Foundation, 
which is the decision-mak- 
ing body of the IBO, 
attended by HRH Princess 
Sarvatb El Hassan, who 
founded the ABS in 1981 
and is chairperson of its 
Board of Trustees, dis- 
cussed issues pertaining to 
international educational 
development. 

Princess Sarvath told the 
pamdpaots'that the philos- 
ophy ‘ of ' the - IB system 
encourages students to 
develop “community spirit, 
humanitarian principles, 
altruism, and tolerance,” — 
qualities that are necessary 
for new leaders of the 
future, said the Princess. 

According to Princess 
Sarvath “in founding the 
(Amman Baccalaureate) 
school, my colleagues and I 
were seeking a system of 


education which in addition 
to the mastery of factual 
knowledge, stimulated and 
developed young people's 
powers of thinking. One 
that encouraged students to 
reflect on their knowledge 
and to develop their skills 
in personal research.” 

Haifa Dia AI- Attia, edu- 
cation advisor to Princess 
Sarvath and regional repre- 
sentative of the IBO for the 
Middle East, was elected as 
the Jordanian representa- 
tive on the council of the 
IBO, which holds an annu- 
al meeting to “deal with 
various operations of the 
IBO...such as curricula and 
assessment,” said Mrs. Dia 
Al-Attia. 

She told the Jordan Times 
that die introduction of the 
International Baccalaureate 
(IB) system into primary 
school (grades 1 to 5) at the 
ABS will provide students 
with the necessary skills to 
eventually obtain die 3 IB 
diploma. 

She said, however, that 
the ABS Mis under the 
jurisdiction of die Ministry 
of Education and as such 
must follow its laws. 

“We have to work within 
ministry regulations, and 
we will adopt the (IB) 
framework, but the content 
will be Jordanian...what we 


have to do as a school is 
develop our own secondary 
curricula and develop our 
teaching method,” said 
Mrs. Dia Al-Attia, adding 
that the case of the ABS is a 
special one as it is not an 
international school. 

According to Mrs. Al- 
Attia. the challenge for the 
ABS is to take two curricu- 
la and integrate diem, such 
that the regulations of the 
Ministry of Education are 
met and the standards and 
skills of the IB are upheld. 

Mrs. Al- Attia stressed 
that all classes in primary 
school will continue to be 
taught in Arabic. 

Currently the ABS is the 
only school in Jordan to 
offer the IB. 

The conference was 
attended by members of the 
Council of Foundation, var- 
ious heads of IB schools, 
government Observers from 
Nigeria, Italy, Turkey, and 
Malta, invited observers, 
and members of tbe IB 
administration. 

As invited to speak was 
Jordanian writer and jour- 
nalist Rami Khouri who 
presented a slide show on 
Jordan and a brief overview 
of Jordan’s history and 
important cultural sites. 


Envoy says Lebanon willing to 
extend tomato import agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) ' — 
Lebanese Ambassador to 
Jordan William Habib 
Saturda said his country is 
willing to extend an agree- 
ment to import Jordanian 
tomatoes for 10 days 
through May 10 and is pre- 
pared to giant Jordanian 
agricultural products pri- 
ority in imports. 

Speaking at a meeting 
wife Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mustafa Shneikat, 
Mr. Habib said Lebanon 
was witting to import Jor- 
danian' produce over and 


above import agreement 
stipulations whenever 
there is a need for them in 
tbe Lebanese markets. 

Tbe meeting followed a 
statement by Dr. Shneikat 
in which he denied that 
the programme for 
exchanging products with 
Lebanon has been disrupt- 
ed. 

He said there were some 
delays in the exportation 
of eggplants to Lebanon 
because of the Eid Al 
Adha holiday last week, 
but added that future ship- 


ments should continue 
until the end of May 
according to the agricul- 
tural trade agreement 

Tbe minister said Jordan 
can, under tbe agreement, 
exports the eggplants to 
Lebanon between Dec. 11 
and May 30 each year. 

Dr. Shneikat said he 
called his Lebanese coun- 
terpart to explore the 
prospect of exporting Jor- 
danian potatoes to 
Lebanon, but was told that 
the country bad a surplus 
of the tuber. 
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Regent calls for removing ambiguities 
in practice of journalism 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, die Regent 
Saturday urged the media to 
help convey a positive 
image of Jordan and reflea 
the Kingdom's historic 
stands to fee world and pro- 
mote its views on domestic, 
regional and international 
issues. 

In an address to fee open- 
ing session of a two-day 
seminar entitled: “Tbe 

Media and Information: 
Realities and Prospects,” 
the Regent said tbe media 
also has a duty to enhance 
the sense of national 
belonging among Jordlnian 
citizens and reflea the 
country’s achievements in 
educational, cultural and 
other fields. 

Article 15 of the Constitu- 
tion stipulates that the state 
guarantees freedom of 
expression to all Jordanians 
provided that such expres- 
sion is conducted within the 
framewo± of the law and 
does not infringe on nation- 
al or social security, said 
the Regent in his address 
delivered on his behalf by 
Minister of Information 
Marwan Mu as her. 

“The time has come for 
removing all ambiguity and 
contradiction resulting 
from the various interpreta- 
tions of laws and regula- 
tions concerning fee worlf 
of the media,” said tbe 
Regent 


He said a committee 
established in 1988 and 
entrusted with developing 
tbe media and communica- 
tions paved fee ground for 
the recent introduction of 
amendments to fee Press 
and Publications Law and 
the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion Law and also to open 
information offices abroad, 
start training programmes 
for journalists and adopt 
modem technology to boost 
fee country’s radio, televi- 
sion and news agency ser- 
vices. 

Unde rlinin g the impor- 
tance of fee media, fee 
Regent said feat it is close- 
ly linked to and affected by 
political, economic, and 
cultural developments in 
fee country and fee world, 
adding that the media has 
followed tbe developments 
in fee Kingdom since its 
establishment in 1921. 

He stressed fee need for 
continuous development of 
the infor mati on and media 
services in a manner that 
would cater to fee needs 
and requirements of fee 
modem age and fee critical 
stage of fee country's histo- 
iy- 

Stressing fee need for 
development, fee Regent 
said feat fee .current laws 
governing the media are 
void of any rules on fee 
manner of dealing wife 
informatics and modem 
technology related to tbe 



Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas (right) Saturday addresses a seminar on water 
planning management (Petra photo) 

Arab specialists discuss 
water planning, management 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The total 
pnmiai underground and sur- 
face water reserves m Jordan 
are estimated at one billion 
cubic metres, but the country’s 
water needs for domestic, agri- 
cultural and industrial purpos- 
es are expected to reach far 
above this level in the coming 
years. Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas said Saturday. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a three-day day semi- 
nar entitled "Integration of 
Information Between Oil 
Drilling and Hydrogeology of 
Deep Aquiters” held) at the 
Royal Scientific -Society 
(RSS), Dr. Dabbas said the 
minis try, acting through die 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA), is doing all it to deal 
wife fee situation and locate 
additional water resources for 
the country. 

The scarcity of water in 
Islamic and Arab countries 
including Jordan is cause for 
concern to decision makers 
and planners who are endeav- 
ouring to find new resources to 
meet the challenge facing 
these countries in the next 
decades, said Dr. Dabbas. 

He said water planning and 
management are vital to ensur- 
ing sufficient amounts of 
water for economic and social 
development and to meet the 
needs of growing populations 
in these countries. 

Dr. Dabbas said many Islam- 
ic countries have been utilising 
the aquifers in the shallow lay- 
ers underground but have not 
readied deep aquifers about 
which they know very little 
and lack the technology to 


help them tap these resources. 

Murad Bino. executive 
director of the Inter-Islamic 
Netwoik on Water Resources 
Development and Manage- 
ment which is organising the 
meeting, told the opening ses- 
sion that drilling for oil and 
searching for water in tbe 
underground aquifers are relat- 
ed and the information collect- 
ed from both are essential to 
decision makers and planners. 

He expressed hope that the 
seminar will lead m integrated 
information between oQ 
drilling and hydrogeology of 
deep aquifers. 

Organised in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources/NRA, 
the seminar is attended by 30 
specialists from Jordan. Iraq. 
Saudi Arabia. Palestine, Syria 
and Egypt who will explore 
areas for integrating informa- 
tion between the serarch for oil 
and underground water 
resources. 

The participants are expect- 
ed to review 25 working 
papers, some of which dealing 
wife the oil drilling operations 
and studies of underground 
water in southern and central 
Jordanian regions, as well as 
water issues in the Middle East 
region. 

The Inter-Islamic Network 
on Water Resources Develop- 
ment and Management is an 
intergovernmental organisa- 
tion operating under the 
umbrella of the standing com- 
mittee on Science and Tech- 
nology Cooperation of the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference OIC) countries. 



Minister of Information Marwan Muasher Saturday attends a seminar on media and 
information (Petra photo) 


work of fee press in Jordan 
which remains confined to 
traditional methods. 

Organised at the Royal 
Cultural Centre by fee Jor- 
danian and Islamic Centres 
for Studies and Information 
in cooperation wife fee 
Amman Municipality, the 
seminar will focus on sev- 
eral working papers dealing 
wife the Press and Publica- 
tions Law and fee Jordan 
Press Association Law. 


The opening session was 
addressed by Bilal Tel, head 
of fee Jordanian Islamic 
Centres for Studies and 
Information, and Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi. 
The first session was 
chaired by Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh, chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee of fee 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 

The session reviewed a 
working paper by lawyer 


Salim Sweiss on fee laws 
governing press and publi- 
cations in Jordan which Mr. 
Sweiss criticised as failing 
to cater to fee requirements 
of modem journalism. 

He also said there was a 
need for amendments to 
regulations concerning fee 
election of fee Jordan Press 
Association president, the 
training of journalists and 
fee appointment of newspa- 
pers editors. 


Man receives death 
penalty for murder 

AI appeals to. Jordan to commute 
earlier death" Sentence " 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tbe Criminal 
Court Saturday sentence a 
man to death alter be was 
found guilty of fee premed- 
itated murder of his would- 
be mother-in-law in Jabal 
Nasser on April 4, 1995. 

The court tribunal 
presided over by Judge 
Mahmoud Bawadi and 
including judges Ahmad 
Khatib and Khalaf Raqad, 
found Mohammad Ahmad 
Mohammad, 25, guilty of 
stabbing his mother-in-law, 
Subhieh Amin Majdalawi, 
62, to death in her apart- 
ment in Jabal Nasser. 

According to fee prosecu- 
tion, tbe defendant, who 
confessed to committing 
fee crime, travelled from 
Zarqa, where be resided, to 
Amman on fee morning of 
April 4, and waited until his 
fiancee left tbe house. 

“Mohammad monitored 
tbe house, then went to the 
victim's room, drew a knife 
and stabbed Mrs. Maj- 
dalawi three times while 
she was asleep then fled fee 
scene,” fee prosecution 
said. 

In his confession to the 
prosecution and in court- 
room, fee defendant said he 
had to kill Mrs. Majdalawi 


because she was “constant- 
ly pressing me to many her 
daughter Randa.” 

“I wasn’t ready and 1 did 
not have fee money to get 
married, and the only way 
to end her nagging was to 
kill her,” Mohammad, a 
house painter said. 

Tbe verdia will be 
reviewed by a higher court 
within 30 days. 

The sentence handed 
down Saturday is the life 
death penalty to be 
announced since the begin- 
ning of fee year 

Meanwhile, in a recent 
statement published by 
Amnesty International 
(AI). fee human rights 
organisation appealed to 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and the Jordanian govern- 
ment to commute a recent 
death sentence issued in 
March against a 19-year- 
old man. 

Usama Husni was sen- 
tenced to death by tbe 
Criminal Court on March 
3 1 after he was found guilty 
of the premeditated murder 
of his eldest brother, Uqba. 

The Al statement, dated 
April 10, urged fee Jordan- 
ian government to sign the 
Second Optional Protocol 
to the Internationa] Con- 
vention on Civil and Politi- 
cal Rights aimed at abolish- 


ing fee death penalty. 

Currently there are at 
least 20 individuals who are 
either awaiting execution or 
whose cases, carrying the 
death penalty, are being 
reviewed in the Court of 
Cassation. 

Last year, eight civilians 
were reported executed in 
fee Kingdom. 

Amnesty International 
has repeatedly expressed its 
concern to fee Jordanian 
authorities about what fee 
organisation sees as fee 
increase in fee use of tbe 
death penalty over the last 
two years. 

It stated unconditional 
opposition to the death 
penalty and urged that no 
future executions be carried 
out in Jordan. 

According to its tenets, 
Amnesty International does 
not condone crimes of vio- 
lence, and recognises fee 
responsibility of govern- 
ments to bring fee perpetra- 
tors to justice. However, it 
opposes the deadr penalty 
in all cases as a violation of 
fee right not to be subjected 
to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading punishment ' as 
specified in fee Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights. 
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Minister of Health Aref Batayneh Saturday holds talks with visiting Bulgarian j 
.Minister of Health Mimi Mentkova. The Bulgarian minister, who arrived on an ; 
official visit to Jordan Friday, expressed hope that the Jordanian-Bulgarian rela- j 
tions would further develop, particularly in medical field (Petra photo) 
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4 World News 


Australians call for tough 


gun laws after massacre 


HOBART, Australia (R) 
— Thousands of Austra- 
lians marched through the 
streets of Hobart and 
Sydney Saturday demand- 
ing tougher gun laws fol- 
lowing the country’s worst 
shooting massacre by a lone 
gunman, which left 35 dead. 

More than 2.500 people 
packed the lawns outside 
Parliament House in Hobart 
in the southern island state 
of Tasmania, only 50 kilo- 
metres from the site of the 
killings at Port Arthur, 
demanding politicians act 
swiftly to tighten gun laws. 

'*Our innocence was vio- 
lated. and we've become yet 


another statistic on the 
international firearm cata- 
strophe toll." Royal Hobart 
Hospital Emergency 
Services Director Brian 
Walpole told the crowd. 

“Our home may never be 
the same again. We can and 
must start to build a safer 
and more compassionate 
society. The first step is to 
rid society of these offen- 
sive weapons," Mr. Walpole 
said. 

“The weapons of war 
roust never grace Australia's 
streets and fields again,” he 
said. 

In Sydney, more than a 
thousand people braved 


heavy rain to rally in Hyde 
Park on the edge of the 
city’s central business dis- 
trict, filing for a national 
register of all firearms, 
licensing of gun owners and 
the banning of automatic 
and semi-automatic wea- 
pons. 

Last Sunday a lone gun- 
man with a high-powered 
rifle gunned down 32 peo- 
ple in one hour of terror ar 
the historic convict site of 
Port Arthur. By Monday 
mnrning the death toll was 
35 after the gunman fled a 
burning cottage, leaving 
behind three dead hostages 
in the charred remains. 



A young boy rests banners on a hedge during an anti-gun rally outside Parliament 
House in Hobart Saturday. More than 2500 people marched through the streets of 
Hobart and Sydney Saturday demanding tougher gun laws following the country’s 
worst shooting massacre by a lone gunman, which left 35 people dead in the south- 
ern Australian island state of Tasmania on April 28 (Reuter photo) 


Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard has proposed 
a total national bah on all 
automatic and semi-auto- 
matic firearms be accepted 
at a special meeting of 
police ministers from all six 
states and two territories in 
Canberra on May 10. 

But while Tasmania has 
announced such a ban, and 
the state of New South 
Wales has moved to hand 
back gun control laws to 
Howard, other states such as 
Queensland are opposed to 
uniform national gnu laws. 
Gun laws are now a stare 
responsibility. 

There are an estimated 3.5 
million guns in Australia, 
with about 500 gun-related 
deaths a yean 

Australian Martin Bryant, 
28, has been charged with 
one of the murders and 
remains tight police 
security in the Royal Hobart 
Hospital where hie is being 
neared for bums to his back 
and buttocks. Mr. Bryant 
has not been required to 
enter a plea. 

Tensions on the island of 
half a million people are 
r unning high, with the hos- 
pital receiving two bomb 
hoaxes in the past 24 hours 
and hospital staff receiving 
threatening telephone calls. 
Hospital officials say some 
staff have taken stress leave 
or holidays while Mr. 
Bryant remains in the hospi- 
tal. 

Me. Bryant is expected to 
stay in tire hospital for tire 
next few weeks before 
being transferred to Ho- 
bart's Risdon Prison. 


Actor misses sex suit I Yeltsin heckled but warns 


questions due to illness °f Communist threat 


NEW YORK IR) — 111 and allegedly in urgent need of 
surgery, actor George C. Scott flew to California Friday 
without giving a deposition in a S3. 1 million sexual harass- 
ment suit brought by his former personal assistant. - *■ 
New York Supreme Court Judge Alice SchksingCT ruled 
Scoct did not have to appear at 'this time because WE "had nor 
been properly served by lawyers for Julie Wright, 26. who 
claimed the actor could die before testifying in the case. 

in a lawsuit seeking more than S3 million. Ms. Wright 
accused Scott making demeaning sexual comments and 
try ing to kiss and fondle her. Outside the courthouse, her 
attorney, Mark Alonso, accused the Oscar-winning actor, 
best-known for his portrayal of Gen. George Patton, of 
fleeing the court’s jurisdiction. 

But Scon’s lawyer. Daniel Markewich, said he was in 
immediate need of an operation to repair an aortic 
aneurysm and had on left Friday for California. 

Scott. 68. left the Broadway show in which he was 


appearing. Inherit The Wind, after failing to perform 
Thursday night, his attorney said. Scon’s stint in the show 


had been scheduled to end Sunday. 

Scott's doctor said in a deposition that he was too ill to 
undergo questioning and the stress of the case could kill 
him. His aortic aneuiysm. a weakening of the heart wall, 
also could kill him if he did not undergo surgery, Dr. Jess 
Harris of Malibu, California, said in court papers. 

Due to the nature of the lawsuit, “it is not unlikely thru 
the anxiety and stress of this procedure would cause Mr. 
Scott’s aneurysm to burst and kill him," the doctor said. 

Ms. Wright, who worked as Scott's personal assistant 
until last week, claims Scott said to her: “1 need a pack of 
Lucky's, call up room service for eight bottles of Bud and 
a bottle of Smirnoff, and now for the real question. Will 
vou have my baby?" 

" She also alleges the actor said, “I just don’t understand 
why you won’t sleep with me." 


Ms. Wright was paid $1,500 a week plus room and board 
to handle fan mail run errands, take messages and make 
appointments, tire suit said. 

“I now believe the sole purpose of my employment was 
to satisfy Scott's sexual whims.’’ she said in the soft. She 
also said Scon told her he expects to die during the opera- 
tion. 

A publicist for Scon called her accusations “absurd and 
completely untrue." 



A woman who worked as a personal assistant for actor 

George C. Scott has accused him of sexual harassment 
and asked him to appear in court because she fears be 
may die soon. Scott EFShown as Henry 
a scene of the Broadway play Inherit The Wind, which 
doses May 5 (Reuter photo) 
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Protesters hold anti-gun placards daring a 
Saturday. (Renter photo) 


ion in Sydney’s Hyde Park 


Rao goes on offensive as Indian 
elections enter home Stretch 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin, back on 
the campaign trail after a tour of China, faced heckling 
from angry pensioners Friday but said his aim remained to 
stop a Communist victory in next-menti’s presidential 
election. .f* 

Epderly people and workers assailed Mr. Yeltsin over 
non-payment' of pehsidils and salaries when, he visited the 
town of Yaroslavl, some 250 kilometres northeast of 
Moscow. 

“We have not been paid for four months in a row,” said 
one elderly woman in a crowd. “The workers are being 
squeezed, squeezed,” complained a younger woman. 

The hostile reception he encountered was in line with 
previous reaction to the campaigning Kremlin leader from 
people who have lost out in Russia’s transition to a market 
economy. , 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, later called off a trip to tire ancient town 
of Vladimir scheduled for Saiurday, his office said. 

There was no immediate explanation why he decided not 
to go to Vladimir. 160 kilometres east of Moscow and one 
of 16 stops he planned this month in a whirlwind regional 
tour. 

Despite the vocal criticism, Mr. Yeltsin seemed in good 
humour as he strolled around Yaroslavl in brilliant spring 
sunshine, laying a wreath at the monument to tire town's 
founder, Yaroslavl the Wise, and greeting a couple of 
young newlyweds. 

But tire Kremlin leader, who trails Communist Party 
leader Gennady Zyuganov in opinion polls ahead of tire 
June 16 election, reacted sharply when a Communist war 
veteran asked him whether be was p repa red to withdraw 
his candidacy. 

“1 will not withdraw my candidacy. I will not fight for 
power, but 1 will fight for Russia", he replied. 

ITAR-TASS news agency quoted him as saying that 
reforms had not been completed yet and that there was a 
real danger of a return to the Communist past if Mr. 
Zyuganov wins. 

He acknowledged that mistakes had been made in the 
recent years. “But with hand on heart, could it have been 
otherwise?" he asked. “After all, what we did was unprece- 
dented. Mistakes are also experience for us, our capital” 

“All these years I have been and remain the guarantor of 
freedom," be said, adding that his opponents had been tak- 
ing advantage of this freedom to attack him. “Will they 
preserve these freedoms if they come to power?” he asked. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who looked tired at a meeting with local 
media leaders in Yaroslavl has been particularly active in 
recent weeks despite suffering two heart attacks last year 
which doctors ascribed then to a heavy work-load and 
stress. 

He hosted, in short order, a two-day summit of tire Group 
of Seven industrialised nations on April 19-20, then a one- 
day summit with U5. President Bill Gmton, before leav- 
ing on a hectic three-day tour of China from which he 
returned, via Kazakhstan, on April 27. 

Mr. Yeltsin, according to Interfax News Agency, told 
people in Yaroslavl that he was in the best of health and he 
urged them to turn out and vote for him next month. “It will 
be a taming point in the history of Russia.” Ire said. 

Interfax quoted him as telling local Muslim leaders in 
Yaroslavl: “Pray for me and I will not give you over to the 
Communists. (Russian) Orthodox worshippers are praying 
for the president, do tire same.” 

Mr. Zyuganov, 51, whose party made big gains in a par- 
liamentary election last December on widespread disen- 
chantment with Mr. Yeltsin’s policies, says market reforms 
have bred social injustice and spawned a crime-ridden, 
immoral society. 

Mr. Yeltsin, asked Friday about his election chances, 
replied: “One has to be sure (of victory) but not become 
complacent," ITAR-TASS news agency said. 

He said Thursday that one destination in May would be 
tire breakaway Republic of Chechenya, scene of 17 months 
of bitter fighting between Russian troops and separatist 
rebels. 

He said that when he went to Chechenya be would press 
tire idea of three-way talks involving government comnris- 
sion officials, rebel field commanders and the Chechenya 
pro-Moscow government 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Indian Prime 
Minis ter RV. Naras imha Rao launched a 
last-ditch offensive against his opponents 
Saturday in the home stretch of a gruelling 
mid-summer general election campaign. 

Mr Rao, stumping tire eastern state of 
Bihar, lashed out against both the main 
opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP, 
Indian People's Patty) and a centrist-leftist 
alliance seeking to oust his Congress (I) 
from power. 

The 74-year-old premier, who has staked 
his political future on the polls, told a senes 
of rallies in the town of Bhagalpur, consid- 
ered a communal tinderbox, that tire pro- 
Hindu BJP “played with tire people’s senti- 
ments.” 

“The BJP only believes in dividing the 
people by inciting communal passions. 
FmiHnmenfalistn will grow under commn- 
nalism,” the Press Trust of India quoted him 
as saying. 

He dismissed the centre-left alliance, 
known as the “Thffd Force," as a political 
mishmash and blamed the main centrist 
opposition Janata Dai (People’s Party) for 
mining the economy during its brief term in 

office in 1989-91. 

“A government which could be preoccu- 
pied with ensuring its survival day-to-day 
cannot be expected to herald an era of peace 
and prosperity,” said Mr. Rao, tire Congress 
president.' . 

His attack came on the ponnltimate daytof ^ 
campaigning before some 210 million peo- 
ple troop to tie polls Tuesday to choose 183 
representatives to tire 545-member Lok 
Sabha, the lower house of parliament 

Heavyweights whose fortunes will be 
decided in Tuesday's ballot include Scindia, 
Vajpayee, former Prime Minister Chandra 
Shekhar; 

Congress rebel leader Aijun Singh and 
reformed “Bandit Queen” Phoolan Devi 

Vote-counting begins Wednesday and a 
clear picture of tie results will be known by 
Friday. 

A peaceful re-poll was. meanwhile, held 
Saturday in parts of the southern states of 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka and tire 
northern state of Rajasthan, Election 
Commission officials said. 

The fresh polling, being held under heavy 
security, was ordered after violence and 
alleged rigging maned Thursday’s second 
phase of voting. 

Meanwhile a senior government minister 
stud Prime Minister Rao should relinquish 
I leadership of the ruling Congress Party 


after tie country’s general elections, tie 
Times of i India newspaper reported 

Saturday. | . 

“We will have to find a new (Congress.) 
Party president after tie general elections," 
industry minister and senior Congress 
member Kuhnoti Karimakaran told tie 
newspaper in an interviewm published 
Saturday, as the last main phase of the polls 
approached . ' 

It was the first time a serving minister m 
Mr Rao’s government had openly criticised 
his leadership of Congress. 

Mr. Karunhkaran said that whatever the 
outcome of tie national election, a power 
struggle within tire party was inevitable. 

“There is a feeling in tie party that at has 
failed to cash in on thft good performance of 
the Congress government This is primarily 
due to tire organisational weaknesses,” Mr. 
Karimakar an said. 

While most .senior congressmen are 
unwilling to discuss tire party leadership 
openly, Mr. iSCarunakaran was critical of Me 


Rao, saying ire did not have enough time for 
party work. | 


party work. | 

He said in the interview the Congress 
Party had bungled over finding suitable 
electoral allies in the southern state of Tamil 
Nadu and northern Uttar Pradesh. 

The party’s electoral moves triggered the 
defections of senior party members, includ- 
ing former .Commerce Minister P. 
Ghidasabara|n,~a>^strong advocate .of the. 
economic ref orms Mr. Rao introduced in 
1991. | 

Mr. Chidambaram, who broke away over 
Mt Rao’s alliance with Tamil Nadu state’s 
rating regional party, has also said a leader- 
ship change is in the offing. 

Mr. Karantakaran said most congressmen 
who had deserted Mr. Rao, including Mr. 
Chidambaram and former ministers like 
NT). Trwaii, Aijun Singh and Madhavrao 
Scindia, wo6ld return to the Congress Party 
without Ml |Rao as its leader. 

Me. Singhj who heads a splinter Congress 
group — Congress (Tiwari) — said while 
addressing in election rally Friday that his 
group would consider rejoining tie original 
Congress ifjMr. Rao was not leader. 

“With Mri Rao there, the Congress does 
not remain. ;If you want to keep a rump to 
perpetuate a single individual then don’t 
talk about tie Congress or unity in it,” Mr 
Singh said. ; 

Analyse say Congress would need their 
return if it had to mobilise enough support 
to form a government 


Western hostages in Kashmir sighted 
as kidnapping enters 11th month 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— Four Western hostages 
taken by Muslim guerrillas 
have been sighted in south 
Kashmir as their abduction 
entered the 1 1th month, 
Indian army and intelli- 
gence sources said Satur- 
day. 

The hostages are safe and 
ynharmed and being 
moved from hideout to 
hideout by their abductors 
within a radius of 25 kilo- 
metres around tire southern 
Kashmiri town of 
Anantnag, Brigadier PJP.S. 
Bhindra said. 

Ananinag, reputed to be a 
Muslim mratanl bastion, is 
located 80 kilometres south 
of Srinagar, the summer 
capital of Kashmir: 

“Our aim is to know tire 
movement of the hostages 
and their kidnappers so that 
we keep our troops away 
from them to avoid direct 
confrontation for the safety 
of tie Western hostages,” 
said Bhindra. 

The offices; who heads 
army operations in Kash- 
mir; ruled out military ac- 
tion to rescue tire hostages. 

“Armed kidnappers, 
along with hostages, keep 
changing tieir hideouts,” 
an intdligence source said. 
“They (hostages) were 
seen wearing Kashmiri 


woollens, sporting a bean} 
and looking more Kashmiri 
than Caucasian.” 

Britons Paul Wells and 
Keith Mangan, American 
Donald Hutchings and 
German Dirk Hasert were 
seized by tire A1 Faran 
guerrilla group in early 
July along with Norwegian 
Hans-Christian Ostrb 
while trekking in the Kash- 
mir Himalayas. 

Ostro was beheaded in 
August by the kidnappers, 
who demanded tire release 
of 15 jailed colleagues in 
retom for their release. 

The A1 Faran is reputed 
to be a from for the 
Afghan-dominated Harkat 
Ul-Ansar. . 

“The government hafc 
made it very clear and. 
taken a firm decision not to 
accept any conditions ofAJ 
Faran,” said Brig. Bhindra. 
adding the governments cjf 
Britain, tie United States 
and Germany backed tire 
Indian stand. 1 

“Four months ago. Ail 
Faram militants directly 
tried to contact the 
American and British 
embassies but they refused’ 
to talk to the mflitnnfg and 
told them to contact Indian 
government representa- 
tives,” he said. j 

U.S. British and German 


embassy officials have 
been camping in Kashmir 
since the kidnapping in 
July to help Indian authori- 
ties secure the hostages’ 
release. 

There has been no offi- 
cial contact with the abduc- 
tors since Nov. 26 when i 
negotiations broke down. 

. Muslim rebels fighting 
fot£n end to Indian rule in 
Kashmir, the country’s 
only Mas lim-maj ority 

state, have kidnapped 
scores of Indians and about 
10 foreigners since the sep- 
aratist drive began in 1989. 

The kidnapping of Wells, 
Mangan, Hutchings- and 
Hasert is the longest 
abduction dr ama in the 
strife-tom state, where 

12,000 people have tied in 
violence related to the 
Muslim separatist drive in 
the past seven years. 

A1 Faran had claimed the 

Man army took three of 
tie hostages after a file- 
fight on Dec. 4 near the 
south Kashmir town of 
Dabran in which a top sep- 
aratist was killed. The 

Indian army has denied tie 
claim 




BEIJING (AFP) — A 
Chinese expert on stam- 
merers has claimed a 100 
oer cent success rate -on 
{note than 10,000 suffering 
stutterers, with a cure that 
includes asking patients to 
sing in railway stations, a. 
report said Friday. Wang 
Wei, who cured bis own 
boyhood stammer with tie 
helD of an acoustics profes- 
sor in the 1970s, says all 
his patients are now able to 
talk perfectly and even sing 
__ a feet backed up by pub- 
lic health officials in the 
southwestern produce of 
Sichuan. Wang, 36, heads 
the Chengdu Stammer 
Hospital in the provincial 
capital and claims that 
most of his patients can 
recover normal speaking 
abilities in just 10 days. 
Wang’s method features a 
combination of psycholo- 
gy, physiology, education, 
linguistics and medicine. 


Stewardess helps 
to rescue 
fishermen 


LONDON (R) — An 
eagle-eyed British Airways 
stewardess helped to save 
three U.S. fishermen when 
she happened to glance out 
of a porthole and spotted 
their ship blazing some 
34,000 feet (10,500 me- 
tres) below. Jane savage 
told reporters that she had 
been on a flight from 
Heathrow to New York 
when the clouds suddenly 
parted to reveal smoke ris- 
ing from tie water. The 
Boeing 747's pilot tuned 
mtn an emergency channel, 
picked up an automatic 
SOS beacon and contacted 
U.S. authorities, who sent a 
helicopter to pluck the men 
from a life-raft 160 kilome- 
tres off the coast of Mas- 
sachusetts. 


Diana said 
dragging heels 
over divorce 


LONDON (R> — Princess 
.Diana is threatening to 
make estranged husband 
Prince Charles wait anoth- 
er 20 months before granti- 
ng him a divorce, the Daily 
Express said. The right- 
wing tabloid said Princess 
Diana was resisting pres- 
sure from Prince Charles, 
heir to the throne, to sign a 
divorce petition before ag- 
reeing to the terms of a 
financial settlement The 
Express said Queen 
Elizabeth was furious tint 
the couple’s discussions 
were deadlocked and had 
appealed to them to sort out 
their differences for the 
sake of tieir two young 
sons. 


New York 
company retains 
rights to Titanic 


NORFOLK, Vir ginia (R) 
— A New York salvage 
company has been granted 
exclusive salvage rights to 
the wreck of the Titanic by 
a U.S. federal court which 
rejected a challenge by a 
Californian television pro- 
ducer, But tie court or- 
dered that the company, 
RMS Titanic Inc, must 
make all the artifacts reco- 
vered from tie wreck avail- 
able for public exhibition. 
The salvage company has 
been exploring the Titanic 
wreck since 1987. 


U.S. State 
Department denies 
holding ‘palaces’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The U.S. Stale Department 
angrily rejected a congres- 
sional agency report that it 
holds on to unused “pala- 
ces” worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars. “Let me 
tell you this. We don’t have 
any palaces...We don’t 
cave any bcach-from re- 
sorts," department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said. 
The Washington Times 
quoted Benjamin Nelson, 
rve- , Accounting 

Office s director of interna- 
tional relations issues, as 
saying t he State Depart- 
ment could save millions of 
dollars by selling off 
unused palaces, beach- 
front resorts and vacant 
ambassadors’ residences.” 
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Tbe body of a soldier with Charles Taylors NPFL killed moments before in combat with Roosevelt Johnson’s 
ULIMO-J is evacuated under fire during heavy figt{^ng around the Barclay Training Centre. Fighting continued 
in the Liberian capital for the fourth straight day after a 10 day ceasefire broke down (Reuter photo) 

Liberia battles continue despite Johnson departure 


MONROVIA (R) — Fighting flared in 
the Liberian capita) Saturday after eth- 
nic Krahn warlord Roosevelt Johnson 
left Monrovia to take part in peace 
talks in Ghana. 

Small arms fire and the occasional 
rocket-propelled grenade could be 
heard from the seafront west of the 
barracks where the Krahn are based. 

The Linited States stepped up pres- 
sure on faction leaders to bkt the 
fighting, demanding that they reinstate 
an April 19 truce, restore Monrovia as 
a safe haven from the civil war, and 
attend a West African summit ;iin 
Ghana next week. 

Tbe U.S. State Department singled 
out Charles Taylor, who started the 
civil war in December 1989. and said 
the United States had been working 
very closely with Johnson. 

Mr. Taylor, who had demanded Mr. 
Johnson's surrender as a condition for 
any new ceasefire, welcomed his 
departure as a step towards peace. 

“We welcome this development,” 
Mr. Thylor, a vice-chairman on tbe rul- 


ing Council of State, told Cable News 
Network television Friday. “Now that 
he’s out we can gei to a cessation of 
hostilities.'' 

Mr. Taylor had said Thursday there 
could be no ceasefire until Mr 
Johnson surrendered. Rival militias 
fought in the city centre Friday but 
gunfire quietened as night fell. 

Mr. Johnson flew out of the Liberian 
capital to Sierra Leone and on to 
Ghana for talks- with West African 
leaders, who are holding a s ummi t on 
May 8. 

The Accra s ummi t will consider 
wbai can.be salvaged from a peace 
accord signed in Abuja last August, 
which set a timetable for disarmament 
and elections within a year. 

Brigadier-General Gabriel Anyank- 
pele, chief of staff of the West African 
peacekeeping force ECOMOG, said 
ECOMOG drove Mr Johnson from the 
city’s Barclay Training Centre Bar- 
racks to the U.S. embassy, from where 
he flew out in a U.S. helicopter. 

He said two members of the ruling 


council, bead of state Wilton Sanka- 
wulo and elderly traditional chief 
Tamba Tailor, had flown to Accra. 

Brig. Anyankpele said Ml Taylor 
was still in the capital despite rumours 
that he had left. 

Mr. Taylor told CNN he would also 
attend the talks. 

The United States said it would bar 
anyone deemed to be impeding the 
peace process from entering the coun- 
try, a sanction applied several times 
during the six-year civil war. 

‘The United States is prepared to 
consider further measures to demon- 
strate its intolerance of tire faction 
leaders’ obstruction of tbe peace pro- 
cess,” State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums told reporters. 

Battles in the city first began on 
April 6 after the council tried to arrest 
Mr. Johnson for murder. 

A 10-day truce collapsed Monday 
when Mr. Taylor went to the executive 
mansion, the presidential complex, 
with his fighters, and was forced to 
flee under a hail of g unfir e. 


White House sees, return of ‘nasty negative Dole’ 


WASHINGTON ( R) — -The White House took a swipe at 
presumptive Republican presidential -nominee Sen. Bob • 
Dole Friday, predicting Americans would see a return of 
“the nasty, negative Bob Dole” in the election campaign. 

White House spokesman Mike McCarry began his daily 
briefing, which followed a news conference on the April 
jobless figures, by accusing Sen. Dole campaign strategists 
of advising the Republican to turn to negative campaign 
tactics. 

“Now that the economy is perforating so strongly. 
Senator Dole’s advisers (are) suggesting that Senator Dole 
will have to resort to very negative campaign tactics in 
order ro make any headway in his campaign,” Air. McCuny 
said. 

"The unfortunate bad news that goes with this good eco- 
nomic news is that we’re about to see the return of the old 
Bob Dole, the nasty, negative Bob Dole,” he added ' 

The White House spokesman waS launching a pre-emp- 
tive strike against a speech Sen. Dole is scheduled to give 
Friday in Nassau County, New York, where he was expect- 
ed to attack President Bill Clinton’s vetoes of Republican- 
sponsored bills. 

The Clinton administration has grabbed every opportuni- 
ty to paint recent economic data, including Friday’s 
announcement that unemployment fell to 5.4 per cent In 
April from 5.6 in March, in the most politically attractive 
light. 


On Friday, it orchestrated a news conference that includ- 
ed Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin and Labour Secretary 
Robert Reich to talk up the figures, which showed that only 
2,000 jobs were created last month after 178.000 in March. 

Historically, solid economic growth is correlated with a 
strong showing at the polls by an incumbent president If 
tiie economy remains healthy, it is likely to be a growing 
problem for Sen. Dole, who currently lags Mr. Clinton by 
about 20 percentage points in opinion polls. 

Mr. McCurry’s comments about Sen. Dole, which were in 
his opening statement and were not prompted by a question, 
were themselves a case-in-point of negative campaigning. 

Tbe White House spokesman seemed to be trying to res- 
urrect the image of Sen. Dole as partisan haichetman, a rep- 
utation that dates to the 1976 presidential campaign when 
the Republican was President Gerald Ford’s running mate. 

Sen. Dole was widely criticised then for claiming that 
Democrats were responsible for America’s wars, citing the 
fact that democrats were in the White House at the out- 
break of World War n, the Korean War and the Vietnam 
War. 

The image returned in 1988 when Sen. Dole snapped at 
George Bush to “stop lying about my record” after Sen. 
Dole lost the critical New Hampshire presidential primary 
to Mr. Bush, who. went on to win the presidency. 

Dole campaign officials were not immediately available 
for comment 


n j.p m Marcn, in tne most politically attractive uoie campaign omcuus were not immediately avauaoie 

for comment 
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COLOMBO (AFP) — Tamil Tiger 
rebels blasted power pylons in north- 
eastern Sri Lanka Saturday, cutting off 
elecrricity and stepping up attacks in 
the region, military officials said. 

The separatist Lib eration Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) used explosives 
to bring down two pylons at Thama- 
palagamam in the district of Trin- 
omial ee where they also shot dead 
two police constables, the officials 
said. 

‘The terrorists have damaged the 
main high tension power line to 
Trincomaiee," a local official said. Tt 
will be some time before we can 
restore the supply.” 


The two constables were killed in 
the same district at the town of Muttur. 
Tigers also fired a barrage of mortar 
bombs at an army outpost in the east- 
ern province Saturday, wounding five 
soldiers, the Defence Ministry said. 

Earlier last month, the Tigers 
destroyed high tension power lines in 
Trincomaiee but the authorities were 
able to make alternative arrangements 
to restore electricity supply. 

The Tiger guerrillas have stepped up 
their attacks against security forces as 
well as sabotage of public utilities in 
tbe east of the country following the 
military setbacks suffered by them in 
the northern -Jaffna peninsula. 


Security forces were Saturday con- 
solidating in areas of the peninsula 
wrested from the Tigers for the first 
time in 10 years, while nearly 250,000 
Tamil civilians have crossed rebel 
lines and entered government con- 
trolled areas. 

On Friday, the Tigers blasted a navy 
boat taking food to leprosy patients 
and lulled seven security personnel 
and wounded three others. 

Tbe Tigers are leading a protracted 
campaign for independence in the 
northern and eastern regions where the 
two milli on Tamil minority is concen- 
trated. More than 50.000 people have 
died in bitter fighting since 1972.. 


Italy’s Di Pietro to become public works minister 


ROME f R) — Antonio Di Pietro, the 
former anti -corruption magistrate 

whose probes swept away Italy’s old 
political order, said Saturday he was 
willing to be a minister in a new cen- 
tre-left govemment. 

“I believe the work of the ministry of 
public works to be the natural continu- 
ation of what wacs carried out by “mani 
pulite” (clean bands),” Mr. Di Pietro 
said In a letter to centre- left Olive Tree 
bloc leader Romano Prodi. ■ 

“Earlier it was a question of expos- 
ing how the links between politics and 
business had deteriorated, now it’s a 
question of laying rhe foundations for 
transparency in the renewal of invest- 
ment and business initiatives,” he 
wrote. 

Mr. Di Pietro, regularly named as 
Italy's most respected personality in 
opinion polls, was the star of the Milan 
“clean hands” team of anti-graft inves- 


tigators who from 1992 exposed wide- 
spread corruption in Italian party poli- 
tics. 

He quit suddenly as a magistrate in 
December 1994 and has subsequently 
set hims elf up as a moral commenta- 
tor. 

The Olive Tree bloc won control of 
the Senaie in Italy’s April 21 general 
election but depends on the support of 
die hardline marxists of Communist 
Refoundation for a majority in the 
Chamber of Deputies. 

Mr. Prodi, who cannot be asked offi- 
cially by President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro to form Italy 's 55th postwar 
government until parliament has cho- 
sen its two speakers later this month, 
confirmed he had approached Mr. Di 
Pietro. 

“There is an agreement and it’s deep, 
clear and simple. If I am asked to form 
a government — because we must not 


forget that this is required first — I 
will ask Di Pietro to accept the min- 
istry of public works.” he told 
reporters. 

“He, as you know, has said he is 
willing to accept it and join us in this 
great adventure.” 

” Mr. Prodi said there had been no 
haggling with Mr. Di Pietro over 
office while the former magistrate said 
in a newspaper interview published 
Saturday that he had not been asked to 
“make a declaration of faith” to the 
centre-left. 

Mr. Di Pietro, who had spoken 
recently of entering politics as an 
“autonomous force”, assured Mr. 
Prodi he did not intend to form a new 
centrist party of his own. 

“I agree with the main points of your 
programme,” he told Mr. Prodi in a 
faxed letter ofjcceptance dated May 


Chechen rebels attack Russian 
HQ in Grozny; one killed 


MOSCOW (R) — Chechen rebels 
attacked the Russian Interior Ministry 
headquarters in the capital Grozny 
Saturday, killing one of the building’s 
defenders, Interfax News Agency said. 

The rebels opened fire on tbe head- 
quarters from several different points * 
for more than an hour and troops 
guarding tbe ministry shot back, it 
said, adding that it had no information 
on rebel casualties. 

Chechen separatists have vowed to 
step up attacks against Russian troops 
after the death of their leader, Dzho- 
khar Dudayev, who was killed late last 
month in what was believed to be a 
Russian rocket attack. 

President Boris Yeltsin, campaign- 
ing for reelection in June, has pro- 
posed a peace plan for the region 
where more than 30,000 people have 
been killed since Moscow launched a 
campaign in December 1994 to quell 
its independence biff 

Mr. Yeltsin said earlier this week that 
he planned to visit Grozny in mid- 
May. But the rebels, who enjoy the 
support of many local residents, re- 
main sceptical about Moscow's peace 
offers. 

In separate reports, Russian news 
agencies said police in Moscow had 
arrested the former mayor of Grozny, 
Beslan Gantamirov, on charges of 
embezzling funds set aside for tbe 
reconstruction of the shattered Che- 
chen capital. 

Mr. Gantamirov, who resigned as 
mayor last month but continued as 
deputy prime minister in the Moscow- 
backed government, is charged with 


organising the theft of several billion 
roubles sent to Chechenya from 
Russian federal coffers. Interfax said. 

A spokesman for the prosecutor-gen- 
eral’s office told AFP that Mr. 
Gantamirov was arrested at Moscow’s 
Sheremetevo Inte rnational Airport. 

Meanwhile, Ruslan Martagov, 
spokesman for the pro-Moscow Che- 
chen government of Doku Zavgayev, 
said Me. Gantamirov’s arrest was “a 
serious blow to the authority of the 
Chechen government,” ITAR-TASS 
reported. 

Mr. Martagov told reporters that Mr. 
Gantamirov, 33, “was never a close 
associate of Doku Zavgayev — rather, 

he was a figure one had to reckon 
with.” 

Mr. Gantamirov was elected mayor 
of Grozny in 1991, but in 1993 the city 
council was dissolved by force on die 
orders of Chechen independence 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev and Mr. 
Gantamirov became a leader of the 
armed opposition to Dudayev. 

After Russian troops captured 
Grozny in February 1995 Mr. 
G antamiro v was reinstated as mayor. 

He became deputy prime minister in 
Mr. Zavgayev’s government after Mr. 
Zavgayev won controversial elections 
in December 1995, which were boy- 
cotted by Dudayev's supporters. 

Under Mr. Zavgayev, Mr. Gantami- 
rov was repoosible for tbe tax inspec- 
torate, customs service, licensing 
commission and auditing service, 
ITAR-TASS reported. 

At the end of last year a tax inspec- 
tor in Grozny, who asked not to be 


named, told AFP that most of the 
reconstruction money for Chechenya 
was handled by seven banks, “one of 
which belongs ro Mr. Gantamirov. 
although it is officially under Someone 
else’s name.” 

As for the others, he named several 
powerful Moscow banks known to 
support President Boris Yeltsin's cam- 
paign for reelection in June. 

Announcing bis peace plan for 
Chechnya on March 31, Mr. Yeltsin 
called for a fundamental change in the 
allocation of financial and material 
resources for Chechenya, saying they 

“often do not reach those who need 
them most.” 

“The government has been strongly 
instructed to deal with abuses and 
ensure that aid to the (Chechen) 
Republic gets to the right address. 

“Aid will be supplied only to dis- 
tricts and i towns where stability has 
already been ensured,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said. 

Me. Zavgayev also ordered a crack- 
down on embezzlement of funds allo- 
cated for reconstruction. 

Chechenya' s infrastructure has been 
devastated by the 16-month war which 
erupted when Moscow poured troops 
into the Muslim north Caucasus 
republic in December 1994 to crush 
the independence movement led by 
Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

Zetimkhan Yan darby ev took over as 
rebel leader after Dudayev was killed 
last month in what the separatists said 
was a targeted Russian missile attack. 


France 
hands over 
former 
ETA leader 
to Spain 

TOULOUSE, France 
(AFP) — Former head of 
tbe Basque separatist orga- 
nisation ETA Jose Antonio 
Unutifcoetxea was handed 
over to Spanish authorities 
by France early Saturday. 
French police said here. 

Unutikoetxea, 46 r— 
alias Josu Temera — was 
handed over at the eastern 
Pyrenees frontier post of 
La Junquera around 2.45 
a.m. (0045 GMT). 

He was taken from prison 
in Toulouse within minutes 
of ending a sentence im- 
posed in 1989 for criminal 
association, carrying arms 
and falsifying documents. 

“He was taken to the 
frontier of the country of 
which he has nationality, 
Spain, in accordance with a 
ministerial expulsion order 
of Feb. 6, 1987,” a police 
official said here. 

The French Interior Mi- 
nistry said the expulsion 
order had been carried out 
in view of “a serious threat 
to public order in France ” 
Once across the border, 
Urrutikoetxea was put into 
a Spanish police car. 

Later Saturday outgoing 
Spanish Interior Minister 
Juan Alberto Belloch said 
Urrutikoetxea was en route 
for Madrid where he would 
be handed over to Spanish 
legal authorities. 

Police sources, however, 
said Urrutikoetxea was 
already in the custody of 
Madrid police where he 
would undergo a medical 
examination. 

The expulsion, protested 
by human rights groups in 
France, came just hours 
before new conservative 
Spanish Premier Jose 
Maria Aznar was sworn, in 
in Madrid. 

On Friday, Spain’s Sup- 
reme Court had asked 
Madrid to revive an appli- 
cation for the ETA leader’s 
extradition from France, 
originally made in Novem- 
ber 1990, but which French 
legal authorities said they 
never received. 

Urrutikoetxea’s lawyer 
said in that case he should 
have been allowed to leave 
France for a destination of 
his choice. 

Urrutikoetxea was jailed 
for 10 years in 1989 and 
banned from France for 
five years after his release. 
The sentence, with remis- 
sion, ended Saturday. 

El Pais said the two gov- 
ernments agreed on the 
handover late Friday. 


Colombia’s attorney general 
held as political crisis deepens 


BOGOTA (AFP) — Attorney General 
Orlando Vasquez surrendered to authorities 
Friday to face charges he took money from 
the Cali drag cartel as the political crisis 
deepened around President Ernesto 
Samper. 

He was immediately taken into custody 
and held at a training school for Secret 
Service Agents (DAS) located outside 
Bogota. 

It was the first time in Colombia’s history 
that an attorney general has been held in 
police custody, and underscored the precar- 
ious position of Mr. Samper, himself under 
a congressional investigation in a drug 
money scandal. 

At an annual bankers convention Friday 
in Cartagena, Mr. Samper was greeted with 
boos and whistles as be began to address 
the audience. About a quarter of die 1,000 
participants walked out on him. 

One attendee explained that it was impos- 
sible to listen to a president “so seriously 
questioned about his links to drug traffick- 
ing-” „ 

Mr. Samper, visibly upset, responded to 
the protest in his speech, using strong lan- 
guage against his critics. He accused them 
of promoting a “character assassination” 
campaign against him and his colleagues, 
which he said “would be difficult to have a 
happy ending.” 

Mr. Samper is accused of accepting mil- 
lions of dollars in contributions to his 1994 
presidential campaign from the Cali cartel, 
tbe world’s largest drag trafficking organi- 
sation. 

The president has maintain ed his inno- 
cence and resisted calls for his resignation, 
the latest coming Friday from the head of 
Colombia's industrial sector. 

Speaking to reporters in Caitegena, where 
be was attending the bankers convention, 
Luis Carlos Villegas, president of the 
National Industrial Association, said Mr. 
Samper most step down immediately to 


avoid further damage to the country. 

“If the crisis continues, we will pass from 
ungovernability into impossibility,” he said. 

The latest twist to the Samper crisis came 
Thursday with Prosecutor General Alfonso 
Valdivieso’s move to arrest his attorney 
general. 

Mr. Valdivieso alleged that Mr. Vasquez 
accepted cartel money to finance his 1994 
failed Senate bid and that a cartel front 
company paid for Mr. Vasquez’s stay at a 
luxury hotel in Cali on at least two occa- 
sions. 

At the time the warrant was issued Mr. 
Vasquez’s whereabouts were unknown. He 
made no comments to the press when he 
was arrested. 

The 49-year-old attorney general, 
appointed by President Samper in 
December 1994, is accused of accepting as 
much as 200,000 narco-doli ars. 

A controversial member of the ruling 
Liberal Party who in the past served as inte- 
rior minister, congressman and ambassador 
to Chile, Mr. Vasquez has insisted on his 
innocence. 

As attorney-general Mr. Vasquez was in 
charge of investigating public officials. 
Last week, the Supreme Court suspended 
Mr. Vasquez for three months for trying to 
obstruct Mr. Valdivieso's investigation of 
him. 

Mr. Valdivieso's charges against him are 
the latest in a series of arrests in his year- 
long anti -corruption campaign to ferret out 
the link between drug money and the 
Samper government. 

Mr. Valdivieso has already put behind 
bars Mr. Samper’s main campaign chiefs 
and seven Liberal deputies. 

A congressional panel was expected to 
recommend within days whether to call for 
a full trial of Mr. Samper in the Chamber of 
Deputies. Mr. Samper has been accused of 
knowingly taking $6 million in drug money 
for his 1994 electoral campaign. 


U.S. Republicans add on billions 
of dollars more for defence 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Republicans have added 
about $13 billion to Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton’s pro- 
posed 1997 military budget 
in defence authorisation 
bills approved by key con- 
gressional committees this 
week. 

The bills reflect Repub- 
lican election-year priori- 
ties: Greater spending on 
weapons and more money 
for development of a con- 
troversial national missile 
defence programme. 

Overall, the authorisation 
bills passed by the House 
National Security Commit- 
tee Wednesday and by the 
Senate Armed Services 
Committee Thursday would 
be a sizeable jump from Mr. 
Clinton's requested $254.4 
billion to $2673 billion. 

On tbe broader issue of 
spending on weapons, there 
was bipartisan concern that 
a 40 per cent cut in spend- 
ing since 1985 threatened to 
leave the military with no 
replacements as existing 
weapons systems become 
outdated. 

‘1 support the commit- 
tee’s emphasis on moderni- 


sation in the procurement 
and re-search and develop- 
ment accounts,” Senator 
Sam Nunn said Friday. 

“Some of the provisions 
in the committee bill will be 
the subject of vigorous 
debate, but I am confident 
that we will work to-gether 
to produce a national de- 
fence au-thorisation bill 
that supports our national 
security.” he said 

Although tbe increased 
spending on fighters, war- 
ships and submarines is 
aimed at halting tbe pro- 
curement slide, it also 
appeared tailored to rein- 
force the Republicans 
image as the party that most 
favours a strong milit ary. 

The national missile 
defences, in particular, has 
been singled out as a hot 
button political issue by 
Republican presidential 
candidate Bob Dole, who is 
sponsoring legislation that 
would mandate deployment 
of such a system by 2003. 

Tbe House bill would add 
$724.8 million for the bal- 
listic missile defences, rais- 
ing it from the $2.8 billion 
sought by the administra- 


tion. 

As part of that, it adds 
$350 million for national 
missile defences and $386 
• million for tbeatre missile 
defence programmes that 
the Clinton administration 
had de-empbasised. Tbe 
Senate added $855.9 mil- 
lion for ballistic missile 
defences, including $300 
million for national missile 
defences and the rest for 
theatre missile defences. 

Tbe two bills must be rec- 
onciled after going to a vote 
in their respective houses. 

The administration sought 
to shift spending from 
national missile defences 
and higher-altitude theatre 
missile defences to shorter 
range battlefield missile 
l defences. 

It argued there was no 
immediate threat of an 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile attack against the 
United States, while U.S 
military forces were ex- 
posed to the threat posed by 
shorter-range ballistic mis- 
siles. 






6 Opinion & Analysis 




Jordan Times 

An Ai* potocri My HUM hi Ci«M »•» «* *«** ^ fl 1,1 

(uiUd IV* 

■- — ° A_>l' <.*j*.yi. jM S*— ■ V— W -r/* »*» /f’ I 

Chairman of the Board of Director*: 

- MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

'MOHAMMAD AMAD 
"txhtor-in-Chkr: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

. Editorial and advertising offices: : 

Jordan Press Foundation, * 

University Rand, P.O. Bo* 6710* Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311* 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile; 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 1 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


The danger lingers 

THE GENEVA conference on anti-personnel land- 
mines has ended with a sober recognition that there is 
still a long way to go before the menace of nearly 100 
million landmines scattered all over the world can be 
ended. Delegates from 55 conn tries, which partici- 
pated in the two- week conference, were only able to 
tighten the rules on the deployment and m a nufactur e 
of mines but failed to outlaw them altogether. Some 30 
countries and the International Committee of the Red 
Gross (ICRC) have been demanding a total baa on the | 
use and manufacture of mines doe to the heavy tofl 
that they take on innocent lives, especially tat the 
developing co un tries. It is estimated that hidden, 
undetectable or forgotten landmines left behind by 
armed conflicts maim or UD about 25,000 hmormt 
dvflians every year, many of them are cbHdren at play 1 
or farmers toiling their fields. 

The nature of anti-personnel mines as ind fae r faa fa- 
ate tools for death and destruction is what pr om p ted 
the ICRC and scores of nations beaded by Sweden to 
call for a total ban on their deployment. Stffl, as Mr. 
Johan Molander of Sweden, the chairman of the j 
Geneva meeting, has commented at the conclusion of ! 
the deliberations, the limited achievements corid ! 
nevertheless save 4 *many, many lives,*’ if applied in 
foil. On the pins side, the new pact regulating the use 
of i—AhIhw will outlaw undetectable mines and I 
stipulates that all anti-personnel urines contain met al 
objects to make them detectable. This is no smal 
achievement because much of the fat a l i ties or fa vorin' 
caused by mines are attrfimtable to u ndetect a b le 
mines. 

The new agreement also walks the extra mile fat the 
direction of reducing the indiscriminate impact of 
mines by making most of them self-destruct wi thin 30 
to 120 day*. This feature may take care of the millions 
of mhics that continue to cause death and injuries j 
many yean after the end of hostiMtfcs. 

Of course, there can be no acceptable solution to the 
problem posed by mines other than a total baa on 
them. In recognition of the insufficiency of current 
.international action on (his subject, ICRC de s c ri bed 
the results of the Geneva meeting as simply “very, 
very weak and very, very modest.” The quest for total 
prohibition of the deployment or m a nufarfm e of 
anti-personnel mines should, therefore, r emain the 
ultimate objective of mankind. TO! that mnmrnf 
arrives, we can only take comfort at the fact that some 
progress has been attained to limit the <fire conacqn 
ences of landmines on human life. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON a visit to Ankara by the Egyptian 
foreign minister to discuss Turkey’s recent military deal 
with Israel, a writer for A1 RaT said Saturday that 
Egypt had received assurances from Turkey that its deal 
with Israel is not strategic in nature and does not have a 

S ic military objective. If this is so, then Syria and 
have nothing to worry about and the Turirish- 
ehuioRS are not expected to become strained, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. Following his visit, the Egyptian 
minister said Cairo was satisfied with Turkey's expla- 
nation of the situation and felt feat Syria had nothing to 
fear from the deal despite its already strained tie* wife 
Ankara over fee Turkish plans to reduce the quantities 
of river water flowing into Syria and Damascus’s host- 
ing of Kurdish rebels and training Kurdish groups to 
create trouble for Turkey, according to the writer. 
Indeed, since Cairo has received such assurances, it 
could play a key role in reconciling Damascus wife 
Ankara and help both sides settle their dif fere nc es , 
especially as both Syria and*Turkey have declared their 
stwd vis-6- vis Iraq and have agreed feat fee Kurds must 
not be able to create an independent state, added the 
writer. He said that Ankara has all the reasons not to 
play up its deal wife Israel because it does not wast to 
worsen its ties with fee Arab countries on fee oik band 
and because it has already faced strong opposition to 
fee deal from the Turkish political parties. 

COMMENTING ON Israel's announcement that it wQl 
delay its pull out from Hebron until after fee Israeli par- 
liamentary elections. A1 Dustoor daily said Saturday 
tint this reflects badly on fee whole peace process tod 
constitutes a violation of fee Oslo ag re e men ts. The 
paper said feat fee delay poses a major obstacle to fee 
delegations gathering in Taba today to discuss seeps for 
the final settlement of fee Palestine question and casts 
new doubts on Israel's real intentions. Observes 
believe that Shimon Peres does no wish to endanger his 
Labour Party’s position in fee coming elections by tak- 
ing a decision that might anger fee Jewish settler* in 
Hebron, but this irresponsible stand does not augur well 
for future Phlestmian-Israeli relations, said fee pap a, If 
Israel is dragging its feet over fee question of with- 
drawal from Hebron as agreed in Oslo, what could be 
expected from fee Jewish stare in fee roaring negotia- 
tions over fee status of Jerusalem, fee refugees and the 
settlements in the Taba negotiations? asked fee paper: 
U.S. President Bill Clinton who has asked President 
Yasser Arafat to help facilitate fee Taba negotiations, 
said the paper, is called on the uigc Israel to also hon- 
our its commitments and fulfil its promises. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dc Failed Fanek 


1996 economic targets evaluated 


FOUR MAIN targets were set in advance by the econom- 
ic adjustment programme, agreed upon wife fee 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), to be achieved in 
1996. It pays to point out those targets and subject them 
to an early evaluation, to determine the extent of success 
or failure of the official policies in the attempt to reach the 
targets. 

The first target is a real economic growth of the gross 


this target However; the huge jump of 24 per cad in 
imports daring the first month of this year, in comparison 
with the same period of last year, is a troubling sign to say 
fee least 

The fourth target is to farther build die net reserve in 
foreign exchange of fee Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ)_by 
adding some $150 nrillzoa, so that it exceeds $600 mfltioD 
by the end of 1996. Most likely tins objective, or some- 


domestic product (GDP) at a rate of not less than 6.5 per thing very dose, may be realised. However; success m 
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cent. Under the circumstances, this is obviously a very 
ambitious objective. The current tentative estimates indi- 
cate that it will not be folly achieved. The real economic 
growth of GDP in 1996 will, most likely, range at around 

5 per cenL This would be good enough had it not been for 
fee extraordinary high annual growth rare of fee popula- 
tion, which is over 3 per cent. Population growth makes 
fee improvement in tire standard of living difficult objec- 
tive indeed. 

The second economic target for 1996 is the containment 
of inflation, keeping it at below 3.5 per cent, despite the 
impact of higher rates of indirect taxes, especially sales 
tax and the planned reduction of subsidies on basic goods 
and services such as water, electricity, bread and animal 
feed. This is also an ambitious target It may look realis- 
tic in comparison wife the low inflation rates which were 
experienced over the past two years. However, today’s 
most conservative forecasts for inflation in 1996 put 
inflation at 6 per cent It could be more. 

The feud target is to achieve another reduction in the 
deficit of fee current account of fee balance of payments, 
to go below 4 per cent of the GDP. It is still too early to 
pass judgment on the extent of success in approaching 


this respect depends on several factors, some of which ate 
external and accordingly not under tire control of tire 
authorities, while others are domestic andrelated to tire 
level of confidence in tire future of tire Jordanian dinar. 

Public confidence in the dinars does not require tire con- 
cerned officials is tire government and tire CBJ to do 
much; suffice it to cease issuing unwarranted announce- 
ments which the public is ready Do misunderstand. 

In general, the expected economic results of 1996 will 
be Even if not all fee main economic objectives 

are achieved as planned, tire economy will continue to 
show positive signs, and tire overall economic indicators 
will give favourable readings, which may be less titan 
hoped. 

The above is my own assessment based on tire available 
information. The government is expected to conduct a 
through and timel y evaluation, so that it can modify its 
policies if necessary and accelerate efforts to achieve tire 
objectives of 1996. 

An IMF delegation arrived Saturday in Amman to con- 
duct their usual mid-year evaluation. Hopefully the 
results will be satisfactory, and no tougher measures will 
be needed. 


Victory or defeat of a ‘giant’ 
— Israel should know 


By G. H. Jansen 

"It is excellent to have a 
giant’s strength 
But it is tyrannous to use it like 
a giant." 

And Shakespeare, in “Measure 
for Measure" would have said: 
And even worse when the 
giant, in this case Israel, uses 
its giant’s strength clumsily 
and inefficiently. 

Foe, precisely two minutes 
before the ceasefire between 
Israel and Hizbollah was due 
take effect at 04:00 am. cm 
April 27. after 17 days of 
heavy firing in foe “Grapes of 
Wrath" operation. HfahniMi 
fired a Katyusha into Israel 
which hit a building in fee 
northern settlement of Kiryat 
Shimonah. 

Little wonder, then, that the 
mayor of Kiryat Shimonah 
described fee “Grapes of 
Wadi” as a “faflarc" because 
fee proclaimed objective of 
that operation was to stop 
Hizbollah firing Katyusha 
rackets into northern Israel. 
Yet at fee very end of the oper- 
ation fee threat, actively, was 
still there. 

This proves that all of 
Israel's massive firepower was 
of no nse and (hat should give 
Israel pause and time to con- 
sider whether its quantitative 
superiority in material is 
enough to permit Israel to 
obfiterate aad subdue its Arab 
enemies. So for, obviously not. 

lb emphasise the Israeli fad- 
ore, not only military but also 
political aad diplomatic, it 
code roly 78 hours after die 
laboriously worked out cease- 
fire for Hizbollah to resume 
shooting mortar bombs into 
brad's “security zone" in 
South Lebanon. More than cree 
commentator had predicted 
that foe ceasefire would not 
hold, bur no one thought that it 
would be challenged so quick- 
ly- 

Thanks to an apparently lim- 
itless supply of arms from foe 
U.S. to Israel — Israel’s gift to 
the U-S. aims industry — 
Israel could virtually deluge 
South Lebanon with high 
explosives. A count by UN. 
peacekeepers shows that there 
were 3,000 aerial sorties by 
figftier bombers and fteBcopter 


gunships over the 17 days; 

30.000 artillery shells were 
fired, phis hundreds of shells 
from navy ships offshore. By 
contrast. Hizbollah loosed off 
1,100 Katyushas during this 
period. 

Israel's huge weight of metal 
was supposed to be aimed at 
Hizbollah firing points and yet 
Israel claims to have killed 
only 30-60 Hizbollah fighters, 
while the militia itself admits 
to 17 killed. 

Cleariy Israeli shooting 
could not have been very accu- 
rate, despite the fact that Israel 
seeks and foe U.S. supplies foe 
latest'Stafie-of-foe-art sophisti- 
cated weaponry, particularly in 
this battle of computerised 
range finder. Considering foe 
number of times the Israelis 
blamed their killing of civil- 
ians on “human error" perhaps 
some of these weapons were 
too sophisticated even for 
Israefi soldiers. (This was the 
case with the newest weapons 
given by the U.S. to Pakistani 
sokficra for use in the tank bat- 
tles in the Indo-Paltisan con- 
flict in the Punjab). This exam- 
ple shows that not only Third 
World countries should be 
wary of foe latest American 
toys because they could be 
beyond the technical capacity 
of fee soldiery. 

The Israelis have never real- 
ly accepted fee vital truth of 
the Napoleonic dreturn that in 
war the spiritual is to the mate- 
rial as three to one. Hence the 
basic Israeli error to think feat 
massive bombardment by air; 
land and sea from a force of 

20.000 or 3GJXX) men would 
make the Hizbollah resistance, 
300-800 of them, break and 
run. But that did not happen. 

But numbers can be mislead- 
ing because fee only regular 
army involved, feat of Israel, 
(fid not u*e any of its infantry 
units. The regular army was 
ptrseot wife artillery units, 
which played the major role. 
The army was also there with 
its tanks which were used as 
mobile artillery. Israel at tiroes 
shuffled its tanks bade and 
for* near the border for 
morale and psychological pur- 
poses. 

The reason for Israel’s 
strange withholding of its 
infantry and armour is that 


when Israeli soldiers meet 
Arab soldiers face to face, fee 
Israelis do badly. Also; Israeli 
Premier Shimon Peres, facing 
imminent and difficult general 
pVftinna did not dare run the 
ride of Israelis coming home in 
body bags from an operation 
for which he, personally, was 
responsible. 

In at least two of Israel’s 
offensives against Lebanon, 
the deterrent or punitive effect 
was rained by a mistaken mas- 
sacre. The first was fee mas- 
sacre of Palestinian refugees in 
the Sabra-Shatila camps near 
Beirut in 1982 during the so- 
called “Peace for GaffieeC.. 
operation^ This was repeated 
this time in the- UN. Fijian, 
camp at Cana when over 100 
civilian men, women and chil- 
dren were slaughtered. Like 
Sabn-Shanla, it produced 
worldwide revulsion, but 
unlike Sabra-Shatila, nothing 
much inside Israel, which in 
fee intervening 14 days has 
evidently became hardened to 
its criminal behaviour. 

Cana caused an outcry 
because the 12 shells feat 
killed fee refu g e es were feed 
into fee bean of fee Fijian 
compound and continued to 
fall over a period of 10-12 
minutes after the UN. had told 
the Israelis to stop firing. This 
was due to "human error;’' 
according to fee Israelis who 
also claim fear they “did not 
know” there were cmHans in 
fee camp, although a senior 
UN. official had given them 
that very information two dear 
days, 49 hours, before foe mas- 
sacre. 

The strong accusation, by 
foe. world community, the 
civilised world, of this abomi- 
nation was shown when repre- 
sentatives front all fee contin- 
gents of fee mu hinatiooal UN. 
force, UNIFIL. attended die 
mass funeral of the massacre 
victims. 

"Grapes of Wrath" was a 

long-distance offensive, a 
state-of-the-art technological 
assault in which die state-of- 
the-art Israelis should have but 
did not have the advantage 
over their low-tech Arab ene- 
mies. 

The inevitable post mortem 
attempts to find reasonsibr fee 
poor showing of the Isael 
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and free trade 


army have focused on its lead- 
ership, particularly feat of 
Major General Amnon Levine, 
who admitted last year in an 
interview that die army rou- 
tinely shot dead wounded 
Hizbollah gueiriHas. The gen- 
eralship in theis campaign has 
been compared by Israeli 
observers to that of a general 
in the 1930s of whom it was 
said he was “so stupid feat 
even fee other generals 
noticed^. 

There would also seem to 
have been friction and lade of 
coordination between civilian 
and military leaders, wife the 
, generals taking the bit between 
their teeth and doipg mare than 
was . ordered: General Giara 
Inbar; commanding in the 
“security zone," said in so 
many words that fee army 
would not bow to any inexpe- 
rienced politician when it 
came to carrying the battle to 
the enemy. 

This operation not only 
showed the Israel army’s 
incompetence, it also permit- 
ted Lebanon to outwit IsraeL It 
is now known that the cutting- 
off of fee electricity supply to 
most of Lebanon, thought to 
have been caused by Israeli 
bombing of power stations, 
was actually a resfih of a delib- 
erate switch-off by the govern- 
ment. This tricked the Israefis 
into calling off further attacks 
on a fedliry supposedly 
already out of action. Power 
was switched on into full oper- 
ation as soon as fee ceasefire 
“understanding’' was reached, 
to fee amused delight and 
relief of fee Lebanese. 

Will the obvious faitare and 
fee tragic debacle of this oper- 
ation convince Israel drat 
“behaving like a giant” is fruit- 
lew and feat, as so often 
repealed by Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafiq Hariri, only 
negotiations can really resolve 
problems? Probably not 
because of the bfind, .nsdis- 
cnmmatmg support given to 
fee Jewish stare by foe United 
States. 

The Lebanese pubfic is won- 
dering whether IsraeL both 
civil and military, has learnt 
the main lesson of “Grapes of 
Wrath” — that victory does 
not always go to foe side using 
a giant’s strength Eke a giam 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

ECONOMIC SANC- 
TIONS are intenuptions or 
teals to interrupt trade or 
economic . relations 
between countries in order 
to change die policies of the 
targeted nation. Sanctions 
that involve a form of 
d e nial or the imposition of 
some barriers on tbe 
imports of a nation are 
known as “trade boycotts”; 
and those that involve a 
form of denial of exports 
are called “embargoes”. 

Tbe primary focus in eco- 
nomics and politics is on 
whether sanctions are 
effective or not in b ringing 
about the desired policy 
changes. For example, the 
U.S. : embargo placed on 
American grain exports to 
the former USSR over tbe 
latter ’s invasion of 
Afghanistan failed badly as 
other countries saw a 
chance to increase their 
own grain exports to the 
USSR. Among these coun- 
tries was Argentina which 
led tbe unravelling of the 
sanction effort by increas- 
ing its grain exports to tbe 
Soviets in spite of an initial 
promise of acquiescence to 
tbeU.S. 

■ The US., which suppos- 
edly champions free trade 
and supports free market 
. systems all over the w&Id, 
has initiated over 8(rper 
cent of all economic boy- 
cotts feat have been 
imposed in the last hundred 
years. Additionally, tbe 
U.S. presence in any trade 
sanction activity is a major 
requirement for the success 
of fee sanction. Why? For 
trade sanctions to work, the 
country being embargoed 
has to be small so that tbe 
boycotting or embargoing 
nations do not suffer great 
economic. -. losses- - • for 
extended periods; one of 
die countries boycotting the 
subject nation has to be 
large in older to punish 
offenders and compensate 
members of the team for 
losses; and tbe embargo has 
to be complete or supported 
by fee majority of the trad- 
ing nations in order to sus- 
tain damage and avoid 
cheaters. 

Recently, the United 
States of America submit- 
ted complaints to fee World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
against Portugal, Turkey, 
India and Pakistan forfail- 
ing to maintain their cam- 
mitments on intellectual 
property rights. Portugal 
will be taken to tbe WTO 
by the U.S. this year over 
an inadequate patent law; 
Turkey is in trouble for 
placing discriminatory 
taxes on box office rev- 
enues from foreign films ; 
I nd ia and Pakistan do not 
have patent protection for 
pha rmaceutical and agri- 
cultnral/cbemicai products 
but they have a few years 
still to implement protec- 
tion under the WTO’s 
Agreement on Trade Relat- 
ed Measures in Intellectual 
Property (TRIPS), so they 
will escape fee wrath of tbe 
U.S. for several years. 

Political pressure in the 
U.S. has been mounting to 
impose sanctions on Owna 
for the failure of the lan#^ 
to close down tbe numer- 
ous factories which pro- 
duce pirated computer soft- 
ware and videos. China, 
wife exports to the U.S. 


valued at $Z billion last 
year, has been threatened 
■ with sanctions in tbe form 
of punitive tariffs. Most 
significantly, the imposi- 
tion of such tariffs is con- 
trary to the Most Favourite 
Nations status that the U.S. 
granted to China. 

Do big countries always 
play "'tir in international 
trade? Tbe answer is nega- 
tive. Recall how the U.S. 
during tbe early Reagan 
years convinced Japan to 
voluntarily reduce its 
exports to cars to tbe U.S. 
upon fee protectionist s 
outcries of fee U.S. auto 
makers. This protectionist 
policy hurt fee U.S. con- 
sumer and die Japanese 
producer as it created a $14 
billion bonanza to the U-S. 
auto man ufacturers which 
according to Lester 
Thurow, tbe MIT econo- 
mist, was squandered on 
non -quality improvement- 
related investments. Bush 
tried the same tactics wife 
the Japanese towards the 
end of his term in a cam- 
paign move to blame fee 
outside world for fee U.S. 
economic downturn that 
was partially caused by his 
somewhat confused eco- 
nomic policies. 

So what does all this have 
to do wife Jordan? Free 
trade does not mean fair 
trade. Most economic theo- 
ries in support of free trade 
are based on fee assump- 
tion that all nations are 
almost tbe same size and 
they can negotiate their 
agreements wilfully to 
achieve efficient outcomes. 

“Big countries can 
dictate policy, 
dominate negotia- 
tions, impose sanc- 
tions, and they 
never have to play 
by the rules . Small ' 
countries must 
play by the rules, 
adhere to co- 
venants and plan 
strategically for 
their approach to 
free trade ” 

Not a real world scenario if 
one considers politics and 
the harsh economic reali- 
ties of the world. However, 
as an advocate of free trade, 
globalisation and fee inte- 
gration of Jordan into fee 
world market, I must 
underscore that our entry 
into the world economy 
will greatly benefit Jordan 
if we know fee rules of the 
g ame . Big countries can 
dictate policy, dominate 
negotiations, impose sanc- 
tions, and they never have 
to play by the rules. Small 
countries, such as Jordan, 
Pakistan, Turkey and India, 
must play by the rules, 
adhere to tire covenants 
they have signed and plan 
strategically for their 
approach to free trade in 
our increasingly " interde- 
pendent world. We should 
never view free trade as a 
panacea for all fee ills of 
Jordan; always re memb er 
feat Jordan is a small coun- 
try whose skill at obtaining 

whatever gains it desires 
will have to be viewed in 
fee context of who is “big” 
and who is “small " 


Refugee tragedy ups ante in Bosnian peace process 


By KurtSchork 

Reuier 

SARAJEVO — Bosnians 
are dying again as a result 
of inter-ethnic violence, 
threatening the country’s 
fragile peace process and 
leaving the international 
coramnniry without a dear 
response. 

Two Bosnians were killed 
and as many as ten others 
were wounded last week 
when an attempt by Muslim 
refugees to visit relatives* 
graves m Serb-controlled 
t er ri t or y went wrong. 

Witnesses repotted two 
Muslim men were shot 


dead by Serb gunmen in an 
angry confrontation. Others 
were wounded when they 
fled fee scene in panic and 
entered a minefield. 

The incident was but the 
latest in a series of attempts 
by refugees and displaced 
persons to return to their 
places of origin across tbe 
inter-entity boundary line 
separating Bosnia’s Mus- 
lixo-Croat Federation from 
its Serb Republic. 

Monday’s deaths were tbe 
first in post-war Bosnia as a 
result of hostiltics since 
January when a sniper 
opened fire on a tram in 
Sarajevo, but they came as 


no great surprise. 

“Since there is no practi- 
cal plan to deal wife the 
return of refugees and dis- 
placed persons feat would 
give them any satisfaction, 
violence and deaths were 
inevitable,” said an aid 
worker wife long experi- 
ence in Bosnia. 

‘Tbe miracle is it didn’t 
happen sooner. The 
international community’s 
approach is to negotiate 
returns. That gives hardlin- 
ers fee power to manipulate 
tbe process md block 
movements. Tbe Serbs are 
past masters from U.N. 
days." **■ 


Raioiiing visits to family 
graves and former homes 
faroaofc negotiations is 
intended to build confi- 
dence on both sides of fee 
inter-entity boundary line 
as a prelude to actual 
returns. 

Ins t e ad , the tedious and 
often inconclusive process 
is only inflaming passions 
among tbe more than two 
million uprooted Bosnians 
here and abroad, making ft 
that much easier for trou- 
ble-makers to stir fee pot 

freedom of movement 
and fee right of refugees 
a nd d isplaced persons to 
return to their homes are 


written into fee dayton 
peace accord which ended 
the 43-month Bosnian war 
last yean 

Unless those rights are 
realised on fee ground, de 
facto partition of the coon- 
tty along ethnic lines is 

ujevitable. Countrywide 
elections scheduled for 


massive international assis- 
tance. 

■ Local Muslim, Croat and 
Serb leaders have all played 
a part in blocking returns in 
parts of Bosnia. 

But the most notorious 
opponents of ethnic ieinte- 
gahon are Bosnian Serb 


mid-September under Day- f rcsi dent Radovan Karadz- 


ton would become a farce. 

Already relief workers are 
waned that hundreds of 
thousands of the million or 
*? displaced persons inside 
Bosnia will be stuck in col- 
lec ? v ® centres and 
makeshift housing for vet 
another winter, Wquufog 


ic and his army commander 
General Ratko Mladic. 

Tbe two provided uncom- 
promising political and mil- 
itary leadership for a sepa- 
ratist Serb state during the 
Wfu - and both have twice 
Deen indicted for war 
enmes by a U.N. tribunal. 




7 "Vf* 


•5 V- V 



Features 


Jordan Times, Sunday, May 5, 1996 


7 



, All Hamas 
militants in jail' 

jf (ContlBiMd from pogc 12 ) 

of Hamas of trying to topple 
the PNA in order to resume 
foe armed struggle for the 
creation of a Palestinian Isla- 
mic state. 

Tbe PNA has arrested hun- 
dreds of Hamas militants 
since the group carried out 
three suicide bombings in 
Israel in an effort to torpedo 
' the peace process. 

Israel has also arrested 
hundreds of militants. 

Col. Dahlan charges that 
Hamas had given a massive 
boost to the budget for its 
activities in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since the 
- launch of Palestinian auton- 
omy in May 1994. 

“Hamas has set a budget of 
SI million a month to finance 
their activities in the Palesti- 
nian territories/' he said. 

Col. Dahlan revealed that 
bis services were holding 
“dozens of people” charged 
with collaborating with 
Israeli occupation forces. 

Jk‘ “We have refused Israeli 
V demands for them to be 
handed over and the accused 
will be tried by Palestinian 
courts for espionage,” he 
said. 

Yassin calls played down > 

Hamas played down Satur- 
day a call from its jailed 
spiritual leader Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin for coexist- 
ence with Israel. 

Sheikh Yassin's remarks 
were “fabricated by the Shin 
Bet (Israeli intelligence -ser- 
vice) which exploited his ill- 
ness and bad (prison) condi- 
tions/’ charged Amman- j 
based Hamas spokesman 
Ibrahim Ghosheh. 


Newspapers scramble to the net, but doubts remain 



By Neil Wiaton 
Reuter 

LONDON — Newspapers 
and magazines are falling 
over themselves to publish 
on tbe Internet, but doubts 
remain whether potential 
readers will find computer 
delivery attractive com- 
pared with traditional meth- 
ods. 

Subscriptions to newspa- 
pers and magazines in 
Europe, delivered across 
tbe worldwide network of 
personal computers, will 
increase by ISO per cent a 
year between now and 
2000, according to the tech- 
nology consultancy Data- 
moniior. 

Earlier this year German 
media giant Bertelsmann 
said its multimedia sales 
would hit two billion marks 
($138 billion) by 2000, 
boosted by its linkup with 
Internet pioneer America 
online. 

Even U.S. software leader 
Microsoft is offering its 
customers news and multi- 
media services. 

But some analysts wonder 
whether people are willing 
to pay signincant money to 
get news on a computer. 
They say that newspapers 
and magazines deliver a 
sophisticated, user-friendly 
and keenly priced product 
perfected over decades. 

And many pioneer Inter- 
net users seeking a news 


briefing have quickly 

returned to traditional 

methods saying connec- 

tions are maddeningly slow 
and systems often impene- 
trable. 

Undeterred, Dow Jones, 
publisher of the Wall Street 
Journal, this week 
announced the launch of its 
interactive edition. This 
will be delivered across the 
Internet and promises 

updated news 24 hours a 
day, stock prices, and back- 
ground information. 

Philip Revzin. editor and 
publisher of tbe Wall Street 
Journal Europe said the 
new product was air yied at 
small and professional 
investors. He wouldn’t 
reveal the subscriber target, 
or how much money had 
been allocated to tbe pro- 
ject 

“The only ben chmar k we 
have is tbe 350,000 people 
who registered for money 
and investment update,” 
Mr. Revzin said. 

This was a free Internet 
service offered last July. 
The new interactive edition 
will cost $49.95 a year. 

“We will find a (global) 
marke t, but is it two milli on 
people or foiy million peo- 
ple or 500,000, I don’t 
know” Mr. Revzin told 
Reuters. 

“Tbe point is to get a 
whole new class of people 
watching this. People who 
are searching for informa- 


tion, small investors, pro- 
fessional investors. 

Bloomberg and Reuters 
(Holdings. Pic) might have 
some of that market,” Mr. 
Revzin said. 

Datamonitor believes that 


2/586,000 households will 
have signed up for Online 
news services in Europe by 
2000. But like many projec- 
tions in these new computer 
driven markets, they show 
extraordinary extrapola- 


tions from piffling current 
sales. 

Datamonitor reckons that 

31,000 European house- 
holds currently subscribe to 
Online services. 

Hundreds of newspapers 


across tbe globe have pub- 
lished on foe World Wide 
Web. But many just dump 
the print edition on to foe 
net without tailoring it for 
electronic publishing. 

This is known as “shovel- 


ware” and explains why 
most newspapers are avail- 
able free on the Internet- 

Analysts say that persuad- 
ing people to pay for infor- 
mation on foie Internet is 
difficult, but by no means 
impossible. 

“Getting people to pay is 
a significant move, but it 
would be our view that if 
you have a strong enougb 
name and position in tbe 
market and aim at business 
users, there’s no reason 
why they would fail to 
pay” said Adam Damn, 
senior analyst at high tech- 
nology consultancy Inteco. 

“Companies like (Pear- 
son’s) the Financial Tunes 
and Wall Street Journal, if 
they make foe thing attrac- 
tive and put in the hypertext 
links, can carry this off.” 
Mr. Damn said. 

Hypertext allows foe 
reader to delve deep into 
databases with tbe click of a 
mouse. An underlined word 
in a story would signal the 
place to dick for related 
information. 

Datamonitor says Ger- 
many will do minat e the 
market in -Europe by 2000, 
accounting for about 50 per 
cent of ail subscribers to 
Online news and magazine 
services. Britain would be 
in second place, dosely fol- 
lowed by Holland and 
France. 


Romanian digs deep 


Scientists map universe 


The sheikh, jailed for life 
in Israel seven years ago, 
called on Israeli television on 
Friday for Palestinian-Israeli 
K r> coexistence. 

“Why not make peace with 
Israel? Peace is necessary. 
The Palestinian people have 
to live side by side with the 
State of Israel,” said tbe 
Sheikh for implication in the 
murder of an Israeli soldier. 

Sheikh Yassin said that “if 
the Israelis bad given foe 
Palestinian people all their, 
rights, tbe Palestinians would 
already have recognised the 
State of Israel/* 

But Mr. Ghosheh said 
Hamas position was un- 
changed. 

"We reiterate our in van-. 
able stance since the move- 
meat's birth in. 1987: holding 
on to Palestine from the Jor- 
dan River to the Mediterra- 
nean and pursuing tire resist- 
ance strategy until libera- 
tion," Mr. Ghosheh .told 
AFP. 

; cs He said Hamas was not in a 

• - : position “to discuss Sheikh 
Yassin’s remarks so long as 
he remains behind bars.” 
“When our symbol has 
been discharged away from 
pressure and blackmail, we 
could look into and discuss 
his statements.” 

The spiritual leader's calls, 
according to Mr. Ghosheh, 
are not binding. “Out deci- 
sion are hammered out by the 
political leadership in foe 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip 
and tbe diaspora." 

Sheikh Yassin on Thurs- 
day, also on Israeli television, 
called for his supportes to 
return tbe body of a soldier 
kidnapped and killed seven 
years ago, after meeting the 
Israeli's mother. 

Mr. Ghosheh, meanwhile, 
said Israel’s refusal to set a 
timetable for its army's rede- 
Ja ployment from the West 
j? Bank town of Hebron was “a 
.slap in the face for the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity” and its concessions. 

The delay until after the 
Israeli elections on May 29 
“reflects foe nature of foe 
Zionists who cannot be hand- 
led through negotiations and 
concessions but rather 
through resistance,” he said. 


into cave mysteries 


By Roxana Dascaln 
Reuter 

BUCHAREST — A biolo- 
gist who defected from 
communist Romania just 
after be discovered a cave 
with previously unknown 
life forms, has returned to 
his native country with still 
greater discoveries in sights 

S exban Sarbu, who left 
Romania In 1987, was 
among foe first men to 
crawl into the Movile cave 
on the Black Sea coast, 
when it was discovered by 
chance 10 years ago. 

Some 20 metres under- 
ground, he entered a world 
of bizarre creatures, which 
have evolved over millions 
of years without depending 
for energy on tbe light of 
the sun. 

Only recently have the 
secrets of Movile been 
revealed to the world. 

Its fife-forms, mostly 
blind invertebrates, have 
earned foe Movile cave its 
nickname of “Rip Van Win- 
kle of the biological 
world”, and Mr. Sarbu his 
international reputatioa. 

Back to Romania with an 
American Fuibright grant, 
Mr. Sarbu, wbo works on a 
doctoral thesis at foe Uni- 
versity of Cincinnati, dis- 
closed his plans to search 
for more clues which might 
lie beyond the clay walls of 
his favourite cave. 

“Tbe Movile cave is 
unique from a biological 
point of view.. .Now we 
hope to discover a bigger 
cave which we believe lies 
near it,” be told a news con- 
ference at the U.S. Cultural 
Centre in Bucharest. 

Tbe U.S. grant will allow 
him to pursue his research 
at the small seaside cave, 
which has so Jar yielded/53 
previously unknown life 
forms that have never seen 
tbe light of day. 

Those strange creatures, 


trapped for millions of 
years in the darkness of the 
Movile cave, are living 
instead on chemical energy 
provided from hydrogen 
sulphide in groundwater. 

The only known parallels 
to the Movile creatures are 
lying several - thousand 
metres deep, around vents 
on the^oceari floor. Access ' 
to those deep-sea creatures 
is immensely more difficult 
for researchers than to 
those in the Movile cave. 

Of the 50 invertebrates 
identified so far at Movile, 
33 are unique to the cave, 
such as translucent cen- 
tipedes or leeches that feed 
on worms and “suck them 
like spaghetti,” Mr. Sarbu 
said. 

A former biology teach »■ 
at a German high school in 
Bucharest, Mr. Sarbu, now 
in his forties, started 
exploring the cave when it 
was accidentally uncovered 
by construction work in 

1986. 

He stopped his studies in 

1987, when he fled the late 
dictator Nicolae Ceauses- 
cu’s government and only 
resumed .them in 1990, 
when he was able to return 
after die communists fell. 

Me Sarbu recently 
entranced a small 
Bucharest audience, includ- 
ing his former pupils and 
university teachers, with a 
description of foe cave as 
an underworld populated 
by strange inhabitants. 

“My favourite is this iso- 
pod,” said the bearded, 
softly-spoken scientist, 
pointing to foe picture of a 
form of a “white pill bug”, 
looking like a disc of 
aspirin, which has lived 
isolated from its relatives 
for nearly one million 
years. 

The oldest creatures 
include blind water scorpi- 
ons, which appear to have 
evolved on their own for 


an ything^be tween two and 
five million years. 

Theory has it that they or 
their ancestors were 
trapped in the cave some 5- 
1/2 million years ago, long 
after the last dinosaurs had 
become extinct, at a time 
- when Jbe evolution of man 
was still a remote prospect. 

ML ’ Sarbu has explored 
the underwater system at 
Movile, which teems with 
blind shrimp, snails, eels, 
crabs, mussels and tube 
worms all in their eerie 
world of total darkness. 

Other cave-dwellers, spi- 
ders or insects, live near 
sulphur- rich water in foe 
lower sections of die cave 
and have grown unusually 
long legs and antennae over 
the aeons, to make up for 
foe absence of light from 
their environment. 

Seven months after it was 
opened to foe oustide 
world, Mr. Sarbn's fellow 
explorers sealed foe mouth 
of the cave with a system of 
high security gates to pro- 
tect it from unwanted visi- 
tors and preserve its pre- 
cious ecosystem intact 

With U.S. research funds, 
they built a laboratory in 
foe nearby town of Man- 
gal ia in 1992, to recreate 
foe special conditions in foe 
cave, by pumping up sul- 
phur-laden water from 400 
metres underground. 

Conditions inside foe 
cave are so delicate that 
only three visitors are 
allowed in at a time. 

“It is one of the best pro- 
tected caves in Romania,” 
said Mr. Sarbu. He expects 
a team of German 
researchers to start work 
there later this month,!- to 
see how the Movile crea- 
tures might have developed 
in the dark environment 
which, apart from being 
scary, is poisonous because 
of the hydrogen sulphide. 


Saudi cleric attacks peace process 

(GwfiBiaed from page 12) 
wrecked homes in its sha- 


Final status talks begin today 


dow... and considers the rep- 
ly to aggression to be terror- 
ism?” he asked. 

“They are building a fra- 
gile peace which will fall 
apart each time an angry 
wind blows,” added the 
|| imam. “Those who make foe 
decision and who use force to 
pacify opponents of tbe peace 
process are following a false 
path." 

* . Sheikh Hamed criticised 
“world leaders who fly into 


fits of anger when a single 
bullet is fired at an occupying 
power, but who do not con- 
demn the massacre at Cana/’ 
in South Lebanon, where 102 
civilians sheltering in a U.N. 
compound, were killed by 
fcraeli shelling. 

Saudi Arabia condemned 
die Israeli offensive in Leba- 
non and said it would wait for 
a global peace agreement in 
foe Middle East before nor- 
malising relations with the 
Jewish state. 


< (Continued from page 1) 

“I do not think it is one of 
the burning issues facing the 
state of Israel today/’ he 
said. 

Tbe minister said that “not 
redeploying from Hebron un- 
til after the elections is not a 
problem. It will not cause 
insurmountable suffering for 
foe Palestinians.” 

“We are committed to the 
accords we signed with the 
Palestinian Authority, but we 
must take into account secur- 
ity issues if we are to avoid 
problems between the two 
peoples/* Mr. Barak added. 

Prime Minister Shimon 


Peres on Friday delayed the 
partial withdrawal from Heb- 
ron until after the elections 

The withdrawal of troops 
. from most of the town, where 
400 Jewish settlers live under 
heavy 'army guard among 

120,000 Palestinians, had 
been due to take place in 
March but was postponed af- 
ter the suicide bombings in 
Israel. 

Hebron is the last West 
Bank town still under Israeli 
control, and under the 
accords Israeli troops win 
withdraw from four-fifths of 
foe town but stay in place to 
protect foe settlers and guard 
the tomb of the patriarchs. 


to its edge via radio waves 


By Adam Tanner 

Reuter 

THE PLAINS OF SAN 
AGUSTIN, New Mexico 
— Using an array of 27 
massive antennas in an iso- 
lated valley, astronojpers 
are- mapping the entire. iky 
to the outer reaches of 
space, peering back billions 
of years into a time capsule 
of foe early universe. 

The three-year project, to 
be completed this summer, 
has shown that stars, galax- 
ies and other basic features 
of space are sinriliar every- 
where, winch means foe 
chance of life developing is 
equal across the universe, 
scientists say. 

“It's easy to just see from 
the data that indeed the uni- 
verse is extremely uni- 
form,” said James Condon, 
foe astronomer leading tbe 
survey. “If you got plonked 
down at a random spot in 
the universe you’d find 
about foe same number of 
galaxies that you would 
anywhere else ... There are 
no special places in the uni- 
verse.” 

The results, confirmed in 
tbe discovery of nearly a 
million new objects across 
the universe, suggest that 
life is no more likely in our 
solar system than anywhere 
else, “lfs equally likely 
everywhere,” said Mr. Con- 
don, a scientist at the 
National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory. -‘To the extent 
that there are say 100 bil- 


lion galaxies out there and 
each galaxy has 100 billion 
stars, there’s a lot of places 
where life might be form- 
ing.” 

Ibis exciting conclusion 
comes from surveying 
radio waves that have trav- j 
died as long as 1 5 billion 4 
years before reaching earth 
from galaxies bran soon 
after thus big bang birth of 
the universe. Although con- 
don's radio map of foe 
heavens does not dazzle 
with (he myriad of individ- 
ual stars gracing the famous 
Palomar sky survey of foe 
1950s, it gives scientists a 
chance to study much fur- 
ther away and earlier in 
time chan optical telescopes 
because everything, from 
the earth’s atmosphere to 
matter in space, blocks 
what can be seen. 

Radio astronomy dates 
back only to the early 
1930s when scientists 
began to investigate inter- 
ference in radio telephone 
communications across foe 
.Atlantic. They discovered 
that distant galaxies were 
generating radio energy, 
which, after travelling at 
the speed of light — 
300.0(H) km per second — 
would reach earth as long 
as billions of years later. 

Today, a new generation 
of sophisticated amplifiers 
to boost weak signals mil- 
lions and even billions of 
times, combined with mas- 
sive computing power, are 
giving clearer pictures of 


the distant universe than 
ever before possible. 

On foe desolate Plains of 
San Agustin, home to the 
very large array (VLA) 
radio telescope, the 27 
round antennas, each 
weighing 230 tonnes and 
25-metets wide, are. eerily 
quiet, moving only. pccar, 
sionally to compensate for 
the orbit of tbe earth or to 
focus on a new area of tbe 
heavens. 

At foe same time, com- 
puters are processing a 
cacophony of radio data, 
plotting out what scientists 
expect will be a total of two 
million new objects across 
foe universe by the time tbe 
VLA sky survey is finished 
in August. 

“You do get foal sense of 
wonder that here you are 
seeing tbe whole universe 
coining up on your screen 
far foe first time,” Mr. Con- 
don said. “Tbe radio waves 
that we see now that make 
those little dots on the 
screen were emitted before 
the earth and the sun were 
even formed.” 

Massive computing 
power at the VLA’s admin- 
istrative base in Socorro, 
New Mexico, has also 
enabled astronomers to link 
ten radio telescopes across 
tbe United States from 
Hawaii to the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, giving a resolution 
equal to a single instrument 

8,000 km wide. 

Tbe computer, run by just 
a few staffers, monitors the 


very long baseline array 
(VLBA) telescopes and 
ultimately boils down foe 
data to a single digital cas- 
sette tape that astronomers 
can pop into a special play- 
er in their offices — often 
-weeks or months after foe 
observation. 

' “Radio astrononomy 
doesn’t provide the instant 
gratification of optical 
astronomy because you 
have to process the data 
you have to run it through a 
computer,” said David Fin- 
ley, spokesman for foe 
National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory, which runs 
the both government-fund- 
ed VLA and VLBA radio 
telescopes. 

The space-age cartogra- 
phers preparing the VLA 
sky survey say they hope 
amateurs will also study 
foeir maps posted on the 
Internet at 

http://info.Aoc.Nrao.Edu/, 
perhaps to challenge con- 
ventional astronomical wis- 
dom. 

“In the analysis of this 
you’re going to uncover 
some suiprises," said Rick 
Perley, an astronomer who 
has worked on tbe sky sur- 
vey. “Tbe rare objects often 
give you tbe most insight to 
phenomena ... But it will 
take years of research to 
study foe data and work by 
hundreds or thousands of 
people." 


Syria questions American role 


(Con tinned from page 1) 
women and children interna- 
tionally, said foe Israeli op- 
eration — in which more than 
200 Lebanese died, mainly 
civilians — was not an act of 
self-defence. 

“It was not an unavoidable 
tragedy. I prefer to call it a 
crimes” Vivian Strom berg, 
executive director of Madre 
and leader of the 10-member 
mission, told Reuters, after 
visiting victims of foe bomb- 
ing at a hospital in Sidon. 

“We came to eyewitness 
and tell the true story back in 
the United States,” she said. 

“What happened ... was 
presented to ns as an act of 
self-defence by Israel which is 
already an aggressor and 


already an international out- 
law,” said June Jordan, an 
activist and writer. 

The Madre team has vi- 
sited hospitals, schools and 
refugee centres during their 
three-day tour and have dis- 
tributed $10,000 worth of 
blankets and medicine. They 
also interviewed wounded 
victims and relatives of the 
dead and inspected damaged 
houses. 

Participants also said they 
visited Cana. 

At Sidon’s Hammoud hos- 
pital, foe delegates saw Cana 
survivor Lina Taqi, a six- 
year-old girl half-paralysed 
because shrapnel was embed- , 
ded in foe left side of her . 
brain. 
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Agnelli launchesnew EU drive 

(Continued from page 1) 


ported Tuesday that a furious 
r U.S. Secretary of State War- 
v ren Christopher broke off all ' 
contact with French foreign 
i Minister Herve de Charette’s 
parallel shuttle diplomacy to 
end the artillery duels be- 
tween Hizbollah guerrillas 
and Israeli forces. 

U.S. officials quoted by the 
paper said Mr. Christopher 
felt Mr. De Charette was 
undermining his efforts to en- 
ding foe flare-up. 

On Saturday Iranian state' 
radio hailed France's “force- 
ful return ” to Middle East 
politics and its increasing in- : 
volvement in mediation- 
efforts in the region. 

“France has found an' 
appropriate place in the pub- 


•lic opinion of the region 
. thanks to the role that Paris, 
more than any other govern- 
ment, played in ending the 
conflict in Lebanon," stres- 
sed the radio commentator. 

“France's role during the 
conflict in Lebanon as well as 
in foe border conflict be- 
tween Yemen and Eritrea has 
changed the balance of pow- 
er" in the region, said Iranian 
radio. 

“This active French role 
will serve to limit the U.S. 
role m the region and consti- 
tutes a serious obstacle to 
U.S. influence/’ it said, pre- 
dicting the United States. 
“wiU fmd it difficult to get 
, round the French obstalce.” 


Sudan air crash kills 53 


(Continued 

ince the sandstorm blank- 
ted Khartoum airport, offi- 
iaLs .said, insisting on unony- 
nitv. They Had no explana- 
ion for an earlier, incorrect 
eport that the crash was 325 


from- page 1) 

kilometres northwest of 
* Khartoum. 

Many of the dead were 
students from Buhr A I Ghnz- 
al University in southern 
Sudan, the officials said. 
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Middle East nations plead 
for technical assistance 


MIDRAND, South Africa 
(AFP) — Several Middle East 
and North African countries 
urged the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) 
Friday to grant technical and 
industrial assistance to de- 
veloping countries. 

UNCTAD, founded 32 
years ago to promote 
international trade and 
development for the world’s 
poorest countries, has 
recently faced pressure ffom 
the United States. Britain and 
other donor countries to scale 
down its operations. 

Officials from two rival 
Middle East nations. Libya 
and Israel, were united Friday 
in stressing the U.N. body’s 
importance in providing 
technical assistance to devel- 
oping nations. 

Israel’s ambassador to 
Geneva, Neville Yosef 
Lamdan, said UNCTAD has 
provided "vital” international 
technical assistance in the 
past, which had resulted in 
new and "unprecedented bilat- 
eral and multilateral training 
and research pro- 
grammes... between Israel and 
its Arab neighbours." 

. Libyan Trade Minister 
Abdul Hafiz Zlitni called on 
developed nations to provide 
"appropriate technical assis- 
tance." to poorer countries. 


including non-members of 
the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). 

Mr. ZJitni said Libya and 
"other countries” faced a "dire 
need" to acquire spare pans 
for power plants, factories 
and transport facilities as a 
result of the U.S. sanctions 
against it. 

The United States 
imposed a trade blockade on 
Libya after its leader, 
Muamnjar Qadhafi refused to 
hand over suspects in the 
1989 bombing of an airliner, 
over Lockerbie. Scotland, in 
which more than 270 people 
died. 


U.S. authorities have also 
accused Libya of building a 
chemical weapons plant 
south of Tripoli, the coun- 
try's capital. 

On Thursday. Bahrain 
commerce ministry 
spokesman Mohammad Baqer 
railed on developed countries 
to "accept their 
responsibility" to help the 
economies of poorer nations 
become internationally 
competitive. 


Later the same day. a 
Algeria's Commerce Minister 
Abdul Karim Harehaoui. said 
that despite world trade initia- 
tives, developing economies 
could not improve "in a real 
way" without constant dia- 


logue with richer nations. 

Sjnce the conference 
began last Saturday, several 
Western nations, including 
the United States and Britain, 
have called for serious 
reforms and programme cuts 
to the U.N. body. 

Melinda Kimble, U.S. 
deputy assistant secretary of 
state, announced the country 
will soon pay its S31I 
million 1995 membership 
fees to UNCTAD's parent, the 
U.N'.. but added that l/NCTAD 
must find a new focus and 
become "streamlined". 

Earlier in the week, 
Iranian Commerce Minister 
Yahya Ale Ishagh called 
UNCTAD "the most relevant" 
body of the U.N. dealing with 
development, trade and 
technology. 

Mr. Ishagh said UNCTAD 
should try to increase ‘trade 
between the northern and 
southern hemispheres, adding 
that "the use of trade and 
economic lever to exert 
pressure and to seek political 
motives is a new and harmful 
phenomenon in world trade." 

Friday. Lebanon's ambas- 
sador to South' Africa. 
Charbel Stephan, praised the 
role of international trade in 
rebuilding his country's 
communications and eco- 
nomic infrastructure. 


France plans deep cuts 
in 1997 budget 


PARIS (R) — The French 
government wants to cut 
spending by "several tens of 
billions of francs"in 1997 to 
reduce public deficit and 
qualify for European 
monetary union (EMU), a 
senior government source has 
said . 

The source said Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe was de- 
termined to conduct a "draco- 
nian policy over four to five 
years" and .said that there were 
no taboo spending items. • 

The Le Monde newspaper 
said Thursday that Mr. Juppe 
was seeking 60 billion francs 
(SI 2 billion) in spending 
cuts in the 1997 budget. 

The communist daily l’Hu- 
manite said in its Friday edi- 
tion the cuts could be between 
60 and 100 billion francs. 

On Thursday morning. Mr. 
Juppe chaired a cabinet meet- 
ing to "make the point that 
the reduction of public spend- 
ing should be. for each mem- 


ber of the government, an es- 
sential political priority, in 
tine with the objectives laid 
down by the president of the 
republic.” 

Mr. Juppe said reduction 
of public spending was the 
only way to achieve a 
lowering of taxes and create 
conditions for economic 
activity and creation of jobs. 

President Jacques Chirac 
said last week he expected tax 
cuts could take place in about 
two years after continued 
austerity and spending cuts. 

The prime minister would 
send a mandate to each-minis- 
ter giving them a margin to 
find spending cuts. But for 
the "important budgets, Alain 
Juppe will himself chair the 
budget conferences with 
(finance minister) Jean 
Arthurs and (budget minister) 
Alain Lamassoure." the gov- 
ernment source said. 

Parliament would be 
involved in these 


preparations from May 14 
when the government will for 
the first time hold a 
preliminary debate on the 
budget. 

The government aims to 
cut its budget deficit to 247.9 
billion francs in 1997 from 
287.8 billion in 1996. This 
in tine with a policy to bring 
the deficit below three per 
cent of gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) in 1997. 

The three per cent level is 
one of the conditions set 
down in the Maastricht treaty 
for countries to join European 
monetary union (EMU) and 
the .single . currency from 
1999. ' 

Job .levels in public 
services will not be spared 
from the new cuts and the 
government source said it 
planned to keep vacant some 
places opened up by 
retirement. It is counting on 
cutting 65.000 jobs per year 
in this way. , 
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DOWN 

1 Trade blows 

2 Muse of history 

3 Address worth 
working for 

4 Zilch 

5 Adversaries 
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7 Imlate 

8 Warhol or 
Rooney 

9 Shrugs, e g. 

10 Shipbome 
builder 

11 Rights defender 
tetters 

12 Duebst's 
memento 

13 Composer 
Jerome 

22 "-—the 
ramparts...” 

23 —von Bismarck 

25 School orgs. 

27 Early TV host 

28 Contend 

29 Kid. tor one 

30 Portent 

31 Vehicle tor 

' VIPs? 

32 Creepy 

34 Soft drink 

36 Ward (off) 

38 Think over 

39 Blueprint 

41 Featherweight, 
rytrhans 
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49 Thai hurts! 


50 Molding 
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54 Lab burner 

55 Architect — Van 

Der Rohe 

59 Eoqs 


* ... k 


- t ' 


'T* , 


>: v 


U.S. economic figures boost Clinton's ■- dangers to Mr. Clint 

. _ . . . . .... for much better had Mr, Clinton . S fnreifiT 


WASHINGTON (R) — A. 
series of excellent U.S. 
economic figures have 
considerably boosted 
President ' Bill Clinton’s- 
chances of winning re- 
election in November, 
political analyses have said . 

They spoke after the 
Commerce Department 
reported U.S. gross domestic 
product(GDP) growing at a 
robust 2.8 per cent annual 
rate in the first quarter, well 
above Wall Street ex- 
pectations.' 

Additionally, the Labour 

Department reported Tuesday 

that a one per cent jump in 
first quarter wages and 
salaries represented tbe 
largest gain since the second 
quarter of 1991. 

A growing -.sense of 
economic wellbeing may be 
contributing to Mr. Clinton's 
current solid standing in 
opinion polls, where he leads 


Bob 'Dole, bis prospective 
Republican- presidential 
challenger, by more than 20 
percentage points. 

"These figures are without 
doubt good news for the' 
president," said A1 
Tuchfarber; a pollster. and 
political scientist at the 
University of Cinndnati. 

"The economy is the 
number one factor in a 
presidential election, 
especially when the io- 

■ cum bent is running for a 
second term." he said. 

"Clinton is certainly the 
favourite .to win. If the 
economy roars, with GDP 

■ - growth hitting three per cent 

ib the next quarter, he will be- 
come the prohibitive 
favourite," said Mr. 
•Tuchfarber. 

The White House did not 
hide its pleasure at tbe 
economic growth figures. 
Commerce Secretary Mickey 


Kao tor claimed credit for 
. "good -economic decisions, 
such as the president's 
decisive action on the budget 
deficit and his determination 
to open foreign markets to 
our goods," 

- Faced with a healthy 
economy, there is little Mr. 
Dole can do to impede Mr. 

■ Clinton's momentum, said 
Mark Rozelh a political sci- 
entist with the University of 
Virginia. 

“When the economy is 
good, public anger, subsides 

and toe Republican anti-gov- . 
eminent message just doesn't 
resound as well," he said. 
"When people feel the 
economy is going well and 
their personal prospects are 
good, the incumbent' wins.” 
he said.: ' 

Mr. Dole has been arguing 
in recent days that- the 
economy is not as healthy as 
all that, and would have been 


much better had Mr, Clinton 
not raised taxes in his I99J 
budget 

He is relying heavily on a 
report by the conservative 
Heritage Foundation which 
tried to project .what eco- 
nomic performance would 
have been had taxes not been 
raised in 1993. 

Authors Scott Hodge and 
Grover Hermann arrived at 
figures saying the economy 
would have grown by an addi- 
tional $66 billion in 1995 
alone. They argue that wages 
were reduced by $112 billion 
as a result of that budget 

"People are right to feel 
they should be better - off 
today than they are. The 1993 
• tax increase deprived them of 
a higher standard of living by 
cutting the economy's 
growth," said Mr. Hermann. 

Allan Lichtman, a political 
scientist at the American 
' University, said the biggest 


Lebanese firms 
reject graded 


government pay raise 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
companies Friday rejected a 
graded private sector pay in- 
crease announced by the gov- 
ernment and said it would ag- 
gravate unemployment. 

"The country's . drastic 
economic crisis makes us 
categorically reject the 
principle of a pay increase, 
which would increase trade 
deficit, inflation and 
unemployment." said a 
statement issued hy 
representatives of Lebanon's 
commercial, industrial and 
financial sectors after an 
emergency meeting. 

‘ The pay increase, which 
included a 20 per centra isc on 
the 250,000 Lebanese pounds 
monthly minimum wage, fol- 
lowed demands by the General 
Labour Confederation (CGTL) 
for a 100 per cent increase in 
the minimum wage and a 76 


per tent increase in other 
wages. 

The government's 
decision, backdated to Jan.l, 
.1996, gave a 20 per. cent 
increase for wages ' up to 

250.000 pounds, 10 per cent 
on the next 550.000 pounds 
and five per cent above 

800.000 pounds; 

"The economic corps de- 
.. oounces the government's in- 
terference in wage grades - 
above the minimum .wage 
level and tbe 'return to rhe 
•retroactive policy which 
makes inflation inevitable," 
the statement said. 


The employers demanded 
the "immediate drawing of an 
economic-social policy be- 
fore resorting to-^any in- 
creases which could result in 
dangerous consequences on . 
the whole economy". 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Glaabergen 



“Lip cjloss isn’t enough anymore. At my 


age i need nose gloss, ear gloss, neck, 
gloss, shoulder gloss, everything gloss!” 


JORDAN WELCOMES 

SPAARBELEG 


A group of top achievers -from the 
investment company " SPAARBELEG " 
in Holland arrived in Jordan last 
Tuesday.. . During their stay, the 
members of the group have visited 
Jordan's major touristic sites, as well 
as having .enjoyed many 'special 
functions ranging from a historic train 
ride through the suburbs of Amman 
to camping in the magical desert of 
Wadi Rum. 


Welcome to Jordan, Spaaibeleg! 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hand Arnold and MfoArgHon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter K> each square, to form 
four onfnary words. ■ 
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33 

DEQUE 
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'-y ^ 



LOWLAF 


HI 
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WHERE CAVIAR 
CAN BE FOUNP. 


Now arrange the drded Utters to 
farm the surprise answer: as sug-; 
pasted by Ihe above cartoon. 


Print answer hen 


-'imnnxn 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JvrrUes: FOIST PARKA DISMAL PICNIC 
TWs to sure to giva you the blues — 

A PINK SUP 


UUWY DO YOU WANT TO 
TALK TO HIM? DON'T YOU 


IT WAS FOR YOU, BUT I 
TALKED HER OUT OF IT.. 



Andy Capp 



Mutfn’Jeff 


, HAVE SOME 
[CHEESE, tHTTT/j 
X GOT ALL 
KINDS WMy 
TOP DRAWER/ 


HSSBff VOUAFRAiO 
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Clinton now 
were a major foreign affairs 
disaster or a startling new 
personal scandal. Otherwise, 
ihe president's prospects 

looked good. 

"When the economy is 
good, it takes something 
really big, almost 

catastrophic, to defeat toe 
incumbent," he said. 

Some analysts say merely 
looking at cold statistics 
does not capture widespread 
economic anxieties about 
corporate downswing.. 
Conservative columnist Pat 
Buchanan tried to exploit 
such fears in his campaign for 
the Republican presidential 
nomination, but was soundly 
.defeated by Mr. Dole. 

Such sentiments may in fact 
contribute to resentment 
■ against big business rather 
than' big government, 
helping the Democrats rather 
than toe Republicans. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
MAY 5, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) You may find yourself at 
odds today with tbe your 
mote and toved ones, howev- 
er, take it easy, and don't nm 
off on a tangent. Later 
tonight seek the advice of a 
knowledgeable individual 
c on cerning some new career 
activities. 


f . r- 


TAURU& (April 20 to May 

20) Yon may find it difficult 
today to get a stubborn fellow 
associate to go along with an 
idea you have, so await a 
better day for this. Later this 

evening yon can discover the 

solution to some difficult 
situation you find yourself in. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) You may find it difficult 
today to get Everything going 
your way in tire morning. 
Later, you have to deal with a 
■ Stu bb orn fellow associate, so 
keep di g gin g in and aD of 
your efforts wi& be rewarded. 

MOW CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Even if your 
loved one is in poor humour 
today, smDe and be cheerful. 
You should not tackle any 
career activities which could 
make you grumpy and mak- 
ing those around you very 
difficult at tins time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
.Conditioned your residence : 
may be a bit difficult today, 
but take tins in your stride 
and show you appreciate .the 
support and kindness by your 
loved ones. later tonight, do 
something special for your 
loved ones. 

VIRGO: (Au; 
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VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You may-find 
it hard to live up to your 
beliefs today, however, try 
your best and it will be good 
enough. Later tonight, is a 
good time to acquire some 
.data or information which 
y ou need for a new project 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You may feel 
down hearted in the morning 
today and you want to be 
forceful with others to- gain 
yom 1 way, however, use tact 
instead and you will be suc- 
cessful in tire eyes of those 
knowledgeable bigwigs. 



SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Yon have tire 


desire to lose your temper 
with everyone today, but 
control yourself and eveiy- 
thing win turn out fine. Do 
something constructive later • 
this evening on some career 
activities which need your 
attention. 


SAGOTARTOS: (November 


foiget a secret misginug 
which is annoying. Friends 
wfll not be responsive to sug- 
gestions which you make at 
this time, so tty again at some 
appropriate period. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Avoid any 
acquaintance who could be 
qmte demanding today and 
solve any difficulties you 
have with the assistance ■ of 
s 9” e 1 knowledgeable intfi- 
wtoal- Yon should complete 
®til career activities quickly 
kter tins evening. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
™reary 19) Stay « home in 
me morning today, or you 
could encounter criticism in 
the outside world, whether 
reentod or not Later tpnigfat 
yon should make the effort to 
go out on the town with your 
toved ones for some fan. 

20. to 

^ "This morning is 
* 8°°d time for gettin 
rate new outlets, and' 
tomght K best spent at oon 

your loved ones. Re 
tas evening for in the daj 
you could encounu 
“toe unexpected obstacles 
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Jewish group, Swiss banks 
agree holocaust fund plan 


#NEW YORK (R) — Swiss 
bankers and Jewish leaders 
have signed an agreement- 
setting up an independent 
commission to find out if' 
unclaimed millions of dollars 
In Swiss banks belong to' 
holocaust victims. 

The two-page agreement 
calls for a six member 
commission — three chosen 
by the bankers and three by 
Jewish groups led by the 
World Jewish Congress 
(WJC)— to investigate the 


claims on a* case by case 
basis. 

The agreement was signed 
by Georg Krayer, head of the 
Swiss Bankers Association, 
and WJC President Edgar 
Bronfman at the Seagrams 
building here. Mr. Bronfman 
is chairman of Seagrams, the 
international wine and spirits 
firm. 

The agreement, in a radical 
departure from traditional 
Swiss banking practice,; 
allows an independent group 1 


of auditors appointed by the 
commission unrestricted 
.access to Swiss bank ac- 
counts. 

The agreement also calls for' 
■ the commission to cooperate 
with the Swiss government to 
determine whether Swiss 
banks or other financial, 
institutions still have In their 
accounts unreported assets or 
imretumed property looted by 
the Nazis. 

saying there is only $32 
million in Swiss banks that 


.might belong to holocaust 
: victims. Mr. Bronfman has 
said there could be billions, 
nor only in cash but in gold 
and art work. 


The agreement ends a battle 
that began last September 
when the WJC sought to 
determine the extent of un- 
claimed assets in Swiss banks 
belonging to holocaust 
victims and assets looted 
from them by the Nazis 
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Kuwait refinery 

boosts; export 
facilities; with 
$100m project 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait National Petroleum 
Company (KNPC) is to go 
ahead with a project worth 
more than $100 million to 
boost export facilities at the 
Gulf state's largest refinery,' 
KNPC said Saturday. 

"The project has been . 
approved and a new oil pier 
will be built for Mina A1 
Ahmadi," Sami A1 Rashaid, 
KNPC executive assistant ■ 
managing director of 
pl anning and finance told 
AFP. 

KNPC refines about 839.000 
barrels a day (bpd) of oil, 
with the fast-growing Asian 
economies a major market for 
its refined products and liquid 
petroleum gas (LPG). 

Mina A1 Ahmadi. the largest 
of KNPC's three refineries, 
has a capacity of about 
425.000 bpd of oil. with 
most of its production ex- 
ported through the two piers 
now in operation. 

The project will involve 
renovating the north pier and 
1 constructing a replacement 
for the ageing south pier, 
which was originally built in 
the 1940s. 

The work will also entail 


temporary repairs on the 
South pier so that it can con- 
tinue to act as an export 
terminal until the re- 
placement becomes opera- 
tional. 

Mr. Al Rashaid said KNPC 
would first award an 
engineering design contract, 
for which tenders will be 
issued in a few months time. * 
This would be followed by the 

■ construction contract award. 
Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation, which is the 
holding company for KNPC 

and all Kuwait's oil-related 
companies, gave its approval 
. for the project at the end of 
' last month. Mr. Al Rashaid 
said. 

KNPC has two other 
refineries, Mina Abdullah 
with capacity of 255,000 bpd 
and Shuaiba with current 
capacity of 155,000 bpd. 

All three refineries were 
damaged during the Iraqi 
invasion between August 
1990 and February 1991. 

Only Shuaiba has yet to be 
restored to its pre-invasion 
capacity of 195.000 bpd, but 
repairs are now being carried 
out and are due to be 
completed in 1997. 


Riyadh seeks WTO 
admission in ‘97 


GENEVA (R) — Saudi Arabia . 
and its major trading partners 
are hopeful it can join the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) next year, the Saudi 
commerce minister said 
Friday. 

Osamah Bin Jaafar Bin 
Ibrahim Faqih also said the 
desert kingdom was seeking 
membership as a developing 
country granting it a- special’ 
-transition ■ period . d£nng 
which to conform to WTO 
rules in-such areas as patent 
and copyright protection. 

He spoke in an interview 
with Reuters after leading a 
Saudi delegation in the first 
round of talks on the world's 
largest oil exporter entering 
the 120-member trade 
watchdog. 

Four of the f six Gulf 
Cooperation Council mem- 
bers (Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates) 
are already WTO members, 
while Oman last week for- . 
mally applied .-for member- 
ship. 

Saudi Arabia applied in 
July 1993 to the WTO's 
predecessor body, the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). But a GATT 
working party set up to study 
the request made no progress. 

Asked the chances of 
Riyadh being admined in 
1997, Mr. Faqih told Reuters: 


"1 hope so. 1 don't "think it is 
unrealistic." 

"This hope was shared by 
some countries, especially 
our major partners. We don't 
really anticipate major obsta- 
cles." he added. 

Mr. Faqih said: "We are- 
one of the strong believers in 
free trade and open 
markets...Our trade regime is 
WTO compliant and there are 
very little things, here and 

there that require clarification 
and explanation." 

John Weekes, Canada's 
trade ambassdor who chairs 
the WTO working party 
studying the Saudi 
application, told Reuters: 
"We got the process off to a 
very good start, but it takes 
time to negotiate an ac- 
cession." 

"Even in the best case 
scenario, one couldn't 
envisage finishing until 
sometime next year," he 
added. 

The Saudi minister, who 
led a delegation of 21 
officials, also held bilateral 
talks with Geneva trade 
envoys with 'partners 
including the United States, 
European Union and Japan. 

Mr. Faqih said bilateral 
contacts had enabled the 
Saudi team to assess 
"requirements of the next 
phase." 
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Net profit ofRafia Industrial 
Company plunges by 94 per cent due 
to competition, high ra w material 
prices 

** RAFIa INDUSTRIAL Company (R1C) saw its net 
profit plunge by 94 per cent last year from JD 3IHUKH) in 
1994 to JD IX.tXXI in 1995. Board Chairman Saleh Al 
Armouti cited marketing difficulty, high raw materials 
prices and low sale prices due to stilt competition as factors 
for whar he described as "humble profit.” 

' “Jordan is not u large market for this (plastic) industry 
and there is no ‘breathing space' for the seven local 
companies in this market except the tender of the Ministry 
of - Supply which some companies win at a loss." Dr. 
Armouti said. “The Iraqi market unstable in light of 
feverish competition." 

Mr. Armouti said that the RIC sold 19.2 million metres 
of plastic bags last year und earned JD 2.4 million from 
these-sales but. he added, the net profit was highly affected 
by costs rising by nearly 50 per cent in addition to 
marketing difficulties and the pressure to lower prices. 

The chairman told the general assembly ihat RIC had 
contracted an Austrian company to supply a new produc- 
tion line to produce plastic threads at a cost of JD 1.5 
million. Noiing that trial production is expected to begin in 
May IW6. Mr' Armouti predicted that this new line would 
bring RIC a JD 20.(NNl profit in the first year and JD 
396.1NN) in the second year of operations. 

According to the annual report, the shareholders' equity 
increased to JD 2.29 million and fixed assets were valued at 
JD 1.37 million at the end of 1995 (al Aswaq + Al Ra’i). 

Arab Investment and International 
Trade Company narrows losses 
and reduces indebtedness 

**THE ARAB Investment and International Trade 
Company succeeded in narrowing losses and reducing 
indebtedness last year as the 1995 loss amounted to JD 
25.1XK) compared to JD 1 57.1 HE I in 1994 and the long-term 
debt totalled JD 436.1KM) instead of JD 5nil.iHin at the end of 
1994. Noting that there was no amount due and unpaid at 
the end of 1995. Board Chairman Abdul Malek Al Saeed 
told the general assembly that the company had enough 
liquidity to carry out its operations and to implement a 
contract to supply 1.5181 tonnes of soap to Iraq without 
having to resort -to large loans as in previous years. Mr. 
Sneed" said that the company was able to purchase the raw 
materials at the right time to obtain competitive prices and 
reduce costs. He added that sales were increased by 1 1 per 
cent, despite rising competition, and costs were lowered 
and. as such, the company managed to improve net 
operational profit and to move towards generating profits 
compared to the results of previous years. 

Mr. Sneed said that the company established a line to 
produce liquid detergents last year and he expected it to 
achieve excellent results with regard to the volume of 
investment. 

He referred to the capital increase at the end of 1 994 and 
highlighted that the infusion of fresh capital was behind the 
company's improved liquidity, its. capability to execute the 
Iraqi contract and the setting up of the line for producing 
. iiqu/d "detergents. - 

. Ibti^bairmnn.pvnnted, out thai.the plan tor 1 99ft include 
boosting sales and that studies ‘on production, costs and 
volume of sales for the previous years have shown that "by 
securing the needed raw materials and continuing produc- 
tion wit'hout any stoppage could enable us to generate high 
profits.” Mr. Saeed also revealed that the management of 
the company seeks to begin a plan to modernise the 
sanitary paper plant (Al Aswaq + Al Dustour). 
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FIFA rejects proposal for 
co-hosting of World Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — A proposal 
that South Korea and Japan 
should co-host the 2002 
World Cup is almost certain 
to be rejected by FIFA Presi- 
dent Joao Havelange. 

Although the 80-year-old 
president is not expected to 
formally reply to the co- 
hostingplan put forward by 
European members until 
next week, a FIFA spokes- 
man said Friday that nothing 
had changed. 

"As the president has 
already stated, co-hosting is 
against the rules of FIFA,” 
said the spokesman. 

And Havelange is expected 
to ny and block any attempt 
to try and have the rules 
changed before the June 1 
vote in Zurich on the site of 
the 2002 Cup. 

Japan, whose bid is 
strongly-supported by Have- 
lange. is firmly opposed to 
co-hosting. 

■‘The first clause of the 
FIFA rules provides that the 


World Cup is hosted by one 
country. This clause is consi- 
dered as a golden rule. The 
co-hosting will never hap- 
pen,” said Ken Na g a n u m a. 
president of the Japanese 
Football Association, recent- 
ly- 

South Korea is also not 
keen on having to share the 
prize of being the first Asian 
country to host the cup, but 
Prime Minister Lee Soo-Sung. 
said on Friday that if most 
FIFA members wanted co- 
hosting then his country 
would accept the idea. 

The co- hosting suggestion 
has been put forward because 
of the bitter battle between 
the two countries as they try 
to convince the 21 -man FIFA 
executive committee to 
award them the tournament. 

Last month, all eight Euro- 
pean members of the FIFA 
executive committee joined 
the growing list and wrote to 
Havelange calling for co- 
hosting. 


“It is increasingly obvious 
that the fear of losing (the 
World Cup 2002 bid) has 
become more important than 
the desire to win. The two 
parties have displayed a level 
of agitation which is very 
disturbing. It is dear that the- 
federation, and indeed the 
nation, which loses the bid 
will suffer a devastating 
blow,” wrote the Europeans. 


The Asian Federation is 
also concerned by the rivalry. 

“The campaigns have gone 
beyond the limit of normal- 
cy,** said Sultan Ahmad 
Shah, the Malysian bead of 
the Asian federation. 

Even Prepiier Lee made 
reference to the battle when 
be warned on Friday that the 
bidding war should not dam- 
age the good neighbourly re- 
lations between the two 
countries. 


and Tokyo should 
avoid diplomatic 
trauma and conflict in their 


Seoul 
try to 



ftallimnrr Orioles' Brady Anderson follows 
through on his home run swing off Milwaukee 
Brewers' Ricky Bones in the third inning of 


their game at Camden Yards May 3 (Reuters 
photo) 


Maddux suffers surprise defeat 


AH. ANT A iR) — The in- 
comparable Grog Maddux 
suffered one of the worst 
driiMis of Ins career Friday 
when Benito Santiago hit a 
grand slam in a five-run ninth 
ii« i*i\e the Philadelphia Phi- 
lies a r*-3 win over the Atlanta 
Urnvcv 

David justice hit a solo 
homer m the bottom of the 
eighth to .give the Graves a 
2-1 lead. But the Phillies 
struck for live runs in the top 
ot the ninth ol( Maddux (4- 
2). who allowed his first 
grand slam in 3 OS career 

giinics 

Santiago, who also hit a 
solo homer ui the fifth inning, 
marched ;» career high with 
live RBI. 

“At ih.it tunc. I juvt tried, 
to hit a fly Kill to the outfield 
lor an RBI. I just wanted to 
score one nm and be ahead in 
iln. nmtli iniiim:.” slid San- 
tiago of his shot that sailed 
over the center fie Id wall for 
Ins eighth homer 

The setback left Maddux 
with as mans losses as 


he had ail last season, when 
he went 19-2 and won his' 
fourth straight Cy Young 
award. 

Maddux allowed more 
than three earned runs for 
just the sixth time in his last 
75 starts, going back to the 
1993 all-star break. 

“Give him credit, he was 
aggressive up there,” Mad- 
dux said of Santiago. “He 
swung aggressive and I threw 
him a pitch he could hit.” 

Terry Mulholiand (3-2) 
earned the victory, allowing 
two runs and nine hits over 
eight innings. 

In Chicago. Sammy Sosa 
broke an o-for-I8 slump by- 
hitting a three -run homer 
with two out in the bottom of 
the ninth to give the cubs a 
dramatic 4-2 win over the 
New York Mets. 

Mels rookie Paul Wilson 
(1-2) took a two-hitter and a 
2-1 lead into the ninth and 
had registered his eighth and 
ninth strikeouts before inten- 
tionally walking Mark Grace 


Sosa. 

The strategy totally back- 
fired when Sosa lined Wil- 
son's firet pitch into the left- 
field bleachers. “I had gotten 
(Sosa) on that pitch all day,” 
Wilson said. “I'm not going 
to second-guess myself. I just 
got burned on one pitch.” 


Jaime Navarro (2-3) pitch- 
ed his first complete game 
since last August for the win. 

In Pittsburgh, winning 
pitcher Chan Ho Park singled 
home the go-ahead run and 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
blew open a tight game with 
eight runs in the ninth to rout 
the Pirates 10-1. 


Park (3-J) gave up one run 
and five Hits in five innings 
and combined with three re- 
lievers on the Dodgers’ 
seventh win in 10 games. His 
two-out RBI single in the 
second snapped a 1-1 tie and 
was his first Major-League 
hit. 


Los Angeles took a 2-1 


lead into the ninth before 
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campaign, be added. 

Lee’s stance on the possi- 
bility of co-hosting is ex- 
pected to be conveyed to 
Tokyo next week by Kim 
Yoon-Hwan, head of the 
Korea-Japan Parliamenta- 
rians’ Union and chairman of 
the ruling New Korea Party 
(NKP), Yonhap news agency 
said. 

“Mr. Kim Yoon-Hwan 
plans to relay South Korea's 
intent to Japan and feel oat 
Japan's response, when be 
pays a courtesy call on Prime 
Minister Ryut aro Hashimo- 
to,” said an NKP official. 

But unless there is a 
dramatic about-turn from 
Japan, bis appeal is likely to 
fell flat. 

Setshiro Eto, who heads 
the group of Japanese parlia- 
mentarians promoting the 
-Japanese bid, recently said: 
“We have agreed with Prime 
Minister Ryntaro Hashimoto 
that there will be no co- 
hosting of the World Cup.” 


Indians 
win twice 


SEATTLE (R) — After the 
Kingdome was declared safe 
on Friday, the Cleveland In- 
dians finished winning the 
game that was suspended by 
Thursday's earthquake and 
then won another one for 
good measure. 

The Indians, who were 
leading 6-3 in the seventh 
when the Kingdom was rock- 
ed by the quake, won it 64. 
The stadium shook for some 
45 seconds and the game was 
suspended after 19 minutes. 

Albeit Belle hit a two-run 
homer and Orel Hershisher 
tossed 6 1/3 solid innings to 
put Cleveland ahead Thurs- 
day. Jose Mesa gave up a solo 
homer to Paul Sorrento in the 
ninth Friday but notched his 
10th save. 

In Friday's regularly sche- 
duled game. Tony Pena hit a 
two-run homer and Julio 
Franco added a solo shot to 
lead Cleveland to a 5-2 vic- 
tory. Qver the Mariners. 

The win was the fifth in a 
row for the Indians and their 
17th victory in 20 games. 

Charles Nagy (4-1) pitched 
7 1/3 strong innings for the 
win. allowing two runs and 
seven hits. Jose Mesa tossed 
a scoreless ninth for his 11th- 
save in as many opportuni- 
ties. 


Sterling Hitchcock (3-1)- 
lost. surrendering four tuns 
and seven hits in seven in- 
nings. 

In Detroit. Ken Hill pitch- 
ed a one-hitter, Juan Gon- 
zalez homered and drove in 
four runs and Dean Palmer 
capped a five-run first with a 
three-run homer as the Texas 
Rangers ripped the Tigers 
11 - 0 . 

Hill (4-2) did not walk a 
batter and struck out seven in 
getting the second one-hitter 
of his career. He allowed a 
one-out single to Bobby Hig- 
ginson — the second batter of 
the game — and retired the 
final 26 Tigers. 

“No question, it's my best 
game.” Hill said. “It's the 
best you can get from me. I 
felt good from the beginning 
to the end.” 

In New York, Bemie Wil- 
liams and Joe Girardi had 
RBI singles in the eighth 
inning as the New York 
Yankees blanked the Chica- 
go White Sox 2-0 for their 
fifth straight win. 

Mariano Rivera (3-0) pick- 
ed up the win after two bitiess 
innings of relief, extending 
his scoreless streak to 13 in- 
nings. Starter Dwight 
Gooden, still searching for 
his first win, posted his 
second strong outing. He 
allowed three hits with six 
walks and four strikeouts in 
six innings. 

In Kansas City, Kevin 
Appier allowed three hits 
over seven innings and Keith 
Lockhart homered in the first 
innings as the Royals scored a 
3-1 win over the Oakland 
Athletics. 

Appier (3-3) allowed one 
run, struck out seven and 
walked fouT. Reliever Jeff 
Montgomery pitched the 
ninth for his seventh save, 
escaping a jam of his own 
making. 

Jose Offerman scored on 
an error Geronimo Berroa in 
the second and the Royals 
added an insurance run on 
Craig Paquette's RBI single 
in the eighth. 

In Baltimore. Scott Erick- 
son tossed a four-hitter for 
bis first complete game of the 
season and Brady Anderson 
continued his torrid hitting 
with two home runs and five 
RBI as the Orioles beat the 
Milwaukee Brewers 8-2, 
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Downs during a morning 

the Kentucky Derby May 3 (Renters photo) 


Buenos Aires touted as 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argentina on Friday began a public 
relations drive to host the 2004 Olympic games, promoting its 
relatively crime-free capital Buenos Aires as the “safe” option, 
for the event. 

“It's one of the biggest, safest cities in the world," Francisco 
Mayorga, the Argentine tourism secretary and former racing 
driver who is heading the capital’s Olympic bid, told a news 
conference. 

Security has been a major concern at all Olympics since 
Arab extremists killed 11 Israeli athletes at the 1972 Munich 
Games. For this summer’s Olympics in Atlanta there will even 
.be U.S. biological and chemical warfare troops on standby. 

Buenos Aires, a city of 12 million people, still has a 
surprisingly low level of street crime for a metropolis of its 
size. But it has suffered two major anri-Jewish bomb attacks in 
the past four years, in which over 100 people were killed. 
Police have still not tracked down any of the bombers. 

Mayorga described the 1992 and 1994 attacks as isolated 
events “in a country without social or racial conflicts.” 

Elevenl cities are candidates for the 2004 Games and the 
media has judged Athens, Rome and Cape Town the 
front-runners, ahead of Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro, San 
•Juan, Stockholm, Seville, St. Petersburg, Lille and Istanbul. 

Buenos Aires, making its fifth bid for the Games to follow 


safe’ option for 2004 Games 

this summer's Olympics in Atlanta and Sydney^ Gamrs m 
2000, is counting on its image as a sports-loving country with 
an outstanding reputation for soccer, tennis ana po >o. 

“It is a country that loves sports and a city that has a 
sporting vocation,” Mayorga said, outlining plans to i centire the 
games m nine square miles (24 square km) right at the heart of 
Buenos Aires. 

The dry already has a wide range of centrally-located sports 
centres on a broad band of reclaimed land on the nyerplate 
including soccer clubs Boca and River Hate — site of the 1978 
World Cup — a horse track, polo fields and plenty of tennis 
centres and indoor exhibition centres. . . 

Only baseball, badminton and rowing would be held outside 
the city centre, said Col. Antonio Rodriguez, president of tne 
Argentine Olympic Committee. 

Argentina, whose bid is cherished by sports-fan president 
Carlos Menem, also holds up its performance as host of the 
1995 Panamerican Games and its Olympic tradition going back 
more than a century to 1894, when it was one of 12 founder 
. members of the first international Olympic committee. 

“The aim is to ensure the athletes have the best place and 
conditions in which to compete," said Mayorga. “I don’t want 
to belittle any of the competition ... but we are going to win.” 
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Michael Chang 

Chang rolls into Atlanta semifinals 


ATLANTA (Rl — Two-time 
defending champion Michael 
Chang moved closer to a title 
Three-Peat at the ATT Chal- 
lenge Tennis Tournament by 
holding off unseeded Brazi- 
lian Fernando Meligeni on 
Friday to advance to the 
semifinals. 

The top-seeded Chang 
roared back from a 1-5 
second-set deficit on the 
Atlanta clav to beat Meligeni 
'6-1. 7-5. 

Moroccan Karim Alami. 
ranked 78th but seeded sixth 
in a field bereft of top level 
players aside from Chang, 
reached bis first career serpi- 
final earlier Friday. 

Alami earned a meeting 
with tbe fourth-ranked 
Chang by upsetting third- 
seeded Argentine Javier Fra* 


na 2-6. 7*6. 64. 

Second seed Richey Re- 
neberg narrowly averted up- 
set when he came back from 
a break down in the third set 
to beat fellow American 
Brvan Shelton 7-6 (1 1-9) 
3-6. 7-5. 

“It was one of those match- 
es when you look back you 
have no idea how you won 
it,” said Reneberg.* 

“I thought he outplayed 
me in the second and third set 
and I was just lucky to win 
but 1 didn t deserve to win." 
admitted the second seed, 
who will face Nicklas Kulti in 
the semis after the Swede 
took a pair of tie-breaks from 
American Vince Spadea 7*0 
and 7-3. 

Chang wasted no time in 
jumping out to a 5-0 lead in 


on 

by 


the first set against the 82nd- 
ranked Meligeni. But the 
momentum switched drama- 
tically in the second set when 
the Brazilian capitalised 
several loose errors 
Chang. 

Meligeni had built a com- 
manding 3-1 lead when 
Ojang refocused and reeled 
offs* straight games, serving 
powerfully and. mixing lobs 
and groundstrokes winnere. 

in the second set he de- 
finitely starred t 0 play bet- 

n Chan t lhe former 
French Open champion and 

° n *e Roland 
Garros day last year. 

h .*’ I T l ? d t0 r foc *« a bit more 
JjL 1 j cnew 1 w as still in the 
second set and it was just - 
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RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(R) — Defending champion 
Lance Armstrong claimed his 
second stage win in less than 
24 hours with a record time 
trial showing on Friday to 
extend his overall lead in the 
Tour Dupont cycling race. 

The 24-year-old Texan 
captured the 11.5-kilometre 
Raleigh time trial — the 
second of Friday's two stages 
— in 12 minutes and 56.965 
seconds for a winning margin 
of more than 23 seconds. 

Armstrong was clocked at 
a blistering pace of 52.93 
kph for the fastest time trial 
in the eight-year history of 
the Tour Dupont. 

Tony Rominger of Switzer- 
land, the reigning Tour of 
Italy champion, finished 
second in 13:20.030. with his 
teammate. Daniele Nardello 
of Italy, third in 13:29.059.- 
With his remarkable time 
trial performance. Arm- 
strong extended the overall 
lead .he grabbed by winning" 
Thursday's second stage to 35 
seconds over Rominger. Nar- 
dello. who finished fifth over- 
all last year, is third. 44 
seconds back. 

You have to rely on how 
y° u k®!* ' said Armstrong.' 
tne 1993 world road cham- 
pion who last month won the 
Fjeche-Wfiilone race in Bel- 
f lun J* didn't feel super, 
but I think it tells me I'm in 
shape. 

Earlier Friday. Marcel* 
Wust of Germany, a triple 
stage winner in the" 1995 Tour 
of Spam, broke from a large 
*P™ r, "S Pack to win the 
16-- kilometre Emporia to 
Raleigh road race by one 
metre in 4 hours 8 minutes 
4.S seconds. 

Sven Teutenberg of Ger- 
many. who captured two 
^ges in the 1994 Tour 
Dupont, was second in the 
ay s first race. Glenn Mag- 
nusson of Sweden, who 
unshed Thursday's stage 
sewnd. was third Friday; 

Armstrong, protected by 
teammates, finished the road*, * 
race m the main field, all? | 
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credited with the same ume 
as the winner. 

Rmninger. one of the 
orid s premier cyclists com- 
peting for the first time in the 
United States, said he 
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Tim Gullikson 
dies at 44 


” WHEATON, Illinois (R) — 
Former tennis player Tim 
GnHikson, who coadied Pete 
Sampras to tile number one 
ranking in the world, died of 
brain cancer on Friday. He 
was 44. 

Gullikson, who enjoyed 
most of bis tennis success 


deal twin brother, Tom, had 
been fighting the disease for 
more than a year. 

"Today I lost a dear friend 
and coach, H said Sampras, 
firm his borne in Tampa, 
Florida in a statement issued 
by the ATP Tour. "But we all 
lost a special person. 

“My prayers are with his 
wife Rosemary and his two 
children, Erik and Megan." 

The universally welt-liked 
Gullikson made his last 
coaching appearance with 
Sampras at the 1995 Austra- 
lian Open, which he left 
abruptly to return home after 
felling ill. He was subse- 
quently diagnosed with brain 
^ .cancer. 

£) Sampras continued to bat- 
tie through the draw to die 
final, playing a memorable 
quarter-final match with Jim 
Courier — a match that saw 
Sampras weep openly on the 
-court during the fifth set 
when a fan railed out for him 
to win it for Gullikson. 

Despite his personal 
ordeal, GnHikson continued 
to counsel Sampras via tele- 


phone throughout the year. 

Gullikson, affectionately 
knows as ‘Gully,’ was last 
seen pubiidy at Sampras's 
side when he unofficially 
coached Sampras during a 
dead rubber match at the 
Davis Cup semifinals be- 
tween the United States and 
Sweden last September. 

Tim made the trip to Las 
Vegas and provided a huge, 
emotional lift to Sampras and 
brother Tom, the U.S. Davis 
Cup captain, merely by ins 
presence at courtside. 

Under GuIEkson’s tutelage 
Sampras blossomed into a 
multiple Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open winner and 
finished atop the ATT tour 
rankings for three consecu- 
tive years. 

As a singles player, Gul- 
likson’s finest hour came at 
Wimbledon in 1979 when he 
upset John McEnroe m the 
round of 16 and went on to 
reach the quarter-finals, bis 
best singles result in a Grand* 
Slam tournament. 

In all, he won four singles 
titles, but became a very 
popular figure on the interna- 
tional tennis circuit m the 
1970s as the right-handed half 
of the Gullikson twins dou- 
bles team. 

Gullikson won 10 of his 16 
doubles titles with brother 
Tom and the pair also 
reached die finals at Wimbel- 
don In 1983. 


Mark of Esteem wins 
thrilling Guineas 


NEWMARKET, England 
(AFP) — The Godoiphin- 
owned Mark of Esteem won 
a thrilling English 2000 
. Guineas here on Saturday. 

The winner, an 8/1 shot 
'£» that Sheikh Mohammad con- 
troversially removed from 
trainer Hepry Cecil last year, 
just held off the 40/1 outsider 
Even Top by a short head in a 
photo finish with the 16/1 
shot Bijou DTnde in third. 

Mark of Esteem, ridden by 
champion jockey Frankie 
Dettori, and trained by Saeed 
Bin Suroor. overtook Even 
Topjwo furlongs to go after 
Royal Applause had set the early 
pace. 

Dettori seemed set for an" 
easy victory until Philip 
Robinson summoned a last 
great effort out of Even Top, 
trained by Mark Tompkins, 
in the final furlong. 

The two horses hit the line 
together with the Yorkshire 
challenger Bijou D’Inde, rep- 
resenting the 1994 winning 


duo of trainer Mark Johnston 
and jockey Jason Weaver^ a 
gallant third. 

Alhaarth and Beauchamp 
King, the two leading fancies, 
never threatened. The latter 
sweated up heavily before the 
race while Albaarth’s pace- 
maker Masehaab was not 
able to give the favourite a 
lead and Alhaarth finished 
adrift in fourth. 

The Sheikh's Godoiphin 
operation took out its fourth 
consecutive classic. 

Mark of Esteem’s previous 
claim to fame was. as the 
catalyst for the Cecil- 
Mohammad split. 

The 10-time champion 
trainer entered the colt for 
the prestigious Royal Lodge 
Stakes at Ascot, but the colt 
was then mysteriously with- 
drawn. 

Cecil claimed that Sheikh 
Mohammad had ordered the 
horse to be withdrawn be- 
cause he wanted to take him 
back for the winter to Dubai. 



Spate’s Carlos Moya returns the ball of 
Croatia’s Goran Ivanisevic during their 
quarter-final match at tike Munich mens ATP 


Bavarian Open In Munich May 3 (Reuters 
photo) 


Becker moves closer 
to rematch with Muster 


MUNICH (AFT) — Boris 
Becker and Thomas Muster 
moved a step closer towards a 
repeat of their epic Monte 
Carlo 1995 final as both adv- 
anced into the semi-finals of 
the Munich Open here on 
Friday. 

Muster, the world number 
two, and Becker, this year’s 
Australian Open champion, 
safely came through their 
quarter-final matches, 
aithongh Muster needed 
three sets to see off his Au- 
stralian opponent Mark Phi- 


Master rallied, after losing 
his first love set since compat- 
riot Horst Skoff beat him to 
love in the first round of the 
1993 French Open, to beat 
Pinlippoussis 6-3, 0-6, 6-2 in 

Martinez, 
Sanchez 
in Hamburg 
final 

HAMBURG (R) — Spa- 
niards Conchita Martinez and 
.Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario 
moved towards a showdown 
in the final of the Hamburg 
Open women’s clay-court 
tournament with crashing 
semifinal victories on Satur- 
day. 

Martinez cruised to a 6-1, 
6-1 win over French fourth 
seed Mary Pierce while top 
seed Sanchez-Vicario had 
few problems in a 6-2, 6-0 
victory over France’s Julie 
Halard-Decugis. 


74 minutes. - 

Becker, who has never 
won a day court title, beat 
practice partner and friend 
Bemd Karbacbcr 7-6 (7/1), 
7-6 (7/3). 

Becker, who had to ask for 
a wiki card entry here as be 
was knocked ont in the 
second round of Monte Carlo 
last week, and Muster played 
a five-set final in April, 1995, 
at Monte Carlo, where Mus- 
ter claimed victory after com- 
ing from two sets down and 
saving two set points to deny 
Becker. 

Master, who has not lost 
on the surface since Kitz- 
bohel last August and took 12 
titles on the "dirt" in 1995, 
beat Philippoussis for a 38th 
consecutive match victory on 


his favourite surface. 

The Austrian lost the 
rapid-fire second set in just 
17 minutes against world 
number 31 Phfljppoussis, but 
said: “Luckily, you need 
more than a big serve on clay. 

. “You have to be able to 
thtnlr and plan strategy in 
order to win. But in the 
second set, he served and 
played wen.” 

Becker and Karbacher 
knew each other’s games so. 
well that it took tiebreakers 
to settle the score. 

The second-seeded Becker 
romped through the first one, 
winning on a service winner. 

In the second set, Becker 
romped through the first 
won, winning on a service 
winner. 


Romania’s ‘golden 
oldies’ await Euro 96 


Grobbelaar, three others deny charges 


WINCHESTER, England nied the charges at a pre-trial 
(AP) — Three Premier ’ hearing at Winchester crown 


League players pleaded inno- 
cent Friday to corruption 
charges in English soccer’s 
biggest match-fixing scandal 
in 30 years. 

Bruce Grobbelaar, John 
Fashanu and Hans Segers, 
along with Malaysian 
businessman Heng Urn, de- 


court. 

The judge ordered the four 
to stand trial starting Jan. 14. 

The defendants are 
charged with conspiring 
together to give 1 and accept 
gifts of money to influence 
the outcome of soccer games 
from between Feb. 1, 1991, 


and Nov. 9, 1994. 

Fashanu, the former Eng- 
land, Aston Villa and Wimb- 
ledon striker, is accused of 
paying Grobbelaar £40,000 
($61,200) to fix the result of 
the Liverpool-Newcastie 
match on Nov. 21. 1993. 
Liverpool lost 3-0. 

The charge carry a max- 
imum penalty of seven years 
in jail. 


BUCHAREST (R) — 
Romani’s “golden genera- 
tion” of world class players 
are desperate to prove them- 
selves as more than Euro- 
pean championship also-rans 
and show their 1994 Worid 
Cup quarter-final place was 
no fluke. 

Many of the veterans from 
U.S.A. 94, now in their mid- 
thirties, will have their last 
big chance to represent 
Romania at Euro 96. They 
are determined to go out as 
heroes. 

Team manager Anghel 
Ioroanescu admits that some 
of his team are getting long in 
the tooth, but be says they 
have the .quality ■ to come 
back and surprise younger 
teams. 

“Romania must rise anew 
from its own ashes so that the 
golden generation do not 
miss their last chance of glory 
in England,” he said, refer- 
ring to players like Gheorghe 
Hagi, Die Dumitrescu and 
Marius Lacatus. 

But tiie team is under a 
shadow because of Ior- 
danescu’s row with Roma- 
nian soccer authorities over 
his allegations of widespread 
match-rigging at home. 


Although he has withdra- 
wan his resignation, his abs- 
ence from a friendly match against 
Yugoslavia in April sapped 
morale, perhaps contributing 
to the 1-0 loss. 

“It was not normal for. the 
Romanians to be playing 
without Iordan escu present." 
said defender Ionut Lupescu, 
who plays for German dub 
Bayer Leverkusen. 

It was only the fifth defeat 
in 30 matches for Romania 
played under Iordanescu's 
leadership since he was 
named as national trainer in 
July 1993. 

Players from domestic 
clubs are also worried at the 
impact of Iordanescu's anti- 
rigging campaing which con- 
fronts many of the most 
powerful figures in the big 
Romanian clubs. 

Iordanescu, himself a 
general in the Romanian 
army, has accused the heads 
of the big state dubs of “be- 
coming rich on the back of 
the footballers’ efforts on the 
pitch.” 

The Romanian soccer fed- 
eration has agreed to investi- 
gate Iordanescu's claims that 
tiie domestic championship is 
being rigged. 


Suns fall inlst 
round to Spurs 


PHOENIX (R) — David Robinson scored 30 
points and pulled down 13 rebounds to cany 
tiie San Antonio Spurs into the Western 
Conference semifinals with a convincing 116- 
98 series-clinching win over the Phoenix Suns 
on Friday. 

Vinny Del Negro added 25 points and 
Avery Johnson dripped in . with 15 points and 
13 assists for the Spurs, who won the first- 
round series three games to one and await the 
winner of the Utah Jazz-Portland Trail Blaz- 
ers series. 

Robinson made 12-of-21 shots and helped 
his team dominate tiie boards as San Antonio, 
out-rebounded the Suns 47-30. The Spurs also 
hit 573 per cent of their shots and were 
10-of-16 from three-point range. 

“I thought the effort was fantastic,” said 
Robinson. 

“Last game we started strong and kind of 
eased off and tonight we maintained that 
intensity. I saw great focus coming in tonight. 
Everybody was ready to play,” added San 
Antonio’s all-star centre. 


Charles Barkley, who led Phoenix to the 
NBA finals in 1992, paced his team with 21 
points as the Sons were eliminated in the first 
round for the first time since 1991. 

“It’s do fun to lose the first round, it’s no 
fun to play a .500 season,” said Barkley. “It’s 
going to be a long summer for oar organisa- 
tion. We're not used to this.” . 

San Antonio used sports of 13-3 and 18-8 m 
tire third quarter to break open a tight game 
and ootscored the suns 64-47 in the second 
half to win for the first time in seven playoff 
games in Phoenix. 

Chris Carr had 17 points for Phoenix and 
Kevin Johnson added 16 in t he losing effort. 

The Sons drew within 67-61 with 6:01 left in 
the third quarter but San An tom o closed tire 
period with its 18-8 run as Del Negro hit a pair 
of tirree-pointers to key the sport. 

The Suns made just 7-of-2Q shots in the 
third quarter and Barkley was held to just one 
. point in the period. 

“Our defence was great,” said Spurs coach 
Bob Hill. 


Johnson under unique pressure 
in countdown to Atlanta 


LONDON (R) — Only one 
man on the planet can fuDy 
appreciate the pressure on 
Michael Johnson this year as 
he prepares for a unique dou- 
ble at the Atlanta Olympics. 

Twelve years ago at the 
Los Angeles Olympics, Carl 
Lewis emulated fellow- 
Amerdan Jesse Owens by 
winning gold medals in the 
100 and 200 metres, long 
jump and 4X100 metres re- 
lay. 

Astonishingly Lewis is still 
competing and hoping to 
qualify for the U.S. team for 
Atlanta but the spotlight this 
year will be on Johnson, who 
managed to get the Olympic 
track programme-^ radically 
revised toi accommodate his 
ambition of a unique 200-400 
metis double. 

Gold medals in both events 
phis another in the 4=1400 
metres relay would elevate 
Johnson to the same panth- 
eon as Lewis and Owens and 
help to ensure tiie success of 
the third Olympics to be 
staged in the United States. 

The 28-year-old Texan 
starts his international season 
at the Rio de Janeiro meet- 
ing, the opening event of the 


1996 Grand Prix circuit and 
one of four meetings on his 
schedule before the Olympic 
trials in June. 

“Michael’s, situation is 
similar to what I went 
through hi 1984,” Lewis said. 
“You have to win or you are 
not successful and I think that 
is unfair for anybody to have 
to deal with. 

. “The Olympic games bring 
together the best in the worid 
and it's going to be difficult 
dealing with the expecta- 
tions, dealing with the press, 
the training and travelling. 
And the schedule will be very 
tough.” 

Johnson, who spend 18* 
months trying to get the 
Olympic programme, 
changed, can now concen- 
trate on preparing for Atlan- 
ta. 

“It definitely adds a 
tremendous amount of press- 
ure going into the games. 
People are going to say an 
entire Olympics schedule was 
changed for you,” he said. 

“But I like that situation. I 
like being under pressure 
situations because I think I 
perform a lot better when I'm 
under pressure. 


“Having gone through an 
Olympics before and having 
gone through a few world 
championships, you would 
think I would have a little 
more sense of what it is going 
to be like. 

“But this is an Olympics in 
the States. I was a kid in 1984 
when we had the last Olym- 
pics in the States, so I don’t 
think it is something that I 
could even imagine.” 

The decision by the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF) to res- 
tructure the Olympic prog- 
ramme to suit both Johnson 
and Lewis is not entirely 
altruistic. 

IAAF chief Primo Nebiolo 
and the Atlanta organisers 
are determined that the 
athletics programme should 
be a success, and that in turn 
means trying to provide 
American champions. 

“I feel a responsibility to 
do whatever I can to try and 
make the sport as brig here as 
it is in Europe,” Johnson 
said. 

Lewis added: “I think it’s 
great that Michael gets the 
attention, or any track 
athlete gets the attention. 


Schumacher takes pole position 
for fifth championship race 


IMOLA, Italy (AP) — 
World champion Michael 
Schumacher set a lap record 
as he earned himself and 
home team Ferrari the first 
pole position of the season in 
Saturday's qualifying for the 
San Marino Grand Prix. 

The German driver pro- 
dued his “wonder lap” at the 
Imola circuit with three mi- 
nutes left in the one-hour 
session, beating the so-fer 
dominant drivers of the Wil- 
liams Renault team. 

Schumacher, who signed 
the richest contract in F-l 
history to join Ferrari this 
year and bolster the sagging 
fortunes of the Italian team, 
turned the 4.89-kiloiiietre lap 


in one minute, 26.890 
seconds, improving by 0.38 
seconds his own record set at 
the wheel of a Benetton Re- 
nault in last year's qualifying. 

The average speed of the 
world champion, who led 21 
other drivers also in Friday’s 
practice, was 202.683 kpb. 

Championship leader 
Damon Hill finished 0.21 
seconds behind Schumacher 
and 0.12 ahead of his Wil- 
liams Renault teammate Jac- 
ques ViDeneuve, who came 
third. 

Britain's David Coulthard 
was fourth in a McLaren 
Mercedes, 0.79 seconds be- 
hind Schumacher. 

Frenchman Jean Alesi was 


fifth quickest in his Benetton 
Renault, ahead the second 
Ferrari of Britain’s Eddie 
Iryine. 

Hill, who won three 
Grands Prix out of four this 
year, foiled to beat Schu- 
macher's time and restore 
Williams supremacy in the 
dying qualifying seconds. 

The British driver will start 
in front row, along with Schu- 
macher, in Sunday’s race, the 
fifth event of the 1996 world 
F-l championship. 

Villeneuve, who ended 
Hill's winning streak by tak- 
ing last Sunday's European 
Grand Prix at Nurburging, 
will start from the second 
row, along with Couhhard. 


2nd floor, 2 bedrooms, 

2 salons, 2 bathrooms. 

Madina A1 Munawara St 

Hi- 2 & 

Luxurious villa for rent 

A luxurious furnished villa for 
rent. Super deluxe furniture. At 
a good location in west 
Amman. Suitable for 
embassies and diplomatic 
missions. 

For information, please call owner, 
Tel.: 857675, 

Mobile Tel: 07929734 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT FOR SALE 

Furnished or without furniture, 270 sq.m., 3 
bedrooms, salons, a L-shaped dining room, 
sitting room, 3 bathrooms, big kitchen. 

Al-Rabia, beside the Chinese Embassy. 

Call 674589 


APAWTJVIEWl JOK REtf<€ 
Location: M-Sweifieh 
jF or more information coil c teL 

8164901 996080 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Area 300 sq.m., on 2nd floor. Includes three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, kitchen, central 
heating, water, electricity, television, telephone. 
Located in a quite area in Sweifieh. 

Gontact telephone: 814927 


WANTED 

PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

The American Embassy in Amman is looking for 
a professional translator. Successful candidate 
must have excellent knowledge of both Arabic 
and English and be able to translate into fluent, 
idiomatic English. Knowledge of Kurdish dialect 
and experience with Internet is an advantage. 
University degree in translation/liberal arts or 
degree and several years of professional 
translation experience is required. Candidates 
must have good working knowledge of current 
affairs and be able to work under pressure with 
precision and speed. Day and evening shift 
work, including weekends and holiday, required. 
Candidates must take extensive tests in 
translation and on world events. Only qualified 
applicants need apply. Previous applicants 
need not re-apply. 

Interested persons may pick up an 
application from the embassy and submit it 
with a recent picture to the attention of the 
Personnel Officer. 

Deadline for receiving applications Is 15 May 1996. 
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Requir 


MM EXECU1WESECSEM BBS 

Preferably foreign nationality, married to a Jordanian 

* English langny eqrml to fiist language * Typing 
skills * Exectmve Experience * Compute Software 
^ knowledge * Fifing Systems *HardWoriring 

PubHc Relations / Protocol, Management Training 
Sessions are all part of daHy schedule. 

Preferred hours 8:30 - 3:30 PM 
( Additional PM work on hourly basfs ) 

Present salary should be over 350 JD per month 

Salary shall be based on present remuneration ++ 

Qualified persons please fax CV to 863051 or call 
816690 - 863944 for interview P.O.Box 5011 








1) James Bond 007...in 

Golden Eye 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 


Nutcracker Prince 

Show. 11:00 a.m. 


♦ESCAPE TO THE TOP 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

* Toy Story 

Shows: 12:30, 2, 3:30, 5 


CONCORD “l” 

* UNDER SIEGE “2” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

* Ace Ventura “2” 

Shows: 2, 5:15 

CONCORD “2” 

HEATE 

Shows: 3:15, 6:15, 9:15 


Antonio Banderas & 
Salma Hayek 
in 

Desperado 

Shows: 12:30,' 3-30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Israeli soldiers block Palestinian and Israeli labour activists from reaching the A 1 Ram checkpoint between 
the West Bank and Jerusalem during a protest against the nine-week-old Israeli closure of the West Bank and 


Gaza Strip (Reuters photo) 


All Hamas militants except Deif m 
jail, bomb plots uncovered - PNA 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian police have 
arrested all members of the 
armed wing of Hamas except 
for Mohammad Deif, the 
group's chief and Israel's 
most wanted man, the 
Palestinian security chief said 
Saturday. 

M We have detained all the 
members of the Izzcdine A1 
Qassam armed group except 
for its leader Mohammad 
Deif, whom we are still hunt- 
ing for." Colonel Moham- 
mad Dahlan, head of Palesti- 
nian preventive security in 
Gaza, told AFP. 

“We want to capture him," 
be said. 

Col. Dahlan also said 
Palestinian police bad virtual- 
ly dismantled a secret Orga- 
nisation drawn from Izzcdine 
Al Qassam members to carry 
out car bombings in Gaza and 
attack the Palestinian Nation- 


al Authority (PNA). 

“We have arrested almost 
ail the members of the secret 
Hamas cells in Gaza, includ- 
ing the main coordinator be- 
tween the cells and Izzeddine 
Al Qassam.” he said, iden- 
tifying the man as Ibrahim Al 
Maqadmah. a doctor at the 
Islamic University here. 

Israeli authorities consider 
Mr. Deif the mastermind be- 
hind the series of suicide 
bombings in Israel by the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) and the smal- 
ler Islamic Jihad in February 
and March. 

Mr. Deif topped a list of ' 
more than a dozen militants 
wanted by Israel and submit- * 
ted to the PNA. Palestinian 
police had already- 
announced the anest of most 
of the others on the list, 
including Mr. Deifs deputy. 
Adnan Al Ghoul. 


Col. Dahlan. speaking Fri- 
day on Palestinian Televi- 
sion, asserted that Palestinian 
police had new proof that 
foreign-based leaders of 
'Hamas had ordered car 
bombings in Gaza City and 
the assassination of top PNA 
figures. 

“Palestinian security police 
have found a dangerous letter 
sent by Hamas leaders in 
Amman and Damascus 
ordering the assassination of 
five high-ranking PNA offi- 
cials." Col. Dahlan said. He 
refused to identify the five 
names on the list. 

Mr. Dahlan said the assas- 
sination campaign also 
targetied a list of “second- 
level" PNA officials and was 
ordered “to spark a civil war 
in Palestinian territories and 
prove the authority has 
failed" in its self-rule' task. 

Col. Dahlan said his ser- 


vices had also found written 
plans and maps for a Hamas 
carbombing campaign target- 
ting the Gaza Gy office of 
President Yasser Arafat, the 
Saraya building which bouses 
the authority's military in- 
telligence and security ser- 
vices, and the main police 
headquarters. 

“They planned to cany out 
the car bombings when there 
were only soldiers but no 
civilians around in order to 
cause fear m the Palestinian 
territories," he said. 

Col. D ahlan showed a map 
of Mr. Arafat's office in Gaza 
Gty, which, be said, was 
drawn up by a secret Hamas 
cell charged with carrying out 
the carbombings. 

Mr. Arafat and other offi- 
cials in his autonomy govern- 
ment have repeatedly ac- 
cused foreign-based elements 
(Continued on page 7) 






Aqaba 

Region Authority 


A Unique Investment 
Opportunity 



in the city of Aqaba 


The Aqaba Region Authority announces a unique investment opportunity to 

develop the Grand Arab Revolution Square and its seafront. 


The Square is located in the “Middle Beach' zone of the city of Aqaba next to Ash Sharif 
Al Husayn Ibn Ali Home and the Aqaba Castle. 


The total area of the Square is approximately 20.000 square metres consisting of the following: 

- Main public area, approximately 13.000 m 2 

- Children playing ground, approximately 4.000 m 2 

- Covered walkways, approximately 1,500 m 2 

- Theatre, approximate# t.250 m 2 




The investor is requited to provide the foBowing 
facilities on the beach front: 

* Boat marina 
And/OR 

* Other water facilities such as Aquariums. 
Undewater restaurants, or a Water sports com- 
plex. 




Other optional facilities may include the following: 

a. Floating Hotel 

b. Floating Restaurant 

c. Glass Boat Rental 

d. Restaurants within the Square 

e. Retail for Traditional Crafts 

f. Any other facilities suggested by the investor. 


; i * •*** v * 




Interested investors are invited to contact the Aqaba Region Authority — The Investment Unit — 
during working hours before Saturday 11/5ft996 to obtain description of, and conditions for this 
unique Investment opportunity. 


V* 


Prof. Dr. Fayez Khasawneh 
President 

Aqaba Region Authority 
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Pressure 
strong for 
arrest of 
Karadzic, 
Mladi 


SARAJEVO (R) Pressure 
is mounting for someone — 
anyone — to save the falter- 
ing Bosnian peace process fay 
arresting indicated war cri- 
minals Radovan Karadzic 
and Ratko Mladic but no one 
wants the job, diplomats said 
on Saturday. 

Mr. Karadzic, the Bosnian 
Serb president, and -his army 
commander Mladic, atiD run 
49 per cent of Bosnia as an 
ethnic separatist stake, con- 
trary to the Dayton peace 
agreement which ended 43- 
months of war here late last 
year. Dayton is supposed to 
lead to a reintegrated Bosnia. 

“There is a narrow window 
— jsix weeks to two months at 
xnqex — within which Karadzic 
ana Mladic have to be re- 
moved- or the entire Dayton 
peace process could come un- 
glued,” said a Western diplo- 
mat in Sarajevo who asked 
not to be named. 

“Everyone agrees their 
continued presence is incom- 
patible with free and fair 
elections (doe by November) 
and the decision on whether 
to go forward with elections 
has to be made sometime in 
June. But nobody wants the 
job getting rid of them." 

Dayton called for signatory 
ies to the agreement to deliv- 
er indicated war criminals to 
the U.N. tribunal. 

The Bosnian government 
has arrested two Muslims 
who have -been indicated. 
One Bosnian Croat living in 
Croatia surrendered volun- 
tarily. 

But the Bosnian Serb re- 
public. headed by Mr. Karad- 
zic and Gen. Mladic, refuses, 
to recognise the jurisdiction 
of the court. ' 

In neighbouring Serbia. 

' President Slobodan Milosevic 
won a respite from interna- 
tional sanctions on the 
strength of his commitment 
to help implement Dayton's 
war crimes provisions bnt 
now has cold feet over arrest- 
ing Mr. Karadzic and Gem 


The NATO peacfeH&rfcFfii 
Bosnia, which has been criti- 
cised ‘for not snatching war 
criminals, says it will detain 
Mr. Karadzic and Gen. Mla- 
dic only if they are encoun- 
tered during routine duties. 
A commando-style raid has 
been ruled out. 

So, while the international 
community has about 60.000 
troops on. the ground in and 
around Bosuitf and billions of 
dollars in aid pledged to re- 
build the country, it has no 
mechanism to deal with the 
greatest threat to success 
here. 

“A wall of nationalist pro- 
variation and procrastina- 


tion fs threatening to subvert 
Dayton's goals,” former U.S. 


Senate majority leader 
George Mitchell said in 
Sarajevo in Saturday. 

"The key to the success of 
the Dayton agreement de- 
pends on the removal of what 
is a relatively small number 
of individuals who have been 
indicated bn charges of se- 
rious war crimes. Their con- 
tinued presence ... remains 
the single most important 
obstacle to progress." 

Mr. Mitchell is chairman of 
the International Crisis 
Group (ICG), a potent col- 
lection of business, political 
and media leaders from 
around the globe whose aim 
is to prevent world crises 
through eariy intervention. 

In Bosnia, ICG's task is to 
monitor and comment upon 
the progress of the Dayton 
peace accord. 

Kir. Mitchell voiced public- 
ly what most Sarajevo cfiplo- 
mAs and many NATO offic- 
ers have been saying private- 
ly for weeksrThat Dayton’s 
goal of a multi-ethnic Bosnia 
is slipping away because Mr. 
Karadzic ' and Gen. Mladic 
have not been nabbed. 

The evidence is substan- 
tial Hundreds of thousands 
of Muslims and Croats 
"cleansed" from the Serb re- 
public by force during the 
war are being barred by the 
Karadzic-Mtafic administra- 
tion from retunung to their 
homes, even -for visits. 

Muslim and Croat 
nationalists m Bosnia engage 
in the same sort of obstruc- 
tion. although on a lesser, 
local scale. 

As a result, the internal 
boundary fine between Bos- 
nia's Muslim-Croaf federa- 
tion and its Serb republic is 
beginning to function more 
like an mtentatiOD^l border 
than an administrative de- 


marcation. . 


Saudi cleric assails 


Israel, peace process 


RIYADH (AFP) — A senior 
Saudi cleric launched a sting- 
ing attack on Israel and the 
Middle East peace process, 
die Jewish state of 
"sowing the seeds of bate" 
during its offensive in Leba- 
non, the Saudi press reported 
Saturday. 

' The imam of Mecca. 
Sheikh Saleh Ben Hamed, 
said in Friday prayers at the 
Grand Mosque in Islam's 
tafiestcity that violence such 
as tike^ttade on Lebanon 

would “unleash reserves of 

hate winch are not limited to 
a sin gly organisation or par- 
ty” but which are felt “by 
every Arab and Muslim." 

The sermon, one of die 
most violently anti-Israeli 
preached in Saudi Arabia 
sinc e the start of tire peace 
process, was beard by more 
than one million Muslims 
fi nishi ng tile annual pilgrim- 
age in Mecca and was pub- 
lished on the front page of 
Saudi newspapers. 

“Operation Grapes of 
Wrath sowed the seeds of 
hate and venge a nce, and les- 
sened confidence in the inter- 
national community,” said 


the imam, critic ^2^SSSS 

jor powers who “S* 

aggression and denied the de- 
farters of a jest caase the 

right to resistance. 

“It fa the right of aU the 
oppressed to defend ffiem- 
sdves if they have no other 
means of recovering their 
rights, and they should not be 
Mamed (for resorting to vio- 
lence) if the mediator with 
their enemy fa not fair, ne 
pdHeti, in apparent reference 
to the United States." 

More than 200 people died 
in South Lebanon during 
Israel's 16-day offensive 
against Lebanon before a 
ceasefire came into force on 
April 27 after mediation by 
the United States and 
France. 

Sheikh Hamed asked why 
“the peace and security of 
ably one party and one peo- 
ple is taken into considera- 
tion” in the current peace 


process. 

“Wbar kind of peace fore- 
sees the militar y superiority 
of one party over another? 
What kmd of peace leaves 


(Continued on page 7) 


Kabul jets raid Taliban 
amid talks on coalition 


KABUL (AP) — Despite re- 
kindled hopes for peace talks 
in Afghanistan, government 
jets on Saturday pounded re- 
bel positions south of Kabul 
during a series of air strikes. 

Three SU-22 fighter jets 
dropped at least five bombs 
on rebel Taliban territory 
near the besieged capitaL 
Kabul, said a defence minis- 
try spokesman. 


The fighting comes as an 
alliance of warring Afghan 
factions consider a plan to 
forge a coalition government 
with President Bnrhanuddin 
Rabbani. 


“Our leaders are going to 
meet and discuss the possibil- 
ity of a tie-op with the Rab- 
bani group." said alliance 
spolcesnan Dr. TaHb. who 
like many Afghans, uses only 
one name. 

The alliance, or the Sup- 
reme Coordination Council 
6TA^Kari^h , .Tfap& to m 1 , 
dndt ti^ goyepypcnt’s chief 
.rival Taliban militia. 


Taliban leaders, however, 
have refused to the religious 
students, have vowed to top- 
ple Mr. Rabbani's govern- 
ment in Kabul and install 
strict Islamic rule throughout 
Afghanistan. 

On Friday, several of 
Afghanistan’s opposition fac- 
tions met in the eastern 
Afghan city of Jalalabad to 
examine a proposed treaty 
betty^en Mr. Rabbani’s gov- 
ernment and some of his riv- 
als. 

Afghanistan has been 
wracked by factional fighting 
since 1992 when once-allied 
guerrillas splintered and 
turned their guns on each 
other after ousting Kabul’s 
communist government. 

After almost four years of 
fighting, the alliance is ready 
for peace. Dr. Talib said. 

The leader of the Hezb-e- 
Islami faction. Gulbuddin 
said Mr. Rabba- 
ni '' radicated willingness to 
share power in an interim 
government. 


Iran: U.S. firms main 


losers from embargo 


TEHRAN (AP) *— Iran said 
Saturday that Washington's 
‘year-old trade embargo has 
mainly hun U.S. companies 
by locking them out of a 
strategic oil-rich market. 

State-run Tehran Radio 
said that far from achieving 
its goal of squeezing the Ira- 
nian economy and forcing 
Tehran into ’ submitting to 
Washington's will, the sanc- 
tions have strengthened 
Iran’s resources and' resolve. 

“Optimists in the White 
House had predicted that 
since U.S. companies were 
the buyers of more than 25 
per cenr of Iran's oil. and 
because some U.S. -affiliated 
international oil companies 
had invested in Iran's oil in- 
dustry. the embargo would’ 
inflirt an irreparable blow on 
Iran.” the radio said in a 
commentary. 

In March last year an ex- 
ecutive order by President 
Bill Gin ton killed a SI billion 
development project be- 
tween U.S. oil giant Conoco 
and Iran. 

In June. Mr. Clinton tight- 
ened existing sanctions that 


prohibited trade and U.S. in- 
vestment in Iran, seeking to 
force Tehran to abandon its- 
alleged quest for nuclear 
weapons and its alleged spon- 
sorship of -international ter- 
rorism. Iran denies it is in- 


volved in either activity. 
Ever since. U.S. com- 


panies have been banned 
from buying Iranian oil even 
through foreign subsidiaries. 
Before the ban. U.S. com- 
panies were purchasing Ira- 
nian oil worth some S3.5 bil- 
lion a year, according to the 
Clinton administration. 

Another U.S- company, 
forced to pull out of Iran was 
soft drinks giant Coca-Cola. 

Tehran Radio said that 
Iran easily found new mar- 
kets for its oil. selling to some 
5(1 countries. 

Being deprived of U.S. ex- 
pertise. it had been forced to 
develop its own skills, the 
radio said. 

"Many projects, especially 
in oil and gas. were taken 
over bv Iranian experts. 
sa\mg millions of dollars of 
the nation's money.” the 
commentary said. 


Family members ‘banned’ 
from visiting Qatar ex-emir 


DUBAI (AFP) — Qatari au- 
thorities have barred several 
members of the ruling family 
from visiting the ousted emir 
living m the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). sources 
dose to the former ruler said 
Saturday. 

A delegation of seven 
members, beaded by Sheikh 
Saud Ben Fahd Al Thani. 
tried to fly to the UAE last 
week to extend greetings to 
toppled emir. Sheikh Khalifa 
Ben Hamad Al Thani On the 
feast of Al Adha. 

But they were not allowed 
to leave Doha, and the au- 
thorities seized Sheikh Saud's 

passport and disconnected 
telephone lines from his 
bouse, the sources said. 

The incident followed the 
arrest of another royal family 
member. Sheikh Fahd Ben 
Gbanera Ben Abdul Rah- 
man. because he visited the 
UAE. Hfa family has fled to a 
neighbouring Gulf Arab state 


but has threatened action 
the sources said. 

-“The security measures 
taken by Qatari authorities 
against some members of the 
ruling family are designed to 
mn mid ate the supporters of 
the father emir within the 
ruling family." one source 
said. 


The UAE has granted re- 
fuge to Sheikh Khalifa. W h 0 
was overthrown in a blood- 
s£IfS “JP** his son. 
ai Thani. in June. 


Sheikh Hamad accused his 
giber of masterminding a 
^S^ UnICr_coa P attest 
c ^ arge 

by Sheikh Khalifa. 

.T* 1 ? former emir has 
TOwed to regain his reign of 
^tar. a tiny Gulf state which 
the fourth largest sas 

. h,8hea per “*** in- 
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paradise Road 


portrays interned" 
women’s heroism 

SINGAPORE (R) — 

Paradise Road, a film about 
a group of women who sur- 
vived internment in .;. a. 
Japanese prison camp by 
forming an unusual choir, 
is "a stoiy that needs to be 
told”, says actress Glenn 
Dose. "What is extraordi- 
nary about it is that the 
women involved were 
ordinary people asking 

tbciDSvlvcs *whai am I 

doing here. How can this 
happen to me’ — and what 
happens to the individual 
soul when faced with trau- 
ma and hardship,” Dose 
said at a news conference 
Saturday. Written and 
directed by award-winning 
Australian director Bruce 
Beresford, the $20 mil lion 
Singapore- Australian pro- 
duction is scheduled to 
make its world premiere in 
Singapore at the end of the 
year, executive producer 
Greg Coote said. The film 
is based on events sur- 
rounding a group of 
Australian and European 
women interned on the 
Indonesian island of 
Sumatra during the early 
years of World War II. 
Many were fleeing die 
Japanese advance - on 
Singapore when their ships 
were sunk. To survive the 
ordeal of internment, they- 
formed a "vocal orchestra” 
which performed classical 
works such as Ravel’s 
“Bolero”. The scores of 
their performances sur- 
vived the war and the - 
music is being recreated for 
the film. In addition to 
Close, the cast includes 
Jean Simmons, Cate Blan- 
che tt, Jennifer Ehle, Eliza- 
beth Spriggs and Juliana 
Margulies. 
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China unleashes 
children's army on 
smokers 


BEUING (AFP) — fhinfl 
has unleashed a half-mfl- 
I ion-strong children’s arm y 
of “peaceful persuaders” to 
heckle the country’s smok- 
ere nun kicking the habit, 
Ainhua reported. “The 
youngsters have formed a 
mini-army of peaceful per- 
suaders in a nationwide 
dnve to curb the increase in 
the country’s smoker popu- 
lation” which already 
stands at 350 million, or 29 
per ceni of China’s 1.2 bil- 
lion people, the official 
£ws agency said. The 
children are to take part in 

a year-long publicity cam- 
paign, during which they 
are to persuade family 
°J«nbers to quit smoking 

SL* * 0p who 
Puff cigarettes in - public 

‘no-smoking’ 
signs, Xinhua said. 
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Munich gets 1st 
fashion boutique 
for cops 

MUNICH, Germany (AFP) 

— The first fashion bou- 
tique specially aimed at 
officers of the law search- 
ing for that special look has 
been opened in Munich -by 
a policeman. For those who 
wish to exchange foe usual 
olive-green of foe modern 
German cop with some- 
thing more "cool” bat 
appropriate to their func- 
tion after hours. Cops and 
Co. Streetline Fashion may 
have something to offer. 
Commissioner Thomas 
Feulner, 32, says foe latest 
t h i ng are "shooting jeans” 

— a pair shot full of holes 
due to being used for fire- 
arms target practice. Cus- 
tomers can take the empty 
cartridge cases home too, 
he said. Mr. Feulner’s bou- 
tique is selling leather jadc- 
ets — available to police 
officers only — bearing 
Cops and Co. labels which 
can be quickly flipped to 
display the wearer’s gen- 
ome police insignia in case 
of sudden service. It also 
offers rare, obsolete police 
uniforms, batons, belts and 
handcuffs. “We’ve already 

pair of handcuffs to a 
married couple and batons 
for self-defence courses,” 
Mr Feulner said. 
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